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The contents of this book represent exclusively the prvate
views of the author no official or Government opimnion 1s
mvolved



Is Western Civifization
Comung to an End?

Au\m crnlization grows older 1ts scars deeper and the hott
zons of hustory wider there has ansen an 1acreasing desise
to assess the place of thus cvilization 1n hustory 1z order f pas
sible 1o draw certain conclusions with segard to us futuee Yet
thus tnterest remamed hitle more than an academic pastme for
phulosophers and hustonans untd a few decades ago We took it
for granted that our would 10 d the
world that 1t would grow bigger and better all the tune that 1t
would continue to briog about incressing prospenty and ever
hugher development of the human mind

Today we find one thrd of the earth s population imbued with
andeology directly opposed to that of Western civiization 1 the
zest of the world sts value 15 being challenged from wathin and
without, ns very survival doubted It 15 no Jonger a questron of
amused speculation what our world will look Uke two hundred
or three hundred years from now but one of grim reality as ta
ow 1t will look to aur children perhaps even to ourselves a few
decades from now W G Wells pamted 2 gloomy picture of
Everytown reduced to rubble w the Western world by 1960
George Orwell evoked the obsession of 2 ngdly totalitanan so-
ety in 1984 and the Western citizen who has the courage ta
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PART I

The Life and Death of Civilizations



2 The Future of the West

look somewhat further than his garden fence notes with horror
that strong forces are at work to make these predictions come
true

Thus what had befare been an object of academic speculation
has turned nto a matter of ife and death the question which had
been percerved by the eye of genws before World War I but
twhich then seemed of mere theoretic interest has assumed a char
acter of ugly urgency 1s Western civilization comng to an end?

Do we enjoy the bitter pnvilege of being chosen by fate to
witness the crumbling of this majestic structure of Western cwvilt
zation, as we have witnessed that of Coventry cathedral? Will
the throbbing activity of crowded New York be replaced by the
desolation of a depopulated city of haif-empty apartment build
ings and streets with weeds hnee ligh? Will the towening sky
scrapers of Detroit and Chicago be reduced to a shambles like
the hearts of Warsaw Berlin Rotterdam and London? Shall we
see Paris invaded and ransacked by barbanan hordes as Rome
was once by the Vandals? Will our chuldren be able to live ;n 2
world 1n which life will still be worth hiving or will they become
human robots directed by a distant dictator through the tentacles
of an omnipotent and ommpresent state machine?

In short can our civilization by pulling itself together nise to
greater heights yet or 1s 1t doomed to a rapidly approaching
death?

These are vital questions to which our time 1s trying to find an
answer This book 1s an attempt to contribute to that answer



I

The Rise and Fall of Cvilizations

INCE the etghteenth century the habit has prevailed among
Western historians to regard the hustory of humamty as one
develop an unbroken line which m harmony
with the spint of the time was usually thought to be one of con
stant progress In the study of hustory our Western society was
taken as the pownt of departure from which hustorrans worked
backward and as the end toward which all previous hustory had
been d veloping  Histoncal events throughout the world and
throughout the ages were under the names of “Aunctent History”
and “Middle Ages » treated as a mere prologue to the tustory of
Enrope wihich was the sea into which al} the nivers of the past
debouched Just as 1 the concept of the umverse before Copernt
cus the earth was automatically accepted as the center of the
umverse so the hisear concept of hustory construed the hustoncal
events of all frmes and peoples whether they taok place 1 Chuna
or Mexico 1 the fourth century B¢ or the nineteenth ceatury
AD as part of ane single caherent process leading up to the
medemn fustory of the Western world

Tn the course of the Yast bundred years or so this self-centered
view of tustary bas been more and more abandoned under the

impact of discoventes which lad bare the story of long forgotten
ages and brought evidente that the one hne concept does not
tally with the facts of tustory

5
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Thus our own civihzation has heavily borrowed from ancwent
Greece and Rome 1 morality philosophy archifecture litera
ture goveramtent law

Finally each followiag cvihizauon can and 1 most eases has
rought forth a hugher degree of contro! of the human and physt
cal environment and consequently a greater prospenty and
greater spiitual or aesth } than its pred

Nor does this view of civilizatons degrade men of nattons to
mamunate t00ls 1 the hands of fate nor does it make human
effort useless History abounds with examples of nations and
Teaders which have by their determined will changed the course
of hustory stopped a process of decay or led a civilization (o new
greatness

Simce 3 certain stumlanity 1n the ife course of dufferent crviliza
tions has been discovered a clue to the future of our ctvilization
hias been sought by comparing st—or some of 1ts aspects such as
1ts aesthetic or economic or political charactenistics—to other

cvihizations and thus trymg to discern what the future holds 1
store

1t 15 not the purpose of this book to review all these theoes or
pass judgment upon them This has been done by others more
competent for that undestaking (As ene of the latest examples
{be reader may be referred to Piunm Sorokwns Socral Philoso-
Phies of an Age of Cnsis 2 thorough and elaborate survey of
wany philosophies about the crisis of our tme to which we shall
often have occasion to refer That study differs from the present
book 1n that the former 1s a screnufic work for the expert student
of philosophy and does not try to apply the conclustans of seien
ufic mvestigation 10 our present civilization ) Also such an at

tempt would swell thus study to the size of an
readers bookshelf and to the wey, o e

stomack Above all 1t w
from the one 1t 15 1ntend:
hensive screntfic wosk

ght of a stone sn fus bterary
ould gve this book a purpose dufferent
ed 1o serve 1t would become 2 compre
wntten for the intellectual few Ths 1
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On the one hand 1t 1s not cotrect that the history of mankind
constitutes one continuous process of progress We notice 1n
history that certain areas during certain periods produce what 15
usually called civiization or culture These cvilizatons are
hmited 1n time and i space, or, to say the least of it, there are
penods and areas m which civilization thrives and others 1n
whuch 1t 1s dormant There was a civilization which ongmated
the Nile Valley, blossomed there spread beyond the borders of
that valley but never reached, say, England or China or Peru
After a hfe span of about three thousand years 1t gradually
petered out as a distinctive civilization with a character of its
own and finally gave way to an era 1n that region which could not
be calfed civilized any more Simlarly the civibzation which
onginated 1n Rome and which had by the first century A p spread
over the Mediterranean, the Middle East and Western Europe
subsequently disintegrated and was replaced by a Dark Age
which lasted from about the fifth unti] the mnth century Simlar
Dark Ages followed or preceded other ctvilizations

This has led many modern historians to the conclusion that the
development of civilization has not been one of umnterrupted
progress 1t has msen 1 certain regions 1n certamn peniods and
then either temporanly fallen to nise again or disappeared al
together

At the same time the discoveries of modern times have brought
ever stronger evidence that other societies m distant ages and
countries have gone through expenences smmilar to our own

Thus we have come to view Western civilization as one of
many which have existed or exist as we have come to consider
the earth one of many planets revolving around the sun

This does not necessanly imply a denial of progress First of
all each civilization 1n itself shows one or more long ascending
Lines of progress But even when a civilization disappears valu
able creations which 1t has produced 1n the way of technique
science, art are wnhented and used by a following civilization
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It can bardly be qu stioned that belween the ant systems of vanous
cuftures there exist many selantes m botk smail and greal matters

Quie different howsver 1 the claun that the main stages of the lfe
ustory of a'l aft systems are the same that there eusty a umform
sequence of these stages and that (herelore the hfe curve of al} art systems
fas practically the same canfiguration with its zenrth 1n the ¢lassic penod
and 2 declime 1 the direction of the mal {archaic) and the final
{post lassic) penods These claums appear to me 10 be queshonable
There 13 a large body of matertal to support this doubl. [Sarokin op cif

4041
F When such tules are not querstated however they have 8 highly
mpartant cogmtive value To 2 considerable degree they make mtelliptble
a0 otherwie ncompreh¢nsible jungle of chaouc hstoncal events

There 15 no doubt that several of the above generalzanons are roughly
vald, when they are not d beyond their Teg boundary
{Sordkm 0p et p 45}

Apant from these assth hilosophues of ¥ himsted an

 1£ scope to the artistic expressions of civalizations many others
have tned 1o evaluate the present ersis of our civibization against
the wider background of tustory 1 all sts aspects and the expen

ences of other el These ph hies have d the
widest attentton 1 our tume because they strke at what people
imstuctrvely feel to be the heart of the matter Doey ustory hold
acfue 10 the future of Western ervilization?

For the reasons mentioned above we shall koot otrselves to
those 1nterp aof the ty hcentusy cnsss of
var crvilization which seem most wmportant both on account
of the value of thewr contents asd on account of the mfluence

they have exercised on the mund of our generats
0]
upon other works onl . e

ly where they are relevant
of Bxgument, Thas Y evant to the general line

we shall i scientific fields covered
make use of theyr work and sely on thee c e

onclustans as
seems justfied after enitseal sCrutiny puchs
m‘?anh;.: }l:‘::&xsf‘;n s h:laly based ourselves upon a seientifically
we shall try to assess
scan the horzons of the futpre ey sround s snd
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not what our tume most needs What 1t does need 1s faith m the
lustorie task of our civilization and 1n its possibalities It 1s to that
faith that this work hopes to contribute And »f this undertaking
1s to bear any fruit 1t must be kept within limits and expressed
m Iﬁ;lgunge itelligible to the average citizen of the Western
wor

* * =

Some of the comparative studies of cwvilization have hmited
themselves to the field of aesthetic forms trying to establish an
alogies in the development of various arts within each civilization

According to the Bntish author Sir Flanders Petrie for 1n
stance there 15 a umiform sequence 1 which the different forms
of art 1n each civilization emerge from the stage of archatsm into
that of free and nch expression The sequence 1 which accord
mg to him they always come o bloom 1s first arclutecture and
sculpture then i succession pamntng lterature music me
chamics science followed finally by what he calls wealth Ac
cording to the German author Paul Ligeti however the develop
ment of all eivilizations has started with an  archatectural stage
which imphies order effort law disciplime and rehigion and con
tnued through a plastic stage  which 1s a synthests of the pre
ceding and the subsequent stages toward a stage of panting
which stands for progress freedom mobility disorder materal
ssm utthtariamism  predominance of reason over faith

Other authors have advanced theories which assert that wathin
each civilization all forms of art pass through similar phases of
birth growth and dechne such as for instance an archai, a
classical and a decadent stage

The himited value of all these theories attempting to establish
stmilanies mn the development of art in different cultures 1s
summed up as follows tn the judgment of one who armed with
extenstve knowledge both of lustory and of the theones in this
field evaluated them as follows



A Russian View  Nikolas Danslevsky 11

e from hustory to hogussties and from Darwisism Lo the
ila:‘igalugfmon of xheryk“ss\an suble published 1 the magazine
Zana 3 series of atcles eatitled Russia and Europe 8 View
pomt on the Pohitical Relations between the Stavic and Germano-
Romanic Worlds In Russia the work smmeduately aroused great
saterest but not uptil 1390 was a French translation published
and not untd 1920 & German one An English translation has
never sppeated wath the tesult that n the Anglo Saxon wotld hus
1deas ate even today little known Yet they are of such wide scope
and penectrating character that he may well be considered the
spintual forerunner of both s most famous suceessors an this
field Spenler and Toynbee—even though neither of the two
pays any aftention to him probably because no translation 1
the lan,vage of erther author existed at the moment of his wnting

The object of Danilevsky s treatise was as sts ttle ndicates
50t to draw up a h

) 7 hy of civibzations 3t was
prmanly to scrutinze the relations between Europe and Russia

and 1o explain why these relations were inimical and were bound
10 remain so throughout the generations This fact 1s ascnbed by
the uthor to an msimchve antipmhy which Europe harbors
2,35t Russia a country she considers ahien ta herself thus ro
sentment in turn 15 traced to the circumstance that European
emihzation 1s on the dechne whereas that of Russia 15 10 1ts
astendancy

The pieture which the avthor pawmts of the aggressiveness
which Europe has shewn toward Russia 1 the cotrse of centunes
4nd of the distrust with which 1t has cansistently answered Rus
stan smeenty s of even more wntesest today if only for the msight
#t gves i the way the Stav mind views Euvrope However this
bart of Damilevsky s study 1s not direetly refevant to the subpect

(‘: tt:s book and we can therefose confine ourselves to recom
eoCing 18 reading to all those whe have to
¢ lations with the West sl Rus s

¥t 15 25 a 21 hne 1o hus sketch of this antagoassm between
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In practice this means that we shall first try to find certam
charactenstics of the mise and fall of civihzatons (Part I) we
shall then measure our present time by them (Part IT) and finally
draw the conclusions for the future of Western civilization (Part

1)

/4

A Russian View Nikolar Dantlevsky

THE 1dea that history repeats 1tself an the nise and fall of civilt
zations 1s by no means an mvention of our time The Stoics
Machiavelli Montaigne and others held a similar 1dea but none
of them tried to test 1t thoroughly agawst the facts of history

The first to elaborate shightly on this idea was the exghteenth
century Itahan philosopher Giovanm Battista Vico who de
veloped a theory of ricorst (historical returns) Each nation 1%
his opmion went through an identical cvcle nsmg from 2
heroic age of barbansm of the senses to z phase of true
civibzation and relapsing m an ovenntellectual decadent bar
barism of reflection  after which the cycle of civilization closed
~—only to be succeeded by a new cycle similar to the preceding
but with fresh cultural values added and therefore richer than its
predecessor

It was to take another hundred and fifty years before a more
thorough companson between different civihzations was drawn
up And even then 1t happened 1n an almost haphazard way 1
the course of a study dealing with a dufferent subject

In 1869 Nikolai Damlevsky a brlhant Russian government
offical who had produced studies on widely vaned subjects
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tan 1ng from Mustory 1o linguishics and from Darsimsm to the
devaluaon of the Russan ruble published 1n the magazine
Zana 2 sextes of articles entiled Russia and Evrope 2 View
point on the Politreal Relations between the Slavic and Germano-
Romanie Worlds * Tn Russia the wotk wnmediately aroused great
smterest, byt niot untl 1890 was a French translation published
and not until 1920 a German one An Englsh translation has
tever appeared with the result that in the Anglo Saxon worid s
ideas ate even 1oday hitlle known Yet they are of such wide scope
and penetrating chasacter that he may well be considered the
spintual foreruaner of both s most famous successors in this
field Spengler and Toynbee—even though newher of the twe
pays any attention to im probably because no translation 1
th Ianguage of erther awthor existed at the moment of bis wnting

The object of Dantlevsky s treatise was as 1ts tile inducates

not to draw up 2 comp hitasoph

prmandy to scrutze the tel

p phy 1t was
atons between Europe and Russia
and fo explain why these relations were iimical and were bound
{o rema 50 throughont the ger ratons Thus fact 15 ascnbed by
the author o an mstnctive antipathy winch Europe hatbats
2,unst Russia 2 country she considers ahen to hersedf thus e
sentment m turg 18 traced to the cwcumstance that European
omlization 1 on the dethne whereas that of Russia 18 10 1s
ascendancy

The picture which the avthor pamts of the aggressiveness
s#hich Eutope has shown toward Russia in the course of centunes
and of the distrust with shich 1t Bas cansistently answered Rus
s1an stagenty 15 of even more ynterest today 1f oaly for the insipht
it gves n the way the Slav mind views Europe However this
Purt af Damlevsky s study s not directly televant 1o the subject

2&\:\;‘5“?‘2: :ng we cant therefore confise ourselves o recom
ading 10 all those
e g o who have to deal with Russia s

1t 13 2s 2 sideline 10 Yus sketeh of thus antaganism between
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Europe and Russia that Damlevsky sets forth his theory about
the development of what he calls historico cultural types  but
which we shall merely indicate as  civilizations

European civilization 1s by no means the umversal civilization
—~a thought new 1n those days-—nor 1s 1t the only dynamic or
progressive one savs the Russian author it 1s but one of many
1t covers only the area of the Germano Romanic civilization
Most other civilizations, including 1o a certain extent even the
Hellenic ongmated outside Europe So did the Russian for Rus
s12 does not belong to Europe n the sense that it 1s a part or even
an offshoot of 1ts civilization 1t has taken almost no share in the
Iife and expenences of Europe but has led an existence of its
own

After thus having attacked and disposed of the self-centered
ness which up to then characterized the Western view of history
and civiization Danilevsky proceeds to develop his thesis that
the total history of mankind 1s composed of a number of different
historical cultural types each of which has its own character and
1ts own contribution to make to the cultural treasury of mankind
Danilevsky distinguishes twelve such civilizations which are 1n
chronological order the Egyptian the Chinese the Assyro
Babyloman the Phoemician Chaldean or Ancient Semitic the
Hindu the Iraman the Hebrew the Greek the Roman the Neo
Semitic or Arabian and the Germano Romanic or European
and m the Western Hemisphere the Mexican and the Peruvian
which both met violent death without completing their hfe course

Danilevsky divides all human tnbes and peoples mnto three
groups according to the part they play with regard to ervilization
The first group compnises those who conshitute posiive 1€ cre
atve forces by bringing forth the cavilizations enumerated above
The second group compnses the peoples which play a negative
or destructive tole such as the Mongols the Huns and the Turks
sn eathier tmes The third group compnses those populations
which neither reach the level of civilizations nor act as the de
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1 te the h
stroyer of decayng they © P
mas:y:cs which do not make history either 1n the positive o€ Begd

tne way butare nsed by the positne of negatne stoncal forces
a5 passive matenal for their actoaity and achtevement

Besides the posive cultural types of cuwilizatons there are the
uman uanverse intermittent temporary agenews ke the Huay the
Mongols and the Tucks who having performed thetr destructve mission
bave helped dying civilzauons 0 die and then scattenng their rematns
retumn fo thewr previous nothingness and disappeas Te can call them
the neganve agencies of history Sometmes hoaever construchive as
well as destruchve mussions aré performed by the same inbe as fac
mstance by the Germans and the Arabs Fumally there are tnbes or
peoples whose creative élan 15 for som teason arrested at 2n early stage
20t who are th efore desuned 10 be nether construthive nor destructive
neither gosuve mor negatve ageacies of fustory They presest only
etknographic materal a sort of morgame matter entenng the ustoncal
organisms the st cultural types U y these tnbes increase
bt vanety and richae 5 of the bistoncal types but in themselves they do
not achieve any histoncal wdwideabty

Someumes the dead and decayed cvilizations disinteprate to the fevel
of thus ethnographec matenal untl a new formatwe (creative) panmple
unies therr efements with a mxiure of other dements mnto 2 new
bistonical orgamsm until thes principle calfe them 10 gn wmdependent
hutorieal fe i the form of & new historicocw'tural type The Ppeoples
hat made up the Western Roman Empire sexve as an etample of this
They became ethnographic matenal after the Grumtegration of \he Empire
and re emesged m a2 new form known ay the Romame peoples after
expenencing the nfluence of the Germanie formative prnciple

To sum up The hustonical role of a tnbe or people 1 three fold 1t ¢s
eithier the poswsve creative Tole of a Wstoneo-cultural type (civihization)
or the destructve role—the so-calied scourges of God that tender the
coup de grace 1o sealle agonzing covdizations or the role of serving the
Ppurposes of others as ethnographic matenal {Zana No 2 Pp 8991}

D ky thea p ds to f

five general laws of
simlantzes which apply *o 2t peoples 1
o peop] comparable phases of

The fourth of these laws whch stresses the necessity of d;
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Europe and Russia that Danilevsky sets forth his theory about
the development of what he calls historico cultural types but
which we shall merely indicate as civilizations

European civilization 1s by no means the umversal civiization
—a thought new 1n those days—nor 1s 1t the only dynamic or
progressive one says the Russian author 1t 1s but one of many
1t covers only the area of the Germano Romanic civilization
Most other civihizations ncluding to a certawn extent even the
Hellenic, onginated outside Europe So did the Russian for Rus
s1a does not belong to Europe 1n the sense that 1t 1s 2 part or even
an offshoot of 1ts civilization 1t has taken almost no share m the
Ife and experiences of Europe, but has led an existence of 1its
own

After thus having attacked and disposed of the self-centered
ness which up to then charactenzed the Western view of history
and civihization Danilevsky proceeds to develop his thesis that
the total history of mankind 1s compased of a number of differeat
historical cultural types each of which has its own character and
1ts own contribution to make to the cultural treasury of mankind
Damilevsky distingshes twelve such civilizations which are 10
chronological order the Egyptian the Chinese the Assyro
Babyloman the Phoemcian Chaldean or Ancient Semutic the
Hindu the Iranian the Hebrew the Greek the Roman the Neo
Semitic or Arabian and the Germano Romamic or Europeas,
and 1n the Western Hemisphere the Mexican and the Peruvian
which both met violent death without completing their hfe course

Damilevsky divides all human tribes and peoples 1nto three
groups according to the part they play with regard to civilization
The first group comprnses those who constitute positive 1e  cre
ative forces by bringing forth the civilizations enumerated above
The second group compnses the peoples which play a negative
or destructive role such as the Mongols the Huns and the Turks
m eather times The third group compnses those populations
which neither reach the level of civilizations nor act as the de
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stroyer of & | they te the amorphous
masses which do not make Hustory erther 1n the positive of nega

tve way but are used by the posttive or negaute bustonscal forees
as passive magernal for their actiyity and achievement

Besides the postve cultcal types of cmibzatons there are m (e
human umverse mtermittent temparary ag neses Uke the Hums the
Mongols and the Turks who having pecformed thesr destructive mission
bave hetped dying avilizations to dis and theq scattenng thair remaas
setun to therr previous nothingaess and dusppear We ¢an call them
the negatve agenciey of history Sometimes hostver constructive ai
well 28 destructive musions are performed by the same inbe s for
wstanes by the Germans 2ud the Atabs Finally there are tnbes or
peoples whose creative Alan 15 for some teason arrested at an early stage
and who are therefore destimed to be neither constructive nor destructive
nether pomtive Dot mepauve agenct s of lstory They present only
ethnographtc matenal a sort of worganic matter entenng the histoneal
organisms the b tural s Ul these tribes increase
e varety 2nd fichness of the histonical types but 1 themselves they do
0ot acheeve any hustoncal mdraduality

Someumes the dead and decaged civilizations disintegrate to the level
of this ethnographic matenal unt a gew formatve (creattve) prnciple
umtes thewr elements with a waxwae of other tiemenls into 2 pew
bstoncal orgamsm until ths prnciple catis them 10 sn idependent
sttorical e 1n the form of 4 new histonco-cultural type The Ppeoples
Wat made up the Wesler Roman Empire serve as an example of this
They became ethnographic matenal after the disntegeation of the Empire
and reemerged 10 a new form known as the Romanic peoples after
experiencing the influence of the Germasic formatve primciple

To sum up The hstoncal tole of 2 tnbe or people 1 three fold g as
either the posityve creative ro'e of a Mstonco-cultural type (ewilization)
o the destructive ro'e—the so-called seourges of God that render the
€oup de grace 10 semfe agonizing cwhizabions or the role of serving the
purposes of others as ethoograptuc matenat {Zang, No 2 PP 89%1)

Dandevsky then procesds to formulate five eneral
stmlanties which apply to all e s

Oples 1 comparabl
development. peop comparable phases ot

The fourth of these laws which stresses the necessity of gy
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The claims of the individual to be free and the necessity for the state
to control are counter pressures of vast concern to modemn assayers
of r hation  For the Jack , b , the problem seemed
far simpler

They hived closer than we to an era 1n which control was vested in
but a Iimited number of nstitutions a monarchy and a herarchy
were the most important  Freedom they thought, must come as the
mevitable result of the destruction of monarchy and luerarchy Con
trol was not so much necessary as traditional  Dispose of tradition
and, 1n particular of traditional forms, and you have freedom  What
ever lumitations must anse will come as the result of self Imitation,
self-control  Thus by self government the Jacksonians meant a reso
lutwon of the tension of freedom and authonty in which the authonty
was evercised freely by free men 1n which control was not from
above but rather from oneself m which government was not over
the people, but rather government of the people by the people as
before Lincoln the tdea was phrased 1n the mtroductory article to
the first 1ssue of The Democrafic Review which 1s here mcluded

The Amencan Revolution had destroyed monarchy 1n thesr country
Even the bnief flurry of excitement of the early years of the Republic,
when the Federalists had been accused 1n some few cases with reason
of desiring a return to monarchy had died down The Amencan
nation had hved without a Mng for half a century 1t had proved to
the satisfaction of 1ts own people and to the dismay of the royalsts
of the rest of the norld that hings were decorative luxunies rather than
necessities

As for huerarchy while 1t presented more of a current threat it had
never really gamed a foothold n Amencs  There were too many
different religious settlements 1n colontal America for any one of them
to estabhsh itself as domunant aver more than a lumited area  Even
thns much of dommance was unusual - Yet the priesthood was regarded
as msidious and dangerous of thus the Jacksomans were fully con
vinced Therr fear of pnesthood added to the ever present xeno-
phobia on hoth cultural and economic bases ledtotheready acceptance
of native Amencanism by some fragments of the Jacksonian group

Monarchy then had been eliminated and the fear of ecclesistical
erarchies was a shying anay from shadows Y et there wasa strong
controlhng power which the Jacksonians Justly feared 1n pohitics and
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another 1n thest economic hife and more than esthes they dreaded thei
m:hb:aﬁl:tnwu a strong central government Self-government m
therr opimion had to be local government "Thewr spokesmen 1ang ‘;:i
changes on the Jeflersonan theme that the best go\'emmcnt‘u
which governs least  Their major objectson to taxation would scem‘
10 have been the use of the funds thus collected 1 governmental
actonty  Congress  sud Jackson hamself 1 Tus farewell to the
geople be had served, ‘has no nght wader the Constitution 1o take
money from the people unless 1t 15 required to execute some one of
the speafic powers intrusted to the Government Jackeon bike
most of bus followers musted on the lumitation of the government at
Washungton to speafic powers This was the basis of the Jack
sonisn opposition to the Wivg pohicy m which Henry Chiy was so
d of t d mternal

I P such as
roads and capals,

Tn 1830 Congress passed a bill autk the Federal G
to purchase stock in a pvate company to bwild a road frem Maysville
o Lexington Kentucky and thus fo gve its finanaal support 1o an
fernal mmprovement  Jackson vetoed this bill and hus reputation
for having unduly strengthened the executive branch of the govern
ment 15 largely based upon hus resolute stand m this matter to which

he later referred as 2 plan of unconstitutional expenditure for the
purpose of corrupt mfluence

Jacksons hewr Martin Van Buren carned on the fear of strong
government  He went so far as 1o msist that it was mdispensable

that the general government should have difficulty tn raising funds
1n order to guarantee economscal government

In no other way can
extravagance be prevented  he wiote to the Democrats of Indiana

who were mvesngating bis fitness as a candidate for the 1844 nomy
nation ‘Tt 1s the nature of man to spend that beedlessly which he
acquires without effort and to think httle of that which costs hittle
trouble to gam,

50 too Wilham Leggett whose services to the Jacksoman canse

1n b3 editonals i the New York £ ensng Post and m the Plandealer
Were ymportant wrote of the ‘T

rue Functions of Government  that
they are tesincted 10 the kg of genera! laws wmform and um
versal n theyr operation, for these purposes and for o other e
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msisted that government has no power to legislate 1n such a way that
one class gams an advantage over any other, nor to tamper mth
mdividual industey a smgle hau's breadth beyond what 15 essentual
to protect the nghts of person and property  In Leggett s wntings
1t 15 clear that the Jacksomans spoke as a rule for a middle class  He
attacks the Federal Government for having assumed authonty over
the people like that of parents ‘and with about the same degree of
impartiality One cluld becomes a favonte because he has made s
fortune and another because he has failed in the pursmt of that object,

one because of its beauty and another because of its defornuty
Thus he censures with an even hand the grantmng of favors to the
wealthy and of relief to the poverty strichen an attitude which places
the ‘ poor’ Iaborers for whom he claims to talk squarely i the muddie
The other great journalst in the Jacksoman tradition was Walt
Whitman, who appeared toward the end when the pro-slavery forces
had all but swamped the democratic elements 1n the Democratic
party Whitman’s editonals were a clarion call to return to the
themes of the Jacksomans Whitman, too emphasized the principle
of freednm from officious and overactive government  3en must be
masters unto themselves and not Jook to presidents and legslative
bodies for aid  He msists that It 1s only the novice n political
economy whe thinks it the duty of government to make its citizens
happy  Reforms cannot be forced upon men they must work ther
way through the munds of mdividual Not that legislation 15 com
pletely useless The legislature may and should when such things
fall 1n 1ts way lend 1ts potential weight to the cause of wrtue and
happmess It 1s only that e generally evpect a great deal too
much of law  and that there 15 a tendency to forget that the misuse
and intrusions of government have always been effected under the
specious pretext of bringing about the mcreased happness of the whole
y ‘Theonly y function of g 15 to prevent

any man or group of men from mfringing on the nghts of other men
Whitman descnibed the past of the United States as our great
expenment of how much liberty society will bear  In this he but
folloned Charles Stewart Daveis who nearly a quarter of a century
earlier when the Jachsonian mpulse was just ansing i Jeffersonzan
democracy hadsud  We have entered upon a sober expenment haw
far the smple moral principles of society are competent for thew own
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reservation  The sunple momd prinoples of soaety nvolve
E&Eﬁmm\ of the entire people Sl self-goverment ® ctt\:l;\nly
the expedient 1 pohtical hie 1he problem 18 yet to te m\'{ - ow
far the expedient 15 pracicable fot reconorhing authonty with 1 ‘n,
Thus the Jacksomuans spoke for freedom as they spoke of politics
Like thew predecessors the Jeflersonan democrats of the Age of
Reason thy felt the eyes of the world upan them as they earned out
the Améncan expenment in democracy  Lake the Jeffersonsans oo

they thought of this expenment as CTYING out the enterpnse of
freedam

Tre Freroos or FNTERPRISE

Thys enterpnse of freedom the Jacksomans tned to explore on the
economc level as well as the polneat  They took all too senously
the fay.sez fawe themes of sconomuc hiberakism  Here even more than
1 thexr political thinking they lost sight of the need for control under
the spur of the urge to hberty Their economic thought had sent:
mental appeal but was scientifically unsound

The strong controlling economuc force which they feared was a
ceptrabzed bank and 1t was such a bank which they thented from
their predecessors in pobitwcal control  Indeed the Second Bank of
the United States was 2 finantat octopus whose stotkholders made
auteageous profits at the expense of the Government and therefore av
the expence of the atuens A great deal of the entiosm whach the
Jacksomians levelled at the Bank wss justfied The Band disectors
were shawmeless i thew purchaste of members of Congress Diansel
Webster s relations wath the durectors are too welt Lnown 1o be wonh
fepeating and too scandalous to have been repexted as frequently as
they havebeen  The combination of Bank 2nd State the development
of which the Jacksonuans feared was victually a reality by the time
the Bank s charter came up for repewal 1832 Jackson s veto of the

Tl recharienng the Bank was one of the most populat acts of hus
administration

The Jacksonans however much they dislded the B:
ank and dis
trusted the fanon) shgarchy whach directed 1ts affars were at a
foss 10 provde an ptable sub

Thew es Torbade
2ny attempt at restnctian ar control of the Bark by the éqve

ment
A strong govemment would have beea necessary for that solunion 1o
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be effective No more could they advocate that the Government
should enter into the banking business for the same reason It was
charactenstic of the Jachsonmans that they dented the nght of the
Government to 1ssue paper money which they interpreted hterally as
Promissory notes

The solutions which the Jacksonian theonsts proposed had to be
based on a policy of decentrahization They favored a decentrahzed
state, they proposed the decentrahzation of banking The degree to
which they carried such proposals differed  Where more conservative
Jacksontans Like Jackson himself advocated a system of state banks
extrermsts hie New York’s ant: polists under the leadership of
Theedore Sedgwich Jr and Dr John Vethake beheved that bankug
should be thrown completely open to the public that any man who
so desired should be allowed to open a bank Banking sad ths
group, 15 an honorific name for the money trade for the buying and
selling of crecdit and should he no more restnicted than any other
bustness

Altogether the theme of monopoly loomed large in Jacksontan
economic thought  Stated very generally, the position taken was that
any corporate charter was a grant of privilege tantamount to 3
monopoly To obwviate the problems thus created esther no such
charters should be granted or all who applied should be given charters
That 15 erther no one or everyone should be granted a monopoly
If no one were to be granted a corporate charter the disadvantages
would be great 1n par hips or mndividual b for pl
there 1s unbmited hability which may be good from the viewpomt
of the creditors but not 1n the view of the business man  Corporate
charters on the other hand provided a desirable iimitation of habibity
‘The alternative was then to 1ssue corporate charters as a matter of
routine to all apphcants  Thus every man would be his own monop-
olist and all would be equal Had this theory been put into practice
the result would have exceeded the Runtanuan imagmings of W §
Gulbert

Yet with munor individual vanations this was the economic theory
which the Jacksonians called free trade  They carmed their theory
sometimes to absurd lengths  Wilham Cullen Bryant well hnown as
a poet 15 perhaps less well known as one of the chief editors of the
New York Evening Post and a leader of the  Locofoco democrats of
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ew York 1noneoilus editorals which 1s here reprinted Brr:m
eclares hus dbjection to usury laws as 2 form of government inter
arepcevnthfree trade  That suchlaws made 1t possible for mechames
nd small business men to borrow money without getting nto h(he
\ands of oppressive extortioners did not offset the fact that theee laws
tequired the government to ntervene Detween money seller and
maney buyes  Surely this may well be called consistency camed out
engths
m(a:\s:r:,;:im tangent Thomas Skidmore realized that however
equal the opportunities for free trading were kept in any one genera
ton the mhentance of property prevented the members of any one
generatton from gettng off to an equal start  Tn hus book talled
The Rights of Man to Property! Sladmore worked out an thaborate
and detatled but fantastic scheme whereby within each generation
there Tught be complete freedom of enterpnse but property could
not be handed down from generation to generation Each new
wmdvidual got off to a fresh start by being assigned his equal share of
the world s property out of the estates of those who died the year the
new owners were bom
Although such faddism cannot be completely elmmated in present
1ng Jacksontan social theory 1t must be remembered that every socual
movement has its lunatic fringe of those who take its slogans seriously
s gudes toaction rather than hightly as devices for catching votes or
support There were sounder and more moderate econome thinkers
among the Jacksomans  Witham Gouge was one tus Short History
of Paper Money and Banking s fhe Unmited States 15 a cateful account
based on whatever statistical mformation was available i bus tune
It 15 wlormed by hostility to banking and to paper money Gouge
was a3 anmous for data which could be used to attack the Second
Bank of the United States as Nucholas Brddle was to collect data 1
support of bus Bank  Gouge's Hastory was a platform for the dis
cussion of an economic program which mght have been though 1t
never actually was tried i practice
Again David Henshaw s analys:s of the Dartmouth Colfege Case
showed a clear grasp of the fundamental socIc-economic 1ssues which
“c‘;ii:hyﬁ‘he purely legal aspects of the decsion of the Supreme
petust “n; :kl;ﬁd that  declanng corporste tharters to be per
‘¢ contracts between the state and the corporations
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Justice Marshall and the members of his Court were placing the then
eusting corporations outside of the law and thus giving them a status
of extraordinary privilege which was dangerous to the well being of
democratic United States

To this list of more conservative thinkers on economic themes should
certainly be added the names of Stephen Simpson and Gilbert Vale
Both of these men were prmanly publicists rather than economists
yet both of them realized that the artisan class for which they spoke
could not engage 1n any considerable political activity without a basic
acquamtance with economic theory Simpson stated specifically his
mtention to write of political economy from the viewpomt of the
Amencan workers  Vale was clearly wnting for the same group
though he did not address himself explicitly to1t  Vale, 1n particular
should be recognized as a belated devotee of the Age of Reason He
still wrote wrthout affectation of government as a voluntary compact
for mutual protection of natural nghts and of the legitimate object
of legislators and governors whichis to protect the natural nights of
man and not to take the control of the property of soctety ~ Both
Simpson and Vale adhered to the theory that value 1s created by
labor  Vale argued agamst those who would destroy or prohibit the
use of machinery that the machine added to the value the laborer
could produce and was therefore desirable

Thus on the plane of economics the Jacksomans transformed fath
1 the enterprise of freedom into belief 1 the freedom of enterpnse
Some were sober 1n their programs while others devoted themselves
to tmpossibly Quitotic schemes for the reformation of the socal order
In a word Jacksonan politics was egalitanan Jachsoman economics
hbertanan

A PrOGRAM FOR LABOR

1f this 1s 5o two of the three watchwords of the French Revolution
have been d for It 1s possible to find an exp of the
third watchword fratermity among the Jacksonans but always on
class lines never on a nattonal basis  When Theophilus Fish declared
that capital and labor were 1n perpetual conflict he was but
making exphat one of the assumptions common among the Jack
sonians To Fisk and the others capital meant an ohgarchy of those
who Iived on the work of others which was united aganst a disumted
class of those who worked themselves
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solution was that this wotkung class should unite to
m;t\“\;: ‘f“::“\; of its opponents  General Trades Unions and “\g’;
mgmen s parties were the institutions whnch they thought shou‘ A
encouraged to strengthen working class umty  From Phuladelphua
from Boston from New York eame the call for the mechanics to umte
Langdon Byllesby a Philadelphuan proposed what Taght today be
called producer s cooperatives as the vemedy for pusting wnequalitses
Ely Moore master printer and 1ater member of Congress from \ew
York snd Fredench Robinson of Boston hmuted thew recommen
dations to the of unsans and fed of umons  All

like were hopeful of great achevement through organization  This
was thewr version of fratermity

Co rcuoston

These mtroductory temarks and the volume of selections they
preface should make 1t clear to the discerming reader why the Jack
soman movement and the party w which 1he movenent was gnen
partial evpression have proved so difficult 1o wtespret W was 2
aatch al mavement wnited W ws apposition o the finncal and
commerciat monopohes of the threelarge cities of Boston Philadelphia
and New York The nucleus of the movement everywhere was the
ame 2 relanvely welleducated and polineally conscious group of
lawyers journalists and skalled mechantcs whose uterests comnaded
with those of the slave-ownirg planters of the Southern States \o
sngle statement ean cover the vanety of positne programs they
enuncated  They were agreed on where they éid not want the
United States to go but differed sharply on everything else

Those who have tried to interpret this dwersisy mto unity eall to
mind the blind men who described an elephant on the basis of portal
sensory expenence of the animal  To depict a unity of view wheze &
multiphaty of views 1 evident s a clearer charactenzation of the

observers than of the obserned  To deny even the umty of dissent 15
equally navrow It s Jor that reason that the Jacksonuns as here
resented emerge as a mcrocosm of the United
n umty
Ome final eompanson As ane drwves o
1 of
By ofany Jarge city ona major

bound to see a large Signpost wath arrows pawnting him

States asa diversity
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Justice Marshall and the members of Ius Court were placing the then
existing corporations outside of the law and thus giving them a status
of extraordary pnivilege which was dangerous to the well beng of a
democratic United States

To this hist of more conservative thinkers on economic themes should
certatnly be added the names of Stephen Simpson and Gilbert Vale
Both of these men were pnmanly publicists rather than economusts
yet both of them reahzed that the artisan class for which they spoke
could not engage in any considerable pohitical activity without a basie
acquatntance with economic theory Stmpson stated specifically his
ntention to write of pohtical economy from the viewpomt of the
Amencan workers  Vale was clearly wnting for the same group
though he did not address himself explicatly toat  Vale in particular
should be recognized as a belated devotee of the Age of Reason He
still wrote without «ffectation of government as a voluntary compact
for mutual protection of natural nghts and of ‘the legitimate object
of legislators and governors whichis to grotect the natural nights of
man and not to take the control of the properts of socety  Both
Simpson and Vale adhered to the theory that value is created by
labor  Vale argued against those who would destroy or prohibit the
use of machmery that the machine added to the value the laborer
could produce and was therefore desirable

Thus on the plane of economues the Jacksomans transformed faith
i the enterpuse of freedom 1nto belief i the freedom of enterpnse
Some were sober in their programs while others devoted themselves
to impossibly Quixotic schemes for the reformation of the social order
In a word Jacksoman politics was egalitanan Jachsoman economics
hbertanan

A Prograxt ror Lasor

1f this 1s so two of the three watchwords of the French Revolution
have heen accounted for It 1s possible to find an expression of the
third watchword fratermity among the Jacksonians but always on
class hines mever on a national basis  When Theophtlus Fisk declared
that ‘caputal and labor were in perpetual conflict he was but
making expliat one of the assumptions common among the Jack
sonians To Fisk and the others capital meant an oligarchy of those
who lved on the work of others which was united agamnst a disunited
class of those who worhed themselves
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solgtion was that this working class should umie 1o
mgi;: v“;:a:z of 1ts opponents  Generad Trades Un\m\; m: \\‘ ;:‘k)c
nguen s parties Rere the wstitutions which they thoug] ;; gu‘ !
encouraged to strengthen working class umty  From Philadelphia
foom Boston, fram New 3 ork came the call for the mechanics to um\‘;
Langdon Byllesby a Thuladelphun proposed what mght today
called producer s cooperatines 3s the remedy for ensting nequahities
Ely Moore master panet and later member of Congress from New
Yorh and Fredench Rouson of Boston bumted their yecommen
datons to the of wvons and fed of umons  All

ke were hopeful of great achieement through erganization Thus
was thesr verswon of fratermty

Converoston

These mtroductory remarks and the volume of selectsons they
preface should make 1t clear to the discerning reader why the Jach
sonsan movement and the party n which the movement was given
partial expres 10n have proved so difficult to wnterpret It was a
catchall movement united 1 1ts oppoesition to the financa) and
commercal monopolies of the three large aties of Boston Philadelphia
and New York  The nucleus of the movement everywhere was the
same @ relately selleducated and pohiticall group of
lawyers joumalists and skilled mechanies whose mnterests

comaded
snth those of the slave-owning planters of the Southern States \a

sugle statement ¢an cover the vaniety of positne programs they
enn exted  They were agreed on where thes did not want the
United States to go but differed sharply on exerything eles

Those who have tred ¢ . evpeet thus duvessity mto unity call 1o
rnd the blnd men who described an elephant on the basis of parinal
sensory expenence of the anumal  To depict a unsty of view where a
multiphaty of wiews 1s evident 1s 2 cleater charactenzation of the
obrervers than of the observed  To deny even the umy of dussent 25
equally marow It 15 for that yeason that the Jacksomans as here
Dresented ewerge as a icrocosm of the United States a3 a dnersity
n umty

One final companson. As one dimves aut of an
y large &1ty on & major
highway he 13 bound to seea large signpost with arrows ponting him
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1o many possible destinations  ‘These arrows have but one thing m
common all alike point away from the city he has just left  Let this
stand as 2 symbol of Jacksomans Though they pownted to many
different possible Amenican futures all ahke pomnted away {rom an
Amenca of privilege and monopoly



PART ONE

The 1deal of Self Government






1
BNDREW JACKSON
A POLITICAL TESTAMENT!

EING ABOUT to Teture finally from public Ufe T beg leave to
offer you my grateful tharks for the many proofs of kindness
and confidence wluch T have recened at your hands Tt has

been my fortune i the discharge of public duties cvil and military

frequently to have found mysell m difficult apd trying situations
where prompt decision and energetic aclion were necessary and where
the mterest of the country required that high responsibiliies should
be fearlessly encountered and 1t 15 with the deepest emotions of
gratitude that 1 acknowledge the continued and unbrohen confidence
with which you have sustamed me 1 every trial v public hie has
teen a fong one and I cannot hope that it has at all imes been free
from errors But T have the consolation of knov ing that 1f mistales

have been committed they have not seriously imnjured the country 1

so anxiously endeavored to ene and at the moment nhen 1 sur

render my last public trust T leave this great people prosperous and
happy 1n the full enjoyment of Uiberty 1nd peace and honored and
espected by every nation of the world

U my humble efforts have n any degree contnbuted to presene

10 you these blessings 1 have been mare than rewarded by the honors

you have heaped upon me 1nd above all by the generous confidence

with which you have supported me  every pent and with which
you have contmued to aramate and cheer my path to the closing hour
of my political hfe The time has now come when sdvanced age and

a broken frame warn me to retire from public concerns but the recol

lection of the many favors you have hestowed upon me s engraven
upon my heart and I have felt that ¥ cou'd not part from sour service
without making this pubhc acknonledgment of the gratitude T one
you And d T use the occasion to offer to you the coun els of age and
experience vou vall I trust recenve them with the same indulgent

Fom F exl4di A dew ok € the Pestlesf % U 14§

3tk Io tales
® “hnzwn.‘x‘;as{:)“zp'; x'g T’r"e:t :::nl:et: ; Fetent [t U 1 St 5
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landness which you have so often ectended to me, and will, at Jeast,
see w them an earnest desire to perpetuate in this favored land the
blessings of liberty and equal laws

[Tz State oF TaE Navton]

We have now hved almost fifty years under the Constitution framed
by the .ages and patniots of the Revolution  The conflicts 1w whih
the nations of Eurape were engaged dunng a great part of this period
the spint 1n which they waged nar agamnst each other, and our mt.
mate commercial connections vith every part of the avihzed world
rendered 1t a time of much difficulty for the Government of the
Usated States We have had our seasons of peace and of war, withall
the evils which precede or follow  state of hostihity with powerfl
nations We encountered these trials with our Constitution yet 1 is
wfancy and under the disadvantages which a new and untned Gov
ernment must always feel when 1t 15 called 1spon to put forth its whole
strength without the hights of expenence to guide st or the weight of
precedents to justify s measures But we have passed triunaphantiy
through all these difficulies Our Constitution 1s no Jonger a doubtfol
evpenment, and at the end of nearly half a century we find thatit
has preserved ummpasred the hberties of the people secured the
rights of properts and that our country has improved and s flounsh
g heyond any former example 1 the histosy of pations

In our domestic concerns there 1s evers thing ta encourrge us, and
+f you are true to voursehes nothing can mmpede your march to the
Iaghest powot of national prospenty  The States which had so Jong
been retarded 1 thew improrement by the Indian tribes resiing
the midst of them are at length rehiey ed from the evi! and this unhapps
race — the ongmal duellers in our land —are nov phiced 1n & sitwd
tions shere we mas nell hope that they will share 1 the bles wngs of
crvilization and be saved from that degradation and destruction io
which they were rapidly hasterung while they remained in the States
and whle the safety and comfort of our own citizens have been greath
promoted by thewr removal the philanthropist will rejosce that the
remnant of that ill fated race has been at length placed beyond the
reach of injury or oppression and that the paternat care of the Gen
eral Government will hereafter watch over them and protect them

If we tumn to our velations with foreign powers we find our con
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dison equally gratifying  Actuated by the sincere desire to do justice
to every yation and to preserve the blesungs of peace our inter
course with them has been conducted on the part of this Government
10 the spint of frankness and I take pleasure in saving that it has
generally been met 1 2 corresponding temper  Difficulues of old
standing have been surmounted by friendly discussion and the mutual
desire to be Just and the caims of our citizens which had been fong
withheld have at length been acknowledged and adjusted and satis-
factory amangements made for thewr final payment* and with a
limsted and T trust a temporaty exceplion our relations with every
foreign power are now of the most fnendly character our cormerce
P g and our flag respected 1n every quarter of the

wotld,

{Te Neeo vor Untry 15 maE Uston)

These cheenng and grateful prospects and these muluiplied favors
#e owe under Provigence to the adoption of the Federal Constity
o7 It 15 no Jonger a question whether this great country can
#eriam happily united and flourish under our pre<ent form of govern
ment. Expenence the unermnng test of all human undertakings has
shorm the widom and foresight of those who formed it and has
Proved that 1n the un o of these States there 13 a sure foundation for
the brightest hopes af freedom and for the bappiness of the people
Atevery hazard apd by every sacofice thus Union must be preserved
niTL:E Recessty of watching with jealous anxiety for the preservation
, Fathe Union was earnestly pressed upon tus fellow citizens by the
‘l\;\t“ o‘iﬂ his country in s farewell address He has there told us
w ‘; ¢ expetience shall not have demonstrated Its mpractics
Who)m ere wilt alway s be reason to distrust the patriotism of those
— ;n)' quarter may endeavor 20 weaken its bonds  and he has
py us m the strongest terms agamst the formatio,
| dm%‘mhml disciminatiors as one of the means which mght
Ry 18 and to whick designing men would be likely to
 The
s w;‘:::; :Or;\::ln;d in this invaluable legacy of Washington to
oty st be chenshed 1n the heart of every atize
N test generation and perhaps 2t no penod of time cor 1d ey
[T refers o the St 10 Claums agawst Franc } could they
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be more uselully remembered than at the present moment For
when we look upon the scenes that are passing around us and dwel
upon the pages of his parting address, his paternal counsels would
seem to be not merely the offspring of wisdom and foresight, but the
voice of prophecy foreteling events and warmng us of the evl fo
come Forty years have passed since this tmperishable dacument was
gwen to hus conntrymen  The Federal Constitution was then regarded
by him as an evperiment, and he so speaks of 1t 1 his address, but
an experiment upon the success of which the best hopes of s country
depended, and we all know that he was prepared to lay down bs
Iife, 1f necessary to secure to st a full and a fair trial The tral bas
been made It has succeeded beyond the proudest hopes of those who
framed 1t Every quarter of this widely extended nation has felt s
blessings and shared in the general prosperity produced by its adop-
tion But amud this general prospenty and splendid success the
dangers of which he narned us are becoming every day more evident
and the signs of evil are suffictently apparent to anaken the deepest
anxiety 1 the bosom of the patriot We behold systematic cfforts
publicl, made to ow the seeds of discord between different parts of
the Umted States and to place party divistons durectly upon geo-
graphieal distinctions  to excite the sonlh aganst the nortk and the
norih aganst the sou k& and to force mto the controversy the most
delicate and esciting topics topics upon which 1t 1s :mpossible that
a large portion of the Unmon can ever speak without strong emotion
Appeals too are constantly made to sectional mterests n order o
nfluence the election of the Chief Magstrate as if 1t were desired
that he should favor a particular quarter of the country instead of
fulfilling the duties of his station with tmpartia} justice to ali and the
possible dissolution of the Unon has at length become an ordman
and famihar subject of discussion Has the narning varce of Wash
ington been forgotten? or have designs already been formed to sever
the Union? Let 1t not be supposed that I impute to ai} of those who
hare taken an acte part an these unwise and unprofitable disens
stons a want of patriotism or of public virtue  The bhonorable fechng
of State pride and local attachments find a place 10 the Losoms of
the most enlightened and pure But while such men are conscious of
therr own ntegnity and honesty of purpose they ought never to
forget that the citizens of other States are their political brethren
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en they may be in their views the grest
:: \:(A:h :\:‘::‘;‘:qu“;ﬁ‘;:mﬁ tand upynght with themselves Mutual
;usgnnons andl reproaches may 1 time ereate mutual bospbty and
it and deogrimg e wi always be fousd who are rady to
oment these {atal drsions and to wnflame the natural jealousies of
diferent sections of the country The hustery of the world 1s full of
such examples and especually the hustory of republics
That have you to gam by dwiton and dissension? Delude not
sourselves with the belief that 2 breach once made mav be aftet
wards repawred  1f the Umion 15 once severed the hine of separation
wil grow wider and wider and the controverses whith are now
debated and settled 1 the balls of legslation Wil then be tried 1n
fields of battle 2nd determined by the sword Neither should you
deceive yourselves with the hope that the first line of separation »ould
be the permanent one and 1hat notbing but harmony and concord
would be found tn the new associations formed upon the disolutiun
of thus Urton  Local mterests would still be found there and unchas-
tened ambition  And if the recollection of common dangers 1 which
the peaple of these United States stood ide by side agunst the com
mon foe the memory of victones won by therr umted valar the
prospenity and happiness they bave enjoyed under the present Con
stitwtin the proud name they bear as anzens of this great republie
1f all these recollections and proofs of common wnterest are not strong
enotigh to bind us together as one people what tie will hold united
the new divisions of empire when these bonds have been broken and
this Union dussevered? The first line of separation would not last for
& single generation new fragments would be torn off new leaders
would spring up and this great and glonous republic would soon be
Brohen wto a mulintude of petty states without commerce without
credit Jealoas of one another armed for mutual aggresuan loaded
with tazes to pay armies and leaders seekng a1d agamst each other
from foreign powers irsulted and trampled upon by the nations of
Ewrope untll barassed with conl cts and humbled and debased 1n
spint they would be ready to submut 1o the absolute domuimon of
2y malitary adventurer and to surrender ther hberty for the sake of
e s sl vo Yook on the consequences that would
mevtably follow the destruction of this Gow ernment and not fee
dimant when we hear cold exlculations sbout the valye of the
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Union and have so constantly before us a hine of conduct so well cal
culated to weaken 1ts ties

There 15 too much at stake to allow pnde or passion to wnfluence
vour decision Never for 2 moment belteve that the great body of
the eitizens of any State or States can deltberately mtend to do wro
They may, under the influence of temporary or misguided
opnons, commit mistahes they may be misled for 1 time by the
suggestions of self interest but 1n a commumty so enlightened and
patnotic as the people of the United States, argument will soon make
them sensible of their errors, and when convinced, they will be ready
to repair them If they have no higher or better motives to govern
them, they will at least percenve that their own interest requires them
to be just to others as they hope to receive justice at their hands

{NULLIFICATION AND STATES Rrcmuts]

But m order to mamntamn the Unton ummparred st 1s absolutely
necessarv that the laws passed by the constituted authorities should
be faithfully executed 1n every part of the country and that every
good citizen should at all times stand ready to put down with the
combined force of the nation every attempt at unlaw ful resistance
under whatever pretest 1t may be made or whatever shape 1t m3)
assume Unconstitutional or oppressne Jans may no doubt be passed
by Congress either from erroneous views or the want of due considers
tion f they are within the reach of judicial authonity the remeds
1s easy and peaceful and if from the character of the law 1t 1s an
abuse of power not within the control of the judiciary then free dis-
cusston and calm appeals to reason and to the justice of the people
will not fail to redress the wrong But until the law shall be declared
void by the courts or repealed by Congress no individual or combt
nation of individuals can be justified 1 forably resisting 1ts evecu
tion It 15 impossible that any Government can continue to exist
upon any other principles It would cease to be a Government and
be unworthy of the name 1f 1t had not the poner to enforce the eve-
cution of its own laws within its own sphere of action

It 1s true that cases may be imagined disclosing such a settled pur
pose of usurpation and oppresston on the part of the Government as
would justsfy an appeal to arms  These however are extreme cases
which we have no reason to apprehend 1n a Government where the
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ower 15 m the hands of 2 patriotic people and no citizen who loves
15 country would 1n any £ase whateser resort to forcible resistance
sless he clearly saw that the tume had come when a freeman should
prefer death to submisston for 1f such a struggle 13 once begun and
the cituzens of one section of the country arrayed 1n arms agatnst
those of 2nother i doubtful confhict let {he battle result as it may
there will be an end of the Umon and withit anend to the hopes of
freedom The victory of the mjured would nat secure ta them the
Blessgs of liberty 1t would avenge thewr wrongs but they would
themselves shate m the common yun

‘Rut the Constitution cannot be mantamed nor the Union preserved
1n opposition to public feeling by the mere exertion of the coeraive
powers confided to the General Government  The foundations must
be 1ad tn the affections of the people 1n the secunty it gives to hie
iberty character and property 1n every quarter of the country
and m the fraternal attachment which the atizens of the several
States bear to one another as members of one pohtical family mutu
ally Yo promote the happ of each other Hence the
atizens of every State should studiously avord everything caleulated
to wound the sensibility or offend the just pnde of the peaple of other
States and they should frawn upon any proceedings withun their own
borders likely to disturb the tranqullity of ther political brethren in
other portions of the Union In a country so extensive as the United
States and with purswits so vaned the wnternal regulations of the
several States must frequently hffer from one another 1 ymportant
P and this diff 15 dably mcreased by the vary
mg prnaples upon which the Amencan colomes were ongnally
planted princples which had taken deep root 1 thetr social relations
before the Revolution and therefore of necessity wfuencing theyr
policy since they became free and mdependent States But each
State has the unquestionahle right to regulate wts owm mternal con
cerns according to 1ts own pleasure  and while 1t does nat intetfere
with the nghts of the people of other States of the nghts of the Union
every State must be the sole judge of the measures Proper to secure
the safety of its aitizens and promote thewr kappiness and all eff
on the pat of people of other States to cast odium upon ther mﬂo o
twons and all measures calculated to disturb thewr nights of pmp:::
OF 1o put wn jeapasdy their peace and wternal tranquility are 1n d,,cc};
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opposition to the sprit m which the Union was formed and must
endanger 1ts safety Motwves of phulanthropy may be assigned for
this unwarrantable interference and weak men may persuade them
selves for a moment that they are laboring 1n the cause of humantty
and asserting the rights of the human race, but everyone, upon ssbet
reflection will see that nothing but mischief can come from thee
mproper assaults upon the feehngs and nghts of others Rest assured
that the men found busy n this work of discord are not worthy of
your confidence and deserve your strongest reprobatton

In the legislation of Congress also and m every measure of the
General Government, justice to every portion of the United States
should be faithfully observed No free Government can stand without
virtue m the people and a lofty spint of patriotism and if the sordid
feelings of mere selfishness shall usurp the place which ought to be
filled by public spinit the legislation of Congress will soon be con
verted 1nto a scramble for pessonal and sectional advantages Unéer
our free institutions the citizens of every quarter of our country ¢
capable of attaining a high degree of prosperity and happiness without
seeking to profit themselves at the expense of others and every such
attempt must m the end fail to succeed for the people in every part
of the United States are too enlightened not to und d ther
onn rights and interests and to detect and defeat every effort to gam
undue advantages over them and when such designs are discovered
it naturally provokes resentments wiich cannot always be eastly
allaved Justice full and ample Justice to every portion of the United
States should be the ruling principle of every freeman and should
guide the deltberations of every public body whether it be State of
national

[L1srts oF FEDERAL POWER]

1t 15 well known that there have always been those amongst us who
wish to enlarge the powers of the General Government and expen
ence would seem to mdicate that there ts a tendency on the part of
this Gosernment to overstep the boundanies marked out for 1t by the
Constitution  Its legitimate authonty 1s abundantly sufficient for all
the purposes for which 1t was created and its powers being expressh
enumerated there can beno justification for claiming anything bey ond
them Eterv attempt to exercise power beyond these imits should
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be prouply and sty oppened For s el exsle wll lead 10
other measures still more Kr‘msﬁ'nmvus, and \ﬁ‘\:pzr:‘r;‘?: ol cons!
wers or SU or ¢

:;::115?“ be pmﬁpegsm Jushiy the assumption of 2 pawer nat 8‘";
by the Constitution the General Government will before lang absor]
all the powers of Jegishation and you will have 1 eflect but one
consolidated Government  From the extent of quc country s dvers
fied imterests duffrrent pursuts and diffecent babits 1t 18 toa abvious
for argument that 3 single consohdated Government would be wholly
madequate to watch over and protect its interests and every fnend
of our free nstitutions should be always prepared to mamtain um
paired and 1 full vigor the nghts and sovereignty of the States and
to confine the action of the General Government strictly to the
sphere of 1ts appropriate duties

There 1 perhaps no one of the powers conferred on the Federal
Government so hable to abuse as the taxmng power  The miost pro-
dJuctive and convement sources of revenue Were necessanly gnen to
1t that 1t mught be able to perform the mportant duties imposed
upon st and the taves which 1t lay s upon commerce being concealed
from the real paver 1n the prce of the arti le they do not so r~zdily
atiract the attention of the people as smaller sums demanded from
them directly by the tax gatherer But the tax wnpoced an goods
enhances by so much the price of the commodity ta the consumer
and as many of these dunes are tmposed an articles of necessity
which are daily wed by the great body of the people the money
aised by these tmposts 15 drawn from thewr pockets Congress has
m0 nht und v the Constitution to take money from the pop'e
unless 1115 req ured to execute some one of the specific pow ers itsusted
ta the Government and if they rasse rare than 1s necessary fof sach
PUIpases it 1 an abuse of the power of tasation and whyest and
ophressite It may indeed happen that the revenn will sometumes
;xc:ed the amount anticipated when the tates vere fard  When

owever this 15 ascertmped 22 15 easy €0 reduce them and 1 sxch

a;ase 1 15 unquestionably the duty of 1he Government to reduce

Wem for no arcumstances can astify it in 25suming a power naot

a: en ta ‘u b, ; the Conststution nor in taking away the mortey of
‘'t Peopl when 1 i3 not needed for the

e Jegitimate wants of the
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opposttion to the spinit 1n which the Unton was formed and must
endanger 1ts safety Motives of philanthropy may be assigned for
this unwarrantable wterference and weak men may persuade them
selves for a moment that they are laboring in the cause of humanity
and asserting the nights of the human race, but every one, upon sober
reflection will see that nothing but muschief can come from these
mproper assaults upon the feelings and rights of others Rest assured
that the men found busy m this work of discord are not worthy of
your confidence and deserve your strongest reprobation

In the legislation of Congress also, and 1n every measure of the
General Government justice to every portion of the United States
should be faithfully observed No free Government can stand without
virtue m the people and 2 lofty spint of patriotism and if the sordid
feelings of mere selfishness shall usurp the place which ought to be
filled by public spint, the legislation of Congress will soon be con
verted mto a scramble for personal and sectional advantages Under
our free mstitutions the citizens of every quarter of our country are
capable of attamnmg a ugh degree of prospenty and happiness without
seeling to profit themselves at the expense of others and every such
attempt must in the end fail to succeed for the people 1 every part
of the United States are too enhightened not to understand thew
own nights and mnterests and to detect and defeat every effort to gan
undue advantages over them and when such designs are discovered
it naturally provokes resentments which cannot always be eastly
allaved Justice full and ample justice to every portion of the United
States should be the ruling prmaple of every freeman and should
gwde the dehberations of every public body whether 1t be State or
national

{LussTs or FEDERAL POWER]

It 15 well known that there have always been those amongst us who
wish to enlarge the powers of the General Government and expent
ence would seem to indicate that there is a tendency on the part of
this Government to overstep the boundaries marked out for it by the
Constitution  Its legitumate authonity ts abundantly sufficient for all
the purposes for which 1t was created and 1ts powers being expressly
enumerated there can be no yustification for clauming any thing bey ond
them Evers attempt to exercise power beyond these lmuts should
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to

be promptly and fiemly oppased For one el emmpllee :’(diolmal‘:uc
other measure. stil more nuschierous and of the prsap! :
tuwe poners or supposed advantages of temparary QrCUmSIANCes
shall exer be permatted to justify the assumption ofa powtlr n:)t 5\:2
by the C the Genestl G will pefore oni absor!
all the powers af legislation and you will have effect but one
consolidated Government  From the extent of out country ws diversy
red wterests different pursusts and different hatuts 1t1s too obvious
for argament that a sngle consohidated Gorernment would be wholly
inadequate 1o watch over and protect s mterests and every fnend
of our fre¢ wstitutions should be always prepared to mamtan unim
parred and n full wigor the nghts and sovereignty of the States and
to confine the action of the General Government stnctly to the
sphere of 1ts appropnate duties

There 15 perhaps no one of the powers conferred on the Federal
Gosernment so liable to abuse as the taxing power The mrost pro-
duct ¢ and convenient sources of revenue were necessanly gren to
@ that it ought be able to perform the wsportant duties wrposed
upo it and the tates which 1t lays upon commesee bemng concealed
from the real payer in the puce of the article they do not so readils
attract the attention of the people as smaller sums demanded from
them directly by the tax gatherer But the tax imposed an goods
enhances by so much the price of the commodity to the consumer
and =5 many of these duties are 1mposed on articles of necessity
whuch are dadly used by the great body of the people the money
rassed by these impo 1s 15 drawn from their pochets Congress has
no nght under the Conshtution to take money from the peaple
@ less it 1s required 1o exvecute some one of the spenfic posers wmttusted
to the Government and Jf they rasse more than 18 necessary for such
Purpeses 1t 15 an abuse of the poner of tavauon apd unjust and
oppressive It mas indeed happen that the revenue wll somatimes
exceed the amaunt ant ap ted when the taves were Tad  When
howeser this 1s ascertagmed 1t 35 casy to reduce them and b such

A e 1t1s unquestionably the duty of the Gavernment to reduce
them {or 1o Grcumstances can 3 ufy 1t 1n assuming a power not
g:en o ‘\l by the Constitution nor 1n taling awa\ the ™oney of
the people vhen 1t 15 not needed for the le, Litvia

o ol Gitimate wants of the
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Plain as these principles appear to be 3ou wll yet find that there
15 a constant effort to induce the General Government to go beyond
the hmits of its taung power and to mpose unnecessary burdens
upon the people Many powerful wnterests are continually at work
to procure heavy duties on commerce and to swell the revenue beyond
the real necessities of the public service and the country has already
felt the injurious effects of their combined influence They succeeded
n obtamung a tanff of duties bearing most oppressively on the agi
cultural and laboning classes of soctety and producing a revenue that
could not be usefully employed within the range of the powers con
ferred upon Congress and, in order to fasten upon the people this
unjust and unequal system of taxation extravagint schemes of
internal 1mprovement were got up i vanous quarters to squander
the money and to purchase support Thus one unconstitutional
meastre was intended to be upheld by anather, and the abuse of the
power of taxation was to be mamntained by usurping the power of
expending the money n mternal improvements You cannot have
forgotten the <evere and doubtful struggle through which we passed
when the Evecutne Department of the Government by its veto
endeavored to arrest this prodigal scheme of mjustice and to bring
back the legislatton of Congress to the boundaries prescribed by the
Conststution? The good sense and practical judgment of the people
when the subject was brought before them sustamed the course of
the Executne and this plan of unconstitutional evpenditure for the
purpose of corrupt influence ts I trust finally overthrown

The result of this decision has been felt 1n the rapid exunguishment
of the public debt and the large accumulation of a surplus in the treas
ury notwithstanding the tanff was reduced and 1s now very far
below the amount ongmally contemplated by 1ts advocates But
rely upon 1t the design to collect an extravagant revenue and to
burden you with taxes beyond the economical wants of the Govern
ment 15 not yet abandoned The vanous interests which have com
bined together to impose a heavy tanff and to produce an overflowing
treasury are too strong and have too much at stake to surrender the
contest The corporations and wealthy indnviduals who are engaged

3[The reference bere 15 to Jacksons 1830 seto of 2 bll which authonzed the
government ta purchase stock 1n a pvate compan) to build a road from Vayswille
to Lerngton Kentucky — the Maysulle Road Veto ]
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wn large manufactuning establishments desire a hugh tand c:lu -:m\ehas;
their gaws  Designing pohicans will support it to conahate the!

fuvot and to obtasn the means of profuse expenditure for the purpose
of purchasing influence 1n other quarters and since the people have
decwded that the Federal Gosernment cannot be permtted 1o employ
1ts meame m ntermal improverments eforts wll be made to seduce
and mistead the citizens of the several States by halding ot to them
the decentful praspect of benefits to be dernved from a surplus revenue
collected by the General Government and annuaihy diided among
the States And if encouraged by these fallacious hopes the States
should disregard the prmoples of econromy which ought to charac
tenze every republican Goversment and should mdulge m lavish
expenditures exceeding their resourtes they will before long find
themselves oppressed with debis whith they ase unable to pay and
the temptation wiil become wresistible to support 2 high tand tn acder
to obtam 2 surplus for distnbution Do not allow yoursehes ms
{ellox aitizens to be rusled on this subject  The Federz) Gasernment
cannot collect a urplus for such purposes wathout viclatmg the pnin

aples of the Constitution and assurming powers shich have not been
granted It 1s mmoreover a system of injustice and aF persisted i
wil inevitably lead to corruption and must end m rmn - The surplus
revenie will be deawn from the pochets of the prople from the faxmer

the mechantc and the laboning classes of society  but who will recene
1t when distributed among the States where 3t 15 to be disposed of
by leading State pohtictans who bave friends to favor and pohical
Ppattisans to graufy? It nill certainly not be retumed to those who
pa1d 1t and who have most reed of it and are honestly entitled to 1t

There 1s but one safe rule and that is 1o confine the Genera! Govern

ment ngidly within the sphere of us appropnate duties It has no
PORer 10 fa1se A rerenue of Impose taxes except for the purposes enu

mezated sm the Constitution and 1f its income 18 (ou‘:\d 1o exceed

these wants 1t should be forthwith reduced and the burdens of the
people o far Lightened

{CurrEr c¥ AND Bawmmg Porrcy}

In reviewing the conBlicts whuch have take
n place between difiereny
interests 1 the United States and the policy pursued since the adop-
tion of our present form of government we find nothmng that bag
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produced such deep-seated evil as the course of legislation n relation
to thecurrency ‘The Constitution of the United States unquestionably
mntended to secure to the people a cuwrculating medium of gold and
sitver But the establishment of a national bank by Congress with
the privilege of 1ssuing paper money recewvable n the payment of
the public dues and the unfortunate course of legislation in the several
States upon the same subject drove from general circulation the con
stitutional currency and substituted one of paper in its place

It was not easy for men engaged an the ordinary purswats of bust
ness whose attention had not been particularly drawn to the subject
to foresee all the consequences of a currency exclusively of paper,
and we ought not, on that account to be surpnised at the facihty
with nhich Jaws nere obtamed to carry mto effect the paper system
Honest and even enlightened men are sometimes misled by the spe
cious and plausible sta of the d But experience has
now proved the mschiefs and dangers of a paper currency and 1t
rests waith you to determine whether the proper remedsy shall be
apphed

The paper system being founded on public confidence and having
of 1tself no intninsic value 1t 1s hable to great and sudden fluctuations
thereby rendenng property mnsecure and the wages of labor unsteady
and uncertain  The corporations which create the paper money can
not be relied upon to heep the circulating medium umform 1n amount
In times of prospenity when confidence 1s high they are tempted by
the prospect of gain or by the influence of those who hope to profit
by 1t to extend their 1ssues of paper bevond the bounds of discretion
and the reasonable demands of business  And when these 15sues have
been pushed on from day to day until public confidence 15 at length
shaken then a reaction takes place and ther immediatels withdras
the credits they have gnen suddenh curtait their issues and produce
an unexpected and rwnous contraction of the arculiting medium
which s felt by the whole community  The banks by this means save
themselves and the mischievous consequences of their imprudence or
cupidity are visited upon the public  or does the evd stop here
Theee ebbs and flows 1n the currency and these indiscreet extensions
of crecat naturally epgender a spint of speculation injurious to the
habuts and character of the people Ve have already seen ats effects
i the wild spuat of speculation in the public fands and variaus Kinds
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of stoch winch vathn the fast year of two seized upon such (a ol

sude of our atizens and threatened to pervade all elasses of rmt‘)
and 1o wuthdraw theie attention from the saber pursuits ol bonest
mdustry It 15 not by encouraging this spint that we shall best ‘1)3“\
serve public virtue and promote the true interests of out country u\ :
f your currency contmues as exclusively paper as it now 1s it Wi

Foster this eager destre to atnass wealth without labor 1t will muluply
the number of dependents on bank ac d and bank favers

the temptation to obtain money at any sacnfice will become stronges
and stronger and mevitably lead {o cormuption ahich will find st
way 1o your pubbe councls and destrov 2t na distant day the
penty of your Goveramest Some of the ewls which arse from this
system of paper press with peculiar hardship upon the clse of somets
{east able to bear 1t A portion of this curreney frequently becomes
depreciated or worthless and all of it 15 easilly counterfested 1 such
a manner 25 to require pecubar skill and much expenence to dis.
tinguish the counterfeit from the genuine note  These frauds are most
generally perpetrated in the smaller notes which are used 1 the
daily transactions of ordinary business and the losses occastoned by
them are tommonty thrown upon the Yabonng elasses of sotety whose
stuation and pursuits put it aut of theyr power to guard themsehves
from these tmpositans and whaee dally wages are neces.ary for thex
subistence It 15 the duty of every Government so to regulate sty
currency as to protect this numerous class as far as practicable from
the imposttions of avarice and fraud It 1s more especsally the duty
of the United States where the Government 15 eriphatically the
Government of the people and where this respectable portion of our
cituens ate 5o proudly d stinguished {rom the labonng classes of alt
ather nations by thewr mdependent spirtt thesr love of liberty thewr
wtelligence and thes high tone of moral character Thest industes

w peace 15 the soutce of our wealth and ther bravery in war has
covered u with glorv and the Gavernment of the Ursted States wilf
but Wl db charge 1ts duties f 1t Teaves them a prey to such dishonest
wapositions  Yet #t 1s evsdent that their interests cannot be effecty

a\'l%k?rotected unless silver and gold are restored to circulation

se iews alone of the paper CULTENCy are s
ufficient to
wnmediate veform but there gk

s another consideration which should
stil more stsongly press upon your attention
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Recent events have proved that the paper money svstem of thy
country may be used as an engmne to undermine your free institutions,
and that those who desire to engross all power 1n the hands of the
few and to govern by corruption or force are aware of 1ts power and
prepared to employ it Your banks now furnish your only arculating
medium, and money 15 plenty or scarce according to the quantity of
notes 1ssued by them While they have capitals not greatly dispro-
portioned to each other, they are competitors 1n business and no one
of them can exeraise dominion over the rest, and although m the
present state of the currency, these banks may and do operate mnjun
ously upon the habits of business, the pecuniary concerns and the
moral tone of saciety, yet from their number and dispersed situation
they cannot combine for the purpose of pohitical influence, and what
ever may be the dispositions of some of them  their power of mischief
must necessanly be confined to a narrow space and felt only in ther
immediate neighborhoods

But when the charter for the Bank of the United States was obtawed
from Congress, 1t perfected the schemes of the paper system and
gave to its advocates the position they have struggled to obtain from
the commencement of the Federal Government down to the present
hour The immense capital and pecubiar privileges bestowed upon 1t
enabled 1t to exercise despotic sway over the other banks in every
part of the country From its supenor strength 1t could senously
injure 1if not destroy the business of any one of them which might
ncur 1ts resentment, and 1t openly claimed for nself the power of
regulating the currency throughout the Umted States In other
words, 1t asserted (and 1t undoubtedly possessed) the power to make
money plenty or scarce at its pleasure at any time and wm an)
quarter of the Union by controlling the 1ssues of other banks and per
ymthing an expansion or compelling a general contraction of the circu
lating medium according to its own will  The other banking nstitu
tions were sensible of 1ts strength and they soon generally becamets
obedient instruments ready at all times to evecute ws mandates
and with the banks necessarily went also that numerous class of
persons in our commercial aties who depend altogether on bank
credits for their solvency and means of business and who are there
fore obliged for their own safety to propitiate the favor of the money
paner by distinguished zeal and devotion in its service  The result
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rsed legisl which established thus great P

::a:h:o lgo:g:ntmc the whale moneved pover of the Union with its
d 1ts numerous dependents under

baundless means of corruption an
the direction and command of one acknowledged head thus org:\nd
1zing this particulsr interest as one body and secunng 101 unty BN
concert of action througbout the United States and enabling 1t to
brng forward upon any occasion its entue 4nd undwided smng:ih
to suppoet or defeat amy measure of the Gorernment  In the hards
of thus formudable power, thus perfectly orgamzed sas alsg placed
unlimited dommon over the amount of the arculating medium
gving st the power to regulate the value of property ard the fruts of
Yabor 1n every quarter of the Union and to bestow prospenty or bnsg
rum upon any city of section of the country as might best compart
with 1ts own Jaterest or policy

e are not left to conjectuse how the moneyed power thus orgn
1zed and with such a weapon 1n sts hands would be likely to use 1t
The dustress and alarm which pervaded and agitated the nhole coun
try when the Banh of the United States naged war upon the people
n order to compel them to submit to i1ts demands cannot yet be for
gotten The ruthless and unsparing temper with which whole aties
and were oppressed indsviduals unpx hed and rutned
and a scene of cheerful prospenty suddenly changed mio one of
gloom and despondency ought o be indelibly 1mpressed on the mem
ory of the people of the Umited States If such was 1ts powes 1 3
ume of peace what would 1t not have been 1n a season of war with
an enemy at your doors® o nation but the freemen of the United
States cauld hase come out victorious from such a contest yet of
you bad not conquered the Government would have passed from the
hand of the many to the hands of the few and thns arganized maney
power from uts secret conclave would have dictated the chowce of
your hughest officers and compelled you to make peace or war as best
stuted thew own wishes The §orsns of your government might for a
time have reman d but s $ving spint would have depasted from it

The disteess and sufferings mflicted on the le by th
#1e some of the fruits of that 5 Tch 1otk

stem of policy which 15 contunually
strng to enlarge the a sthonty of the Federal Government, beyand
the huuts fred by the C The pavers w that
snstrument do not confer on Congress the right to establish such a
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corporation as the Bank of the United States and the evil conser
quences which followed may warn us of the danger of departing from
the true rule of construction and of permutting temporary cwcum
stances or the hope of better promoting the public welfare to flu
ence, 1n any degree, our decisions upon the extent of the authority
of the General Government Let us abide by the Constitution as it
1s wnitten or amend 1t 1n the constitutional mode if 1t 1s found to be
defectrve

The severe lessons of expenience will, I doubt not be sufficient to
prevent Congress from again chartering such a monopoly even if the
Constitution did not present an msuperable objection to 2t But jou
must remember my fellow atizens, that eternal vigilance by the
people 15 the price of hberty, and that you must pas the price of you
wish to secure the blessing It behooves you therefore to be watchful
1 your States as well as in the Federal Government The power
which the moneyed interest can exercise when concentrated under 2
single head, and with our present system of currency was sufficiently
demonstrated in the struggle made by the Bank of the United States
Defeated 1n the General Government the same class of intriguers and
politicians will now resort to the States and endeavor to obtain there
the same organization which they failed to perpetuate in the Unton
and with specrous and deceitful plans of pubhic advantages and State
interests and State pride they will endeavor to establish sn the dif
ferent States one moneyed mstitution with overgrown capital and
exclusive privileges sufficzent to enable 1t to control the operations of
the other banks Such an institution will be pregnant with the same
evils produced by the Bank of the United States although its sphere
of action 1s more confined, and 1n the State 1 which at s chartered
the money power will be able to embody 1ts whole strength and to
move together with undivided force to accomphsh any obyect st mas
wish to attain Y ou have already had abundant etidence of 1ts power
to nflict injury upon the agnicultural mechanical and labonng classes
of society and over those whose engagements in trade or speculation
render them dependent on bank facilities the domtnion of the State
monopoly will be absolute and thewr obedience unlimited  With
such a banh and a paper currencs  the mones power would in a few
years govern the State and control 1ts measures and if a sufficient
number of States can be induced to create such establishments the
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\sme il soon come when st will again take the fild agamnst lhe\!m\:!
States and sucteed 1 perf and perp ns y
from Congress
: cl‘:a\:eo;e of the seims evils of our present system of bankg that
1t enables one class of society and that by no means a numerous one
hy uts control over the cutrency to act wmjuniously upon the interests
of all the others and to exeraise mote than 1ts just proportion of influ
ence 10 political afiaws The agaeuitural the mechaniea) and the
Iabonng classes have little or no share the direction of the great
moneyed corporations 30t from thest Baluts and the natute of the
putswts they are weapable of forming extensie combinations to act
together with umited force Such concert of action may sametim*s be
produced 1n a single ity or 1 a small district of country by means of
personal cormunieations with each other but they have no regular
or actnve correspondence with those who are engaged in similar pur
stits i distant placer they have but bitle pattonage to give to the
press and exercise but 2 small share of wllvence over st they hase
ro crowd of dependents above them who hope to grow nch without
labo by ther countenance and favor and who are therefore alnavs
ready 1o evercise thewr vishes The planter the farmer the mechanic
and the laborer all know that their success depends upon therr own
mdustry and econorny and that they must not expect ta become sud
denty neh by the frouts of thew voil, Yet these classes of society form
the great body of the people of the United States they are the bone
and snew of the country men who love hberty and destce nothmg
b ¢ equal riohts and equal faws and who moreover ho'd the great
ma s of our natwnal wealth although 1t 18 distisbuted 1 moderate
amounts among the mlions of freemen who possess ' But with
overnhelming numbers and, wealth on thew side they are in constant
dan er of los ng therr fast 1nfluence 1n the Government and wath et
ficults mamtan their Just nights agunst the incessant efforts daily
made to encroach upon them The musclyel pr.ags from the power
shieh 1he moneved nteregt dertves trom a paper currency which
they are able to contsal from the multitude of corparations with
s Senc ot s e el taong n the
and urless 301 become m:’” ?MIL:&‘ aftogether far their benefiy
ST of monpoly and the re walchiul m your States and check this
st for exclusive povieges sou will 1 the
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end, find that the most important powers of Government have bea
gven or bartered anay and the control over your dearest mterests
has passed into the hands of these corporations

The paper money system and 1ts natural associates, monopoly and
exclusive privileges have already struck their roots deep m the so,
and 1t will requrre all your efforts to check 1ts further growth and to
eradicate the evil  The men who profit by the abuses and desire to
perpetuate them will continue to bestege the halls of legislation 1 the
General Government as well as in the States and will seek, by every
artifice, to mslead and decenve the public senants It 1s to y ourselves
that you must look for safety and the means of guarding and perpetu
ating your free mstitutions In your hands 1s nghtfully placed the
sovereignty of the country and to you every one placed in authonty
1s ultimately responsible It 1s always in your power to see that the
wishes of the people are carried into faithful evecution and thei will
when once made known, must sooner or later be obeyed And while
the people remain, as I trust they ever will uncorrupted and mncor
ruptible and continue watchful and jealous of their nghts the Govern
ment 1s safe and the cause of freedom will continue to triumph over
all 1ts enemies

But 1t will require steady and persevering exertions on your part
to rid yoursehves of the imiquties and muschiefs of the paper system
and to chech the spint of monopoly and other abuses which have
sprung up with 1t and of which 1t 15 the mam support So mam
interests are united to resist all reform on this subject that you must
not hope the conflict will be 2 short one nor success easy My humble
efforts have not been spared during my admimstration of the Govern
ment, to restore the constitutional currency of gold and siver and
something I trust has been done towards the accomplishment of this
most desirable object But enough yet remawns to require all your
energy and perseverance The power however 1s in your hands and
the remedy must and will be applied if you determine upon 1t

{TmoucnTs oy Foretey Poricy anp Matrovat DEFENSE]

While I am thus endeavoring to press upon your attention the
principles which I deem of vatal importance 1n the domestic cancerns
of the country, I ought not to pass over, without notice the important
considerations which should govern your policy towards foreign
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posers Ttis unquestionably our true 1nterest to cultivate the most
frendly understanding with every nation and to avoid by eveny
honorsble means the calamittes of war and we shall best attan this
object by frankness and sincenty im oLt foreign intercourse by the
prompt 2nd farthful execution of treattes and by justice and impar

fiahity 1n our conduct toall But nonation however desirous of peace

can hope to escape occasional colhisions with other powers and the
soundest dictates of policy sequire that we should place ourselves in
2 condition to assert our nights 1f @ resort to force should ever become
necessary  Our local sitvavion our long line of seacoast indented by
aumerous bays with deep rivers opening into the intenor as well as
our extended and still increasing commerce pownt to the navy as our
natural means of defense Tt will in the end be found to be the cheap-
est and most effectual and now 1s the time 1n a season of peace and
with an oserflowing revenue that we can, year after year add to
1ts strength wathout increasing the burdens of the people It 1s your
true policy  For your ravy will not enly protect your nich and floue

shing commeree i distant seas but will enable you to reach and
annoy the enemy and will give to delense uts greatest efiorency by
mretig danger at 3 distance from home It 15 impassible by any line
of fotifications to guard every pownt from attack agamst 2 hostile
force advancung from the ocean and selecting 1ts object hut they a ¢
muspensable to protect cupes from bombardment dack yards and
naval arsenals from destruction to give shelter to merchant vessels 1n
ume of nar and to single ships or weaker squadrons when pressed
by supenor force  Fortifications of this description cannot be too soon
completed and armed and placed 1n 2 condition of the most perfect
preparation ‘The abundant means we now possess cannot be apphed
1n.any manner more useful to the country and when this 1 done and
our naval force sufficently strengthened srd our mihta armed we
need not fear that any naton wall wantonly msult us or needlessly
provoke hostilities We shall more certamly preserve 1

15 well understood that we a e L3 peace when ot

prepared for war

o [Coxcrusiov)
prestnung to you my fellow aitizens these partm, coun!

ha:; brought before you the leading princsples upfn vshxih 1 ens;]:'xvl
ored 1o admunister the Govemnment i the bogh office with which
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you twice honored me Knowing that the path of freedom 1s con
tinually beset by enemies who often assume the disguise of friends
I have devoted the last hours of my public Lie to warn you of the
danger ‘The progress of the United States under our free and happy
wnstitutions has surpassed the most sanguine hopes of the founders of
the Republic  Qur growth has been rapid beyond all former example,
w numbers 1 wealth 1n knowledge, and all the useful arts which
contribute to the comforts and convenience of man, and from the
earliest ages of history to the present day there never have been
thirteen millions of people associated together 1n one political body
who enjoyed so much freedom and happiness as the people of these
United States Yeou have no longer any cause to fear danger from
abroad your strength and power are well hnown throughout the
crvdized world, as well as the high and gallant beaning of your sons
It 1s from within among yourselves from cupidity from corruption
from disappointed ambition and mordimate thirst for power, that
factions will be formed and Lberty endangered It 15 agawnst such
designs whatever disgwise the actors may assume that vou have
especially to guard yourselves You have the highest of human trusts
commtted to your care Providence has showered on this favored
Jand blessings wathout number and has chosen you as the guardians
of freedom to preserve 1t for the benefit of the human race May
He who holds 1n his hands the destintes of nations mahe you worthy
of the favors He has bestowed and enable you with pure hearts and
pure hands and sleepless vigtlance to guard and defend to the end
of time the great charge he has commutted to your Leeping

My own race 1s nearly run advanced age and faing health wam
me that before long I must pass beyond the reach of human events
and cease to feel the vicissitudes of human affairs T thank God that
my hfe has been spent in a land of Iiberty and that He has given me
a heart to love my country with the affection of a son  And filled
with gratitude for your constant and unwavenng hindness I bid you
a last and affectionate farenell



2
THE DEMOCRATIC REVIEW

AN INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT
OF THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLE'

mE caaractEs and desiga of the work of which the first num
ber 15 here offered to the public are intended to be shadowed
forth in s name the United States Maga sne and Democratsc
Rewew 1t has had its ongin wn 2 deep convicuon of the necessity of
such a work at the present entical stage of our national progress for
the advocacy of that hugh and holy democratic principle which was
designed to be the fundamental element of the new socul and political
system created by the Amencan expenment for the vindicauion of
that prinarpte from the charges daily brought agawnst it of responst
iluty for every el result growing out 1n truth of adventitious e
cumstances and the 2dserse elements unhappily combined with it in
our for 1ts p from those and those
hostile wfivences by which we see its beneficent and glonous tend
encies to no shight extent perverted and paralyzed for the illus-
tration of truth which we see perpetuslly darkened and confu.ed by
the arts of wily error for the protection of those great interests not
alone of cur country but of humamty looking forward through
countless ages of the future which ne believe to be ‘itally committed
wuth the cause of Amencan Democracy This 13 1n broad terms the
maw motive in which this undertaling has had uts ongin this 1s the

abject tovards which 1 all its departments mote or less directly 1ts
efforts will tend

There 13 a great deal of muteal msunderstanding between our
parties butin truth there does not exsst in the people with reference
(0 uts great masses that irreconcilable hostiity of opuons and lead
g pnciples which would be the natural inference from the violence
. \(an((t)hel \)lcnlmdu:lmn IV L tdSt 3 e & dDemocrot ¢ Renew
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of the party warfare m which we are perpetually engsged There docs
exist 1t1s true, an essential opposition of principles proceeding from
oppostte pomnts of departure, between the respectie political creeds
or systems of our two great parties, the Democratic and the Why
but we feel well assured that the great bods of the latter party those
who supply their leaders and leading interests with their votes do not
nghtly understand the questions at 1ssue m thetr true popular bear
ings, and that 1f these could but be exhibited in their proper hights
to their sound minds and honest hearts they would soon be found
ranged by the hundreds of thousands under the broad and bright
folds of our democratic banner

[First Prancrere oF DEMOCRACY SELF GOVERNMENT]

So many false 1deas have msensibly attached themselves to the
term democracy, ' as connected with our party pohtics that we
deem 1t necessary here at the outset, to make a full and free pro-
fession of the eardmmal principles of political farth on which we take
our stand prmnaples to which ne are devoted with an unwavenng
force of conviction and earnestness of enthustasm which, ever smce
they were first presented to our minds have constantly grown and
strengthened by contemplation of them and of the mcaleulable capa
bilitres of social improvement of which they contan the germs

We believe then 1n the principle of democratic republicamsm 1 1ts
strongest and purest sense We have an abiding confidence in the
virtue ntelligence, and full capaaty for self government of the great
mass of our people, our industrious honest, manly intelligent aulltons
of freemen

We are opposed to all self styled wholesome restrints on the
free action of the popular opwnion and will other than those which
have for therr sole object the prevention of precipiate legislation
Thys latter object 1s to be attaned by the expedient of the division of
power, and by causing all legislation to pass through the ordeal of
successive forms to be sifted through the d of coord:
legislative branches with mutual suspensive veto powers Yet all
should be dependent with equal directness and promptness on the
wnfluence of public opimon the popular will should be equally the
ammating and moving spint of them all and ought neser to find 1n
any of 1ts own creaturesa self imposed power capable when misused
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onest efror of resistng itself and
;‘:!h“ vy mmptdambmo:dfb tct Wecannot therefore look with

eating its own determuni ] 1
an eye of favor on any such forms of represeatation as by length o
tenure of delegated power tend to weaken that universal and unr:
Yaxing responsibility to the vigilance of public opuion which 15 the
true conservative prmup!e of our 1nstitutions,

“The great question here occurs which 15 of vast tmportance to this
contey (s 1t not once near dissohing the Unwn, and plunging ot
inta the abyss of avl war?) of the relatnve nghts of majonties and
sunonties Though we go for the republican prnaple of the suprem
acy of the will of the majority we acknowledge In general a strong
sympathy with mmonities and consider that their rights have a Jugh
mora} cam on the respect and justice of majonties 2 clanm not
always fauly recognized i practice by the latter W the full sway of
powes when flushed with trrumph and impelled by strong wnterests
Thus has ever been the pomnt of the democratic ¢xase most open to
assault and most dificudt to defend This dufficulty does not znise
from any wtnnsic weakness The democratic theory 1s perfect and
harmonious w all its parts and 1if this powst 1s not o self-evsdently
clear as the rest 1s generally i all candid discussion, conceded 1o be,
1t 15 because of certain false princaples of government wlhuch have 1
all practical expenments of the theory been interwoven with the
democratic parttons of the system bemng borraned from the example
of anti-democratic sy stems of g t Ve shall always be willing
to meet this question frankly and faurly The great argument agamnst
pure democracy drawn from this source 1s ths

Though the mun object with reference to which all socal wstita
tions ought to be modelled 15 undenably as stated by the democrat

Ihe greatest good of the greatest number, yet 1t by no means follaws
that the greatest number always ughtly understands its own greatest
good  Highly pernicious error has aften possessed the minds of nearly
awhole pation while the philosopher 1 his closet and an enlightened
fem about bim powerless agaw ¢ the overnhelming current of popular
z;t);xd:ce 20d excttement bave alone possessed the truth which the

generation may perbaps secogmze and practice though ws
suthar oo snted bas proably 1n s awa tume been its martyr
z;h;‘agdg\na\dndopnon of the truth would have saved perhaps oceans
and mountatns of wisery and cnme  How much stronger
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then the case agamst the absolute supremacy of the opimon and will
of the majonty, when 1ts numerical preponderance 15, as often hap-
pens comparatively small And if the larger proportion of the mot
wealthy and cultivated classes of the society are found on the side of
the minonity, the disinterested observer may well be excused if be
hesitate long before he awards the judgment, i a difficult and com
plicated question 1 favor of the mere numercal argument Majon
ties are often as liable to error of optnion, and not always free froma
simuilar proneness to selfish abuse of power, as mmnonties, and a vast
amount of injustice may often be perpetrated, and consequent genera!
social injury be done, before the evil reaches that extreme at wh.ch
1t nights atself by revolution moral or physical

We have here we believe correctly stated the ant: democratic side
of the argument on this point It 1s not to be dented that 1t possesses
something more than plaustbiity It has certainly been the st
ment of more m)ury to the cause of the democratic principle than alt
the bayonets and cannon that have ever been arrayed m support of it
agamnst that prinaiple The mference from 1t 15 that the popular
opinion and will must not be trusted with the supreme and absolute
direction of the general imnterests, that it must be subjected to the

conservative chechs of minonty interests and to the regulation o
the more enlightened wisdom of the ‘ better cla.ses and those to
whom the possesston of a property test of ment gives what they
term a stake i the community  And here we find ourselves in the
face of the great stronghold of the ant: d tic or arstocralic
principle

It 15 not our purpose n this place to carry out the discussion of this
question The general scope and tendency of the present worh art
designed to be directed towards the refutation of this sophistical reason
ing and inference It will be sufficient here to allude to the leading
1deas by which they are met by the advocate of the pure democratic
cause

In the first place the greatest number are more Likely at least asa
general rule to understand and follow thewr own greatest good than
15 the munonty

In the second a minonty 1s much more hlely to abuse power for
the promotion of 1ts own selfish interests at the expense of the majonty
of numbers the substantial and producing mass of the nation than




THE DEMOCRATIC REVIEW R

oo
tey 15 1o oppress unjustly the former The ocial evilisal
::nh c::: ‘;mpoalzcnaldy greater This 15 2bundantly prov edby :\‘:
hustaty of all anstocratic nterests hat have ensied m‘\'ar\:s :
degrees and rodifications the world A majonty a\nnedsu xsf
upon & Tunotity While the natunal and i Lm‘ uwiform tendency Qd
2 momonty sed with € tal y 6 to surr:dun
\tuelf wath wealth splendor and power at the expense of the produc
ing mass creating and perpetuating those aruficial sonal dstanchions
which violate the natural equality of nghts of the human race and at
the same tume offend and degvade the true dignity of human nature
In the thed place there does not naturally exist any such ongmal
supenonty of 2 munonty class above the great mass of a communaty
m wtelligence and competence for the duties of government even
putting out of view 1ts constant tendency toabuse from selfish motnes
and the safer bonesty of the mas The general diffusion of education
the fatity of access to every speaes of knowledge smportant to the

great mteres s of the commumity the freedom of the press whose very
i

cannot iy impait 1ts p value 1n ths
country at Ieast make the pretensions of those self styled ‘better
classes o the sole p of the requisite wntelhigence for the wan

sgement of public affairs too absurd to be entitled to any other treat
went than an honest ranl) contempt  As far as supenot knowledge
ang talent confer on their possessor a natural charter of prvilege to
control his 2.soctates and etert an wfluence on the direction of the
general affasrs of the community the free and natural action of that
prvlege 19 best secured by 2 perfectly free democrabic system which
#ll abolish all artifical distinctions and presenting the accumula
ton of any social obstatles b advancement will permit the free
development of every germ of talent wherever st may chance ta cust
¥ hether on the p oud mountasm summt i the humble valley or by
the wayside of corumon life
But the question 15 noy et satisfactortly answered how the rela
uion between majorities and ranonities 1n the {requent <ase of 3 ¢o}
Yision of sentrrents and particular interests 15 to be 5o adyusied as to
ccure a mutual respect ¢f rights 0 presenve harmony and good nid)
and save society feom the malum extremum discordta from being as a
hause dwided agamnst wseld and thus 1o afford free scope to that com
petuon distusson and mutust moral wfluence which cannot buy
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result 1n the end 1n the ascendancy of the truth and in “the greatest
good of the greatest number ’ On the one side, 1t has only been shown
that the absolute government of the majonty does not always afford
a perfect guarantee agamnst the mususe of 1ts numencal power over
the weakness of the mmonty On the other, 1t has been shown that
this chance of misuse 1s, as a general rule, far less than i the opposite
relation of the ascendancy of a mmonty, and that the evils attendant
upon 1t are wnfinitely less, 1n every pomnt of view mn the one case than
the other But this 1s not yet a complete or satisfactory solution of
the problem Have we but a choice of evils? Is there then sucha
radical deficiency m the moral elements implanted by sts Creator 1n
human society that no other alternative can be devised by winch both
evils shall be avoided and a result attamed more analogous to the
beautiful and glorious harmony of the rest of hus ereation?

It were scarcely consistent with a true and iving faith 1n the exst
ence and attributes of that Creator so to believe, and such 1s not the
democratic belief The reason of the plausibiity with which appeal
may be made to the expenence of so many republics to sustam this
argument against democratic institutions 1s that the true theory of
national self government has been therto but imperfectly under
stood bad principles have been mixed up with the good, and the
republican government has been admimstered on 1deas and in a spint
borrowed from the strong governments of the other forms, and to
the corruptions and manifold evils which have never faled i the
course of time to evolve themselves out of these seeds of destruction 13
ascribable the eventual failure of those experiments and the conse-
quent doubt and discredst which have attached themselves to the
democratic principles on which they were 1n the outset mainly based

[STRONG GOVERNMENT A DANGER TO LIBERTY]

It 1s under the word government that the subtle danger lurks  Under
stood as a central consolhidated power and directing the
various general interests of the society all government 1s evil and the
parent of evil A strong and active democratic government n the
common sense of the term 1san evil differing only 1n degree and mode
of operation, and not 1n nature from a strong despotism  This differ
ence s certamnly vast yet inasmuch as these strong governmental
powers must be wielded by human agents even as the powers of the
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enden

Qespotisms 1L afteralt only adifferencen m&hl&i ?:\-:l:pm?!
to demorzlization and tyranny s the same 3 ‘ban
of the evil sesults 1s much more gradual and slow in the one c‘a;e Y
intheother Hence the demagogue hence ‘E‘f faction hence the mob,
‘hence the violepce lic and hence the 'h :
struggles of parties and theis leaders for power hence the abuws of
that power by majonrties and their leaders hence the mndirect oppr:;-
stons of the general by partial mterests hence (fearful symptom) the
demoralizaticn of the great men of the nation and of the nation wself
proceeding unless checked m vime by the more healthy and patnotic
partion of the muid of the nation rallying aself to reform the pnn
aples and sources of the evil gradustly to that point of matunty at
which reliel from the tumult of moral and physical confusion 1s to be
found only under the shelter of an energetic armed despotista

The best governiment 1 that which goxerns least Na hurnan de-
posttones can with safety be trusted with the power of legislation
upon the general interests of society so as to operate durectly or inds
rectly on the industry and property of the communty  Such power
must be perpetualiv lable to the mest pernicous abuse from the
natursl mperfection both 1 wisdom of judgment and punty of pur
pose of all human legistation exposed constantly to the pressure of
partial nterests interests which at the same tume that they are
essentally selfish and tyranmeal are ever wiglant persevenng and
subtle tn all the arts of deception and corruption  In fact the whale
hustory of human society and govemment may be safely zppested to
n evidence that the abuse of such power a thaus.ndfold more than
overbalances ats benefial u e Leglation has been the frtful
parent of nune tenths of all the el marel 2nd phywical by whuh
mankind has been afficted 1= ¢ the creation of the world and by
which human nature hag been self-degraded fettered and appressed
Government shondd have 2s dle as possible to do with the general

busiress and wnterests of the people 11t once undertake these func
tons as s nbtful province of action 1t 15 wwpossible ta say to it
“Ths far shalt thou go and wo farther It will be mpossble ta
< fint 11 10 the public mterests of the commonealtk It will be per

e ually tampering wth private mterests and sending forth seads of
comaption which sil} sesult o the demoralizatian of the ety Tis

domestic achon hould be confined to the admunsstration of Justice
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result, i the end, 1n the ascendancy of the truth and in * the greatest
good of the greatest number ' On the one side, 1t has only been shown
that the absolute government of the majonity does not always afford
a perfect guarantee agatst the mususe of sts numerical power over
the weakness of the minonty On the other 1t has been shown that
this chance of mususe 15, as a general rule, far less than in the opposite
relation of the ascendancy of a munonty, and that the ewils attendant
upon 1t are infinitely less, in every pomt of view, in the one case than
the other But this 1s not yet a complete or satisfactory solution of
the problem Have we but a choice of evils? Is there then, sucha
radical deficency 1n the moral elements smplanted by its Creator v
human society that no other alternative can be devised by which both
ewvils shall be avoided, and a result attamned more analogous to the
beauttful and glortous harmony of the rest of his creation?

It were scarcely consistent with a true and hiving faith in the exist
ence and attnibutes of that Creator, so to believe and such 1s not the
democratic belief The reason of the plausibiity with which appeal
may be made to the experience of so many republics to sustam this
argument agamnst democratic institutions 1s that the true theory of
national self government has been hitherto but mperfectly under
stood bad principles have been mixed up with the good and the
republ oVt has been ad; ed on 1deas and mn a spnt
borrowned from the strong governments of the other forms, and to
the corruptions and manifold evils which have never failed n the
course of time to evolve themselves out of these seeds of destruction1s
ascnibable the eventual faiure of those experiments and the conse-
quent doubt and discredit which have attached themselves to the
democratic principles on which they were 1n the outset manly based

{STRONG GOVERNMENT A DANGER 70 LInERTY]
1t 1s under the word government that the subtle danger lurks  Under
stood as a central Lidated power ging and directing the
various general interests of the society all government 15 evil and the
parent of evil A strong and active democratic government 1n the
common sense of the term 1s an ewil, differing only 1n degree and mode
of operation, and not in nature from a strong despotism This differ
ence 1s certamly vast yet, inasmuch as these strong governmentsl
powers must be wielded by human agents even as the powers of the
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1t of the science of political economy
mni;:ndnt::“;::‘z::: r:‘v:: :‘1’“ add afords a satwlactory and e
fert w‘““}:n of the great problem otherwise usslved of the relative
origies and munanttes.
ﬂ%:;::gp\e herelore constitutes our powt of depaxture (ll h?‘s
never yet réctved any other than a very partial and ‘ml*"{“h ?"Pm
cation to practice among men 21 human soaery having bt(exl\ h\\ eyt
perpetually chained down to the ground by mynads of hiliputran
fetters of artificial government and prescription Nor are we yet pre-
pared for 18 ful adoption 1 ths country  Fax very farmdeed from
3t yet 15 our gradual tendency toward it clear and sure  How many
generations may yet be required belore our theory and prachice of
government shall be sifted and anafyzed down to the lowest point of
sumplicity consutent with the preservation of some degree of national
Organization Mo one tan presume 1o prophesy  But that we are on
the path toward that great result to which maniund 15 to be guided
down the long wvista of future years by the democratic prinaple
walking hand 1n band with the sister spint of Chustianaty we feel a
fatth as mmplicit as that with which we beheve 1 any ather great
‘moral truth
This 15 all generabization and therefore though necessary probably

dull We have endeavored to state the theory of the Jefiersoman
democracy to whuich we prafess allegance n s abstract essence
however unpopular st appears to be i these latter days to the
onze  These are the onginal ideas of Amencan democracy and we
would not give much for that  practical knowledge whiek 25 sgaorant
of and affects to disregard the essential and abstract princrples which
really constitute the anumating saul of what were else Wfeless and
naught The application of these 1deas to practice 1 our pohtica)
28awrs 13 ¢bvious and smple Penetrated with a perfect faith in theyr

ternal truth we can never besiate as fo the direction to which 1
every practical case ansing they must pownt with the certamty of
the magnetized needle and we have no deste 1o shenk from the
responsibility at the outset of a frank avanal of them n the broadeet
general banguage

{ExprrsENTALISY NoT RavicaLisy)
But having done 5o we will nat be further raisunderstood and we
hope not Tstepresented as to smmediate practical viens We deem
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for the protection of the natural equal nights of the citizen and the
preservation of social order

[Tax PrivcrpLe or FREEDOM]

In all other respects, the rolunfary principle the pnncple of free
dom suggested to us by the analogy of the divine gosernment of the
Creator, and already recogmized by us v 1th perfect success n the great
.ccal interest of religton affords the true golden rule’ which 1s
alone abundantly competent to work out the best possible general
result of order and happiness from that chaos of characters, 1deas
motives, and mterests human soctety Afford but the single nucleus
of a system of admunistration of justice between man and man and
under the sure operation of this prmaple the floating atoms will dis
tribute and combwe themselves, as we see m the beautiful natural
process of crystalhization, mto a far more perfect and harmomous
result than if government, with its fostering hand ' undertake to
disturb under the plea of diwecting the process The natural laws
which w1ll establish themselves and find their own level are the best
Taws The same hand was the Author of the maral as of the physical
world and we feel clear and strong 1n the assurance that we cannot
err 1n trusting 1n the former to the same fundamental principles of
spontaneous action and self regulation which produce the beautiful
order of the latter

This 13 then we consider the true theory of government the onc
sumple result towards w huch the political science of the sorld 1s grad
ually tending after all the long and vaned expenence by which ot
will have dearly earned the great secret the elr of pohucal hfe
This 1s the fundamental principle of the philosophy of democracy to
furmsh a system of admustration of justice and then leave alf the
business and 1nterests of society to themselves to free competition
and association 1 a word, to the rolntary princsple

It 15 borrowed from the example of the perfect seff government of
the physical unnerse bemng witten in letters of Light on every page
of the great hible of Nature It contamns the 1dea of full and fearless
faith 1n the pronidence of the Creator It is essentislly mvolved
Chnistianity, of nhich 1t has been well sard that its pervading spint
of democratic equality among men 15 1ts lighest fact and one of ts
most radiant itemal evidences of the divinity of 1ts ongin It 1s the
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action of the free voluntary pnnaple every smstance i
l:;}:;z’} 1‘;:: n:amnon of the public opmen and will fairly sigmfied can
be brought to bear more directly upon the action of delegated poners
we would regard as so much gamed lor the true mterest of the soctety
and of mankund ut large In this path we cannot go wtong it 13 only
necessaty to be cautious not 10 go too fast
S\.(hrfs then our demacracy Tk of course places us i the schoal
of the strctest construction of the Conshtution and in that appears
to be involved a full commuttal of opuen on all the great pohtical
questions which now agitate the public mund 20d to which we deem
1t unnecessary here to advert 1 detall One necessary inference from
the wiews expressed above 1s that we consider the preservation of the
present ascendancy of the Democratic party as of great if not wital
importance to the future destunes of this holy cause Most of uts
Jeading members we know to possess all the qualificstions that bould
entitle men to the confidence and attachment of their countsy and
the arduous funttions of the executive department of the Government
sre admimstered with an eficency and a stnctness and punty of
prntiple which considertng their nature extent and complenty are
wndeed remarkable And even without 2 particular knowledge of the
men the principle alone would still of necessity attach us to that
party ‘The acquisition of the vast mfluence of the executive depart
ment by the present opposition prmaples ®e cauld not look upon
but as 2 staggering blow to the cause of democracy and all the high
iterests committed with it from which 1t would take a long and
indefinite pertod of years to secover even if the Joss of rme 1n national
progess would not 1n that event have to be reckoned by generations!
We 2l therefore while devoung ourselves to preserve and mprove
the p nty of our democraue mstitutions Iabor to sustamn the present
Democratic admomstration by fare appeal to argument with sl the
eame-tness due to the gravity of the prnciples and tnterests involved

{TRoUGHTS 0¥ Asrpican Literaroee]

We are admonished by
a1uele 1o curtan vano:
toallnde m it The
however be passed

the prescrbed Limts of thig ntroductory
s topics of interest to which we had wmtended

unportant subject of national bterature canmot
without a shght notwce
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1t scarcely necessary to say that we are opposed to all preaptate
radical changes i social mstitutions Adopting Nature as the best
gutde, we cannot disregard the lesson which she teaches when she
accomplishes ber most mighty results of the good and beautiful by
the silent and slow operation of great principles, without the convul
sions of too rapid action Festina lente 1s an invaluable precept, 1 1t
be not abused On the other hand, that specious sophistry ought to
be no less watchfully guarded agamst, by which old ewils always
struggle to perpetuate themselves by appealing to our veneration for
the wisdom of our fathers, to our mert love of present tranquillity and
our natural apprehension of possible danger from the untred and
unknown

We are not afraid of that much dreaded phrase, *untried expen
ment,” which looms so fearfully before the eyes of some of our most
worthy and valued friends The whole hustory of the progresshitherto
made by humamty, 1n every respect of social amelioration, records
but a series of expersments The American Revolution was the greatest
of experiments and one of which 1t 1s not easy at this day to apprect
ate the gigantic boldness Every step in the onward march of improve-
ment by the human race 1s an experiment and the present 1s most
emphatically an age of expeniments The eye of man looks naturally
foruard and as he 1s carried onward by the progress of time and truth
he 15 far more Likely to stumble and stray if he turn his face back
ward and keep his looks fixed on the thoughts and things of the past
We feel safe under the banner of the democratic principle, which 18
borne onward by an unseen hand of Providence to lead our race
toward the high destinies of which every human soul contans the
God 1mplanted germ and of the advent of which—certan however
distant—a dim prophetic presentiment has exsted 1n one form or
another among all nations tn all ages We are willing to make every
reform 1n our mstitutions that may be commanded by the test of the
democratic principle to democraft ¢ them but only so rapdly as
shall appear, to the most cautious wisdom consistent with a due re
gard to the existing development of public opinton and to the perma
nence of the progress made Every mnstance m which the action of
government can be simplified and one of the hundred giant arms cur
tailed, with which 1t now stretches around 1ts fatal protecting grasp
over almost all the various interests of soqety to substitute the truly
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action of the free volontery prmople €very instance 12
E::.\Ight;:le aperation of the public opimon and will fairly 5’8:;5’6 can
be browght to bear mate duectly upon the action of delegated powers
e would regard as so much gaed for the true mterest of the sotiety
and of magkind at large 1 s path we cannat go wrong 1t s only
recessary to be cautious not te go too fast

Such 16 then our democracy Tt of course places us in the school
of the strictest construction of the Constitution and mn that appears
10 be mvalved & full commutial of opuaton on all the great political
questions which now agitate the pubhic mind and 1o whichwe deem
1t unnecessary here to advert 1n detail One necessary mference from
the views expressed above 15 that we consder the preservation of the
present ascendancy of the Democratic party as of great of not vatal
importance to the future destinres of this holy cause Most of its
leading members we know to possess all the qualifications that should
entitle men to the confidence and attackment of their country and
the arduons functions of the executive department of the Government
are administered with an efficency and a strictness and puenity of
proaple which coss dering thewr nature extent and complenty are
indeed remarkable And even without a particular knowledge of the
men the principle alone would still of necessity attach us to that
party ‘The acquisitton of the vast wflaence of the executive depart
ment by the present opposition prinaiples we could not Jook upon
but s a staggenng blow to the cause of democracy and all the high
imterests comnutted with it fram which 1t would take 3 long and
maefinrte period of y ears ta recaver even sf the Joss of tirpe in national
progress would not 1n that event have to be reckoned by gen rations!
Ve shall therefare wiule devoting ourselves to preserve and improve
he purity of our democratic wstitutions, kabor to sustamn the present
Democratc sdmusstration by fair appeat to argument with all the
amestaess due to the gravty of the prinaiples and interests nvolved

{THovcaTs o¥ Asericax Lireaarons]
Ve are admonished by

stude 10 turtall vana

10 alude w1t The v

bowever be paseed

y the preseribed hiots of this ntroductory
15 tapics of interest to which we had mtended

mportant subject of national hterature cannot
without a shght notice
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What 15 the cause, 1s sometimes asked among the disciples of the
democratic school of pohtical philosophy, of that ettensne ant
democratic corruption of sentiment in some portions of our peop'e,
espectally i the young mind of the nation which 15 certamls so just
a subject of surprise and alarm? It has lately been a topic of news
paper remark that nmeteen tuentieths of the youth of one of the col
leges of Vuginia v ere opposed to the democratic prinesples The very
exaggeration 15 good evidence of the lamentable truth, and 1t 15 well
known that a very large proportion of the young men who annually
leave our colleges carry with them a decided ant: populsr bias to
swell the ranks of that large majonity of the ‘ better classes alread
ranged on that side and to exercise the mfluence of their cultivated
talents m a cause at vanance with the gens of our country, the
spunt of the age the best interests and true dignity of humanity, and
the highest truths of the science of pohtical morals

And yet the democratic cause 1s one which not only ought to engage
the whole mind of the Amenican nation, without any sertous division
of 1ts energres to carry forward the noble mussion entrusted to her of
going before the nations of the world as the representative of the dem
ocratic principle and as the constant Iiving exemplar of ats reselts
but which ought pecultarly to commend itself to the generosity of
youth its ardent aspirations after the good and beautiful its hiberal
and unselfish freedom from narrow prejudices of interest

For Democracy 15 the cause of Humanity It has faith in human
nature It believes m 1ts essential equahity and fundamental good
ness It respects with a solemn reverence to which the proudest art:
ficral mstitutions and distinctions of society have no claim the human
soul Itis the cause of philanthropy  Its object 1s to emancipate the
mind of the mass of men from the degrading and disheartening fetters
of soctal distinctions and advantages to bid 1t walk abroad through
the free creation 1n 1ts own majesty to war agawst 2l fraud oppres
ston and violence by strking at their root to reform ali the wfimtely
varied human misery which has grown out of the old and false sdeas
by which the world has been so long misgoverned to dismuss the
Iirelimg soldser, to spike the cannon and bury the bayonet to bum
the gibbet, and open the debtor s dungeon to substitute harmony and
mutual respect for the jealousies and discord now subsisting betneen
different classes of society as the consequence of thewr artificial elas.
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sfication Tt 15 the cause of Chnstiamty o whichs shght n\\.\:\\gnt::
beea already made 1o be more fully developed hereafter

frends and mumsters of rehgion who now we
ostion of the pecubiar  the
Tegret to say cast the weght of their socal nfluence 2gains
st of demotzacy under the false prejudice of an afinity beiween
1t and wHddhity (Do longes 1n this century the case and which 1
¢he last was but a consequence of the overgrown atwses of rehion
found by the reforming spint that then awakened Europe m
Teague with despotis) understand but hitle either ity true spint
ot that of thew own faith ¥t is moreover a cheerful ereed 2 creed
of hugh hope and universal love noble and ennobling while all others
which mply a distrust of mankind and of the natural morst prn
crples ifosed 1040 1t by s Creator for s own self-development snd
self regulation are as glooray and selfish wn the tone of the moral
sentiment which pervades them as thev are degrading 1 their prac
tical tendency and absurd i theory when examined by the hight of
ongumal prnaples

Then whence this remarhable phenomenon of the young mind of
our col try so deeply tamted with anti-democratic .entiment a state
of things lamentabie i nself and portentous of ncaleulable future
evil?

Vartous partl causes may be enumerated 10 explanation of it
amang which we may reler to the iollowing In the first place the
possession, of the executive power as 1t £xsts in our system 15
oge pomt of view a great disadvantage to the principles of that
ascendant party The Admunistration occupies a position of defense
the Oppositien. of attack  The former 18 by far the more ardyous
task  The bines of fortication to be mantamned agamst the never
relaxing onsets from every duection ave so extensive and exposed
a1 a perpetual vigiance and devotion to duty barely suffice to heep
theenemy atbay Th attacking canse axdent restless ADEEMOUS 13
far more attractne to the tmagnation of youth than that of the
dlente Itis moreorer difficult if not unpossible to presene a
pesfect purity from abuse snd corruption throughout all the count

les ramifications of the action of such an exe

culive syetem a8 ours
however stern may he the sntegnity and high the patnotsm of the
p;m&mg Sprt which from it head anumates the whole Local
abuses i the management of party affaurs are the MECLLSIATY conse
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quence of the long possession of the ascendancy The vast offical
patronage of the executive department 1s a weight and clog under
which 1t 15 not easy to bear up This must lay any admmistration
open to perpetual assault at great disadvantage and especially if the
great party campaign present at any time such a phase as may render
it necessary to put forth to the full Iimts of constitutional nght, the
energues of the executive department to resist the accumulated pres-
sure of attack, bearmg along in 1ts tram evils, to avert which almost
any means would seem justifiable This we have seen, in a rematk
able manner the case during the two terms of the late admmstration
Our natural jeslousy of power affords a string to which, when played
upon by the bold and skilful hands that are never found wanting the
very spint of democratic freedom never fails to respond, and many
are confused by sophistry and clamor and carried away by the power
of eloquence divine even though rusu ed toarray themselves agaunst
their own best and most honest friends under leaders, in truth the
worst enemies of the American prinuples for which they believe them
selves contending

In the second place we may refer to 2 cause which we Jook upon
with deep pain as one of the worst fruits of the evil principles to which
allusion has already been made above as existing 1n our system the
demorahzation of many of the great men of the nation How many of
these master spiits of their day to whom their country had long been
accustomed to look with generous affection as her hope and pnde
have we not seen seduced from the path of their early promise by the
intrigues of party and the allurements of ambition n the pursuit of
that too dazzling prize and too corrupting both 1n the prospect and
the possession the presidential office!

The influence of such men especially on the mmnds of the young
ding by thewr ! 1 power leading by therr elo-
quence, and fascmnating by the natural sympathy nhxch attaches
atself to greatness still proud 1n its fallen estate  produces certamly
a powerful effect 1n our party contests
We might also refer to the fact that the anti-democratic cause pos
sesses at least two thirds of the press of the country and that portion
of 1t which 1s best supported by talent and the resources of capital
under the commercia) patronage of our csties To the strong influence
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that aities where wealth sccumulates wbese tusary grodually ;“:;:‘d’
15 corruptmng tendences. whete sustocratic habits and soaal chasst

fieations form and gth tves where the congreg; o

men stmulates 2nd ewaggerites sl weas —to the influence that
£ eyexert Lpon the country no inconsidesable effect 15 to be ascnbed

From the mfluence of the mercantile classes 100 extensiv ¢ly antt

democratic on the young men of the professions espeenlly that of
thelaw creatmgan ble bnas from the dependence of the latter
mainly on the patronage of the former these young men becoming
agam each the center of 2 small sphere of sonal nfluence {rom that
of the religous mmstry slently and msensibly exerted from the
faloe prejudice shghtly touched ypon above from these and some other
munor wluences on which we cannot here pause 2 vast and actve
power on public opinton 1s perpetually 1 operaion And it 18 only
astomshing that the Democratic party should be able to bear up
aganst them all so successfully as we in fact witness This 1s to be
3 tmbed under that Providence whose unseen hand we recognize 1n
all buman affairs only to the sterling honesty and good sense of the
greatand strous mass of our people 1ts nstinctive perception of and
searning after the democratic truth and the unwavenng generosity
of 3ts suppe-t of tho e pubhc servants w hom 1t has once tned welland
Yorg and with whom 1t has once acknowledged the genuine sym

pathy of comron seatiments and a common cause et still the
democratic prnaiple can do httle more than hold 1ts own - The moral
eneries of the national rund are 10 2 great estent paralvzed by
dvason and mstead of bearmg forward the ark of democratic truth

ertzusted to usasa cho en people toward the glonous destiny ofits
future we must famn be content f we can but stem with 5t the per

Petual tide of attack which nou'd bear 1t backward towards the 1deas
and habuts of past dark ages

But a more potent mfluence than any yet noticed 1s that of our
fational Werature  Or rather we have no nationa) Lterature We
depend almost wholty on Europe and partrcularly England to think
and wnte for us or at least to furnish matenals and wodels after
shich we shal mold our own humble attempts We have 3 conser
gx‘e mumber of writers but rot i that conssts a national hiterature
- * 14l principle of an American national ki terature must be democ

¢y Gur mind s enslased to the past and present hterature of Eng
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land Rich and glorious as 1s that vast collection of mtellectesl
treasure, 1t would have been far better for us had we been separated
from 1t by the ocean of a difference of language as we are from the
country 1tself by our sublime Atlantic Our mind would then have
been compelled to think for 1tself and to express itself, and 1ts ant

mating spirit would have been our democracy  As 1t now 1, we art
cowed by the mind of England We follow feebly and afar i the
splendid track of a hiterature molded on the whole notwithstandisg
a number of noble exceptions by the ideas and feelings of an utter)
anti democratic social system We give back but a dim reflection
famnt echo of the expression of the English mmd No one will ms
understand us as disparaging the literature of our mother language,
far from 1t We appreciate 1t with a profound veneration and grat

tude and would use 1t without abusing 1t by utterly submtting our
own minds to 1t, but we look upon 1t as we do upon the poltical
system of the country as a something magnificent, venerable, sple

did, and powerful, and containing a considerable mfusion of the tne
prinaiple jet the one no more suitable to be adopted as our own, of
as a model for slavish imtation than the other In the spunt of her
literature we can never hope to rival England  She 1s immeasurably
i advance of us, and 15 nich with ever active energies and resources
of Literary habits and captal, so to speak, nhich mock our humble
attempts at mmitation  But we should not follow 1n her wake, a radi

ant path mwvites us forward 1n another direction We havea principle
an wmforming soul of our own our democracy though we allowatto
langish uncultivated this must be the anumating sprt of our hter
ature 1f mdeed we would have a national Amencan hterature
There 1s an 1mmense field open to us 1f we would but enter 1t boldly
and cultivate 1t as our own  All history has to be rewntten pohtical
science and the whole scope of all moral truth have to be considered
and 1llustrated 1n the light of the democratic prinaiple  All old sub-
jects of thought and all new questions ansing connected more of less
directly with human eustence have to be taken up again and reex

amined mn this pont of view Ve ought to exert a powerful moral
influence on Europe and yet we are entirely unfelt and as it 1s only
by 1ts Literature that one nation can utter itself and make itself Lnown
to the rest of the world we are really entirely unknown In the pres-
ent general fermentation of popular ideas wn Europe turning the
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ublic thoughts naturally to the great demacracy across the Atlantic
‘;he voee (zig Amenica might be made to produce a powerful and bene
ficsal effect on the development of truth butanitis Amencan wntogs
ate never translated because they almost always prove to be a dluted
and tardy second edition of Englih thought
The antvdemocratic character of our htesature then 15 a mawm
causz of the evit of winth we complan and this s both 2 mutnal cause
and effect constantly acting and reactng Our ‘better educated
classes  drink 1 an antidemocratic habit of fecting and (hunking
front the coplous and 1t must be confessed delictous fountan of the
tesature of England they gne the same spnt to our own 10 which
we have bitle or nothung that s truly democratic and Amencan
Hence this tone of of our literary and of our
Jearned professions powsoning at the spring the young rund of our
e
1f the Unuted Slates Maga.ne and Democratic Revsew shall be able
by the influence of example and the most libera} encouragement to
contribute 1 any degree tonards the remedy of thus evil as of the
other evils 1n our mstitutions which may need reform by vindicating
the true glory and greatness of the democratic prnciple by nfusing
stnto our hterature and by rallying the mind of the nation from the
state of torpor and even of demoralization m shich so largea prapor

bion of 1t 13 sunk one of the waw objects of its establshment will
have been achieved
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CHARLES STEWART DAVEIS
POPULAR GOVERNMENT!

HE IDEA of some fair spread region of this description far over
the sea, presented itself ;n dreams by day to the philan
thropist of the old world to console hm for the darhness of
ages that had clouded down upon the auspicrous dawn of Christiamty
where law should be level with Liberty and authonty tempered with
equity, and government admimstered with punty, simphaty, and
economy |
These were problems for which no satisfactory solution had been
found Society had suffered from too much regulation Nature had
not been trusted enough to her own sagaaity Education had not beez
raised to 1ts proper height nor expanded to 1ts true poner The pun
ciples of natural and unmversal law were pressed down by feudal and
ecclestastical institutions  These were enigmas which Europe could not
esplam  The rights of mankind had there been defrauded The hopes
of humanity had there been frustrated No fruition had been found
for the finest aspirations of philanthropy no consummation of the
famrest results of philosophv Nothing was comparatively realized
from the long teachings of example and experience No permanent
progress appeared to have been made i the genersl career of soqal
improvement No effectual barrier seemed to be raised agamst the
calamitous recurrence of another furious wroad from a barbanan cast
of population distinguished by no complevional varety such as the
teeming north was ever ready to pour down upon the spreading
bounds of eivihzation hke trade ninds tonards a region continually
rarefied by the sun from a source of which the elements are never
exhausted overshelming the establishments of society like a tornado
bury g the monuments of art and gemws and blachenming the horizon
with smole and ashes ke some terrtfic eruption of a volcano such
as has covered aties under the crust of ages alternately tormenting
t [From Charles Stewart Davews An 1ddress Del tered on the Commemaral on of
Fryeburg Moy 19 1825 (Portland Me 1825) pp 3464 — Abndged ]
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d imtating the
the world with a vain desire to recover the past ans

pnde of saence by the astonshing revelation of what wis before
supposed to be new

{Tere Asericas EXpERDENT]

1t there was nosure defense from assault and nvasion without
neither was there any security agawmst corruption of the prinaiples of
soqety within In government it is very true there was httle to be
cormupted and when a combined movement was made 10 establish 1
Lngland what Hampden and Pym were about embarkng 1o enjon
with Cromwell m Amenica 1ts promoters tould newher find comoe-
et secunty for theit oWn Vixtue nor set up any adequate bar agunst
the reaction of athitrary pover The proper time therefore appeared
to have arrved for making a new expenment the most interesting
and bly mallats and relations

q
that the world ever witnessed A new  10m was to be sent Jorth and

imoculated into a strange stock  Fresh blood was 1o be talen from
some of the purest artenies 1n Europe and poured 1nio the vems of a
young society begotten 4s 1t may be s2d in the old age of the
world ‘Thke says Bacon a plantation n a pure soil that s
where people are not displanted to the end to plant 1n others else
it: rather an exurpation than a plantation  In this new process &
favored race may appear to have been selected hle that whick was
chosen 1 the second stage of the world to restore ats primary condt
ton this o be the repository of the true prineiples of Jberty as M
was of the pure elements of religion and before which the matne
population was destined to recede and gve space by the operation
of natural causes without precspitate results and without nspiring
any apprehensien of uts reappearance to embarrass the execytion of
the project

The geography of Amerien has been pronounced by one who hay
investigated the phylosophical ¢« unec ot between naturatand political

<auses favorable to freedom  But tt cannot be savd that the continent
was d 4 or col

d 1 any debb desy
to establish 1ts principles The great magnetic pont did not 5o soon
acquire s true polanty  An wltenor ob

ject of the voyage gave to
med fist discon ery the name of West Indtes The colonies wf;: bred
and treated We slkworms whose mdus ¥ 18 not for themselves



40 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

They were sent to cultivate the sugar cane and tobacco Jeaf and «
due time doomed to prepare the cotton plant for the marhet of thes
taskmasters America was held as an appurtenance to Europe au
her ar were all projected on the same model of colonn
monopoly as the East India, Hudson Bay and North West Com
pames  But, by some interesting filiation “there’s a Drvimty thal
shapes our ends ¥

The colonial condztion 1s now acknowledged to be the chrysalis o
independence The only El Dorado 1s to be discovered in the simples
form of government To the visionary pursutt of gold the world ma
be indebted for the science of liberty as well as chemustry, and fret
wistitutions may be said to have been found in following the fur trade
and the fisheries

The free and glorious spmt that has gone abroad throughout the
country may well invite t0 a refreshing memonal of all the causes tc
which we owe this national feeling  The true gentus of our mstitutions
mwites, at all seasons a constant recurrence to thewr first principles
To judge of the progress which these principles have made we need
only cast our eyes back a century or two to contemplate those abuses
of them from which our ancestors fled, and contrast them agamst the
first results of those free mstitutions which they founded

Tt 1s true that a natural sohicitude concerning the great experment
weighed upon the first founders of our free government and its hively
cornerstones were not laid without many prayers and supphcations
The expentence of the period subsequent to the revolution when the
pressure of penl was relieved and the danger of subjugation deter
mmed did not leave an entirely satisfactory mpression on their
munds The dis muinorum gentium the gods of the smaller states were
averse to a predommnating power to be exerased over local pride and
ambution on behalf of the whole people of the union and the appre-
henston of disorder to result from the mmperfection of 1ts bond arose
coeval with the first form in which 1t was organized The portentous
fact moreover, was presented to them by the faithful hand of his
tory, that pure democracy had always fatled, in some degree of suffi
cient virtue to preserve )ts pnnciples from corruption Hence the
morning noon and evemng song of 1788 was anarchy ~~ the danger
of anarchy, rather than despotism
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That there may pot bave been advance an absolute confidence
accorded 1o the essentia) principles of republican government de-
raanded upon 50 broad a scale that there mught have been some doubt
concermng \hew effiescy for self presecvation that some sceptictsm
may have been ongually entertaned relsting to the combination of
suffictent virtue with the mtelligence of the community to secute uts
own pohtical exstence 2nd vindicate at once its Liberty and ustice
may not be deemed altogether weredible It 1 not unnatural to
suppose that apprehensions of this kind should have foreed or inlused
themselves 1to some of the fatrest rands and purest spinits 10 the
country 1 they fastened thersehves for 2 shile upon 3 postien of
the virtuous and patnotic if they seszed upon the vigorous 2uthors
of our ! y let b tise before
the raton of the sacufice that was offered to redeem 1ts faith and
duscharge the debt of the Revolutton of the zeal that was devoted
torearth Esbricef the Federatton and the labors that were exhausted
10 orgamze the resources of the Union and how they were straitened
untd 1t was accomphished and let the prayer come ugp before the coun
try that was uttered over the bearse of hum the earhiest the only one

of thst Slustnous number whom it mourns pardon that single
exror 10 a Ife devoted to your sernce!

The ongmal msprred g the C *
uadoubtedly was not that it was not strong enough for the puspose of
power but that 1t was not powerful enough for the purpose of hberty
Time at Jeast was wanting to establsh sts prnesples. Hence mean
while its frends uclned to take bonds of fate Bug 1t 15 vaun 1o seek
m the positwe structure of soctety for those secunties which must
depend n the mam wpon e spint Who shall take care of the keepers?
What shall we do wth the fire when W seues the extinguishers?
Where shall the powers of art be applied when the sprngs of natuse
cease to play? The spunt of a peaple cannot be perfectly enshnined
m the spearfic form of 2 constitution  The success of any system must
@epend forever upon the healthy action of 1ts natural punaples

Tn 5 great conntey whch enjoys 4 freedom bike our own 1t 18 plan
that the sunplest mutstutions for coneentrating the ideas and exerting
the entrgies of the whale community are the most smtable The
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They were sent to cultwvate the sugar cane and tobacco leaf and m
due time doomed to prepare the cotton plant for the market of ther
tashmasters Amenca was held as an appurtenance to Europe and
her arrangements were all projected on the same model of colonl
monopoly as the East India Hudson Bay, and North West Com
pames But by some interesting fillation, “there s a Divimty, that
shapes our ends ”

The colonial condition 1s now acknowledged to be the chrvsalis of
wndependence The only El Dorado 1s to be discovered i the stmplest
form of government  To the visionary pursuit of gold the world may
be indebted for the science of Liberty as well as chemustry and free
mstitutions may be said to have been found m followmng the fur trade
and the fishenes

The free and glorious spint that has gone abroad throughout the
country may well invite to a refreshing memorial of all the causes to
which we owe this national feeling  The true gemus of our institutions
invites at all seasons a constant recurrence to their first pnnciples
To judge of the progress which these principles have made we need
only cast our eyes back a century or two to contemplate those abuses
of them from which our ancestors fled, and contrast them agatast the
first results of those free mstitutions which they founded

It 1s true that a natural sohatude concerning the great expenment
weighed upon the first founders of our free government and 1ts Tvely
cornerstones were not laid without many prayers and supplications
The expenence of the period subsequent to the revolution when the
pressure of peril was relieved and the danger of subjugation deter
mined did not leave an entirely satisfactory impression on thew
minds The dis minorsom gentrum the gods of the smaller states were
averse to a predomnating power to be exeraised over local pride and
ambition on behalf of the whole people of the unton and the appre
hension of disorder to result from the imperfection of its bond arose
coeval with the first form in which 1t was orgamzed The portentous
fact, moreover, was presented to them by the faithful hand of s
tory that pure democracy had always faled 1n some degree of suffi
cient virtue to preserve ats principles from corruption  Hence the
mormng, noon, and evening song of 1788 was anarchy — the danger
of anarchy, rather than despotism
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of s6lf government goes to the oot of our system TPopular mv:bﬂ
(he bags of all our institutions and the genersl weal 13 managed by
a sumple arganwzation of the sense and eason of the m““““““ﬁz
manifesting 1ts general will The notion that 2 people hat pot the
faculty of self-control 15 a selecsm T would argee 2 defect 1 the
moral constitution of mankmd if 1t did not amount 1o an wmpeach
ment of the wisdom of Providence It would seem to show that
man was ynfit to be the subject of moral government and senve to
show the absordity of all government 1t would be raatter of singular
veflection upon 1he state of politieal socsety 1 the wisdom of the
whole should prove fess competent to sts management than the
wisdom of part.

By gving to pubilic opinion an absclute and audible representation
and by platng 2 wore responsble and emphatic relianct upon the
presiding sense of the community by @ving that scope and activity
to 1ts nstincts and operations which are derned from free mstite
tions alone by brnging home to the business and bosoms of society
the d q of its or caus.ng them to
be felt m thew remotest beatmngs that sense 15 quickened cosrected
cultivated disaplined caution and prudence are mepired and all ats
fatulties 4 1n vind: of #ts p pl ™o system pos
ses es such sell repaining resources none 1s so hittle Jable to explo-
uon 25 one where the safety valves are alwavs open

As a fact 1 the fuest mstance that nothing can resist the real
power of the peaple as the farth of the whole community that noth
g, aught to be above 1t as a pamt settled equally in the theory and
fustory of our system W 15 the patt of wisdom 10 wnprove and of
patriott m to vindicate the prnaple  Such a crcumstance m oar
condition 1s not merely to be toleated as an unavoidable evil It 1
to be chenshed 15 a positive good and the absolute wregulanty of ity
2cton 1 entitled 10 be treated as  the progress of 2 generous and
powerful principle to petfection

The prevalence of an opposite 1dea at whatever pened or under
whatever o cumstances 1t may predominate 1s simply sapping the
l{:\:n:;\‘;:“\nni our free system whuch rests on public sentument solely

' €20 i any event only come from the abandonment of
is prineiples and the destruction of the popular faith m them 1 but
an it omen of therr justfication  Patrotism 15 never allowed to de.
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prnciples of society themselves 1n the first place, Le at the founda
tion, and gve efficacy to the operative p w wpes of government
There 1s much truth, if not originality, m the reflection of a fine and
Lberal mind that what we are accustomed to regard as pohtical order
1s 1 a great measure the result of the passions and wants of man
combined with the arcumstances of his condition, or what 15 1n other
words the wisdom of nature, all acting in such beautiful subserviency
to her suggestions as to raise the 1dea of onginal arrangement The
natural tendency that exists 1n every society which in consequence
of the general spint of 1ts government enjoys the blessings of tran
quillity and Iiberty 1s so strong as to overcome many powerful obstacles
which the imperfection of human nstitutions opposes to its progress.
The greater portion of political disorders do not proceed from the
want of foresight 1n the framers of political constitutions renderiog
their prospective provisions too general so much as from not paymg
sufficient regard to the operations of those simple mstitutions which
nature and justice recommend The superionty of political wisdom
consists not in encumbering the machine of government with new
contrivances to obwiate partial and acaidental inconveniences but in
gradually and silently removing the obstacles which disturb the order
of nature and according to the expression of Addison grafting
upon her mstitutions  There 1s moreover an intrinsic prnciple of
health 2 vis medicalrix n the social system and especully 1n the
politzcal hhe the human, when the general constitution 15 sound
the virtue of which we may be apt to ascribe to artificial causes when
1t frequently serves to disgwise and correct their 1ll effects To these
just and hberal considerations may be added reflections anstng from
the character of our Federal system — namely the pownerful influ
ence of a gravitating principle to bind and preserve its members i
therr spheres and the sient sublime celestial mechamsm which
serves to remedy any 1rregulanty of thewr planetary motions

[THE RECONCILIATION OF AUTHORITY AND LIBERTY]

e have entered upon a sober expenment how far the simple
moral principles of society are competent for therr own pohical
preservation and the problem 1s yet to be solved how far the expe-
dient 15 practicable for reconailing authonty with hberty The
extraordinary 1dea that a whole people 1s not competent to the office
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of slt government goes to the roat of our system Popular power 18
the basgxs of all our wmstitutions and the general weal s managed by
a sumple orgamzation of the sense and veason of the oommuml‘:;
mamfesting s general will The notion that a people has not the
faculty of .elf-control 18 3 solecim It would argue 2 defect i the
moral constitution of mankind 1f 1t did not amount to an impeach
roent of the wisdom of Prondence It would seem to shaw that
yoan was unfit to be the subject of moral government and .ene to
<how the bsurdity of 21l government 1t would be roatter of s gular
reflection upon the state of pohitical saciety 1f the wisdom of the
whole should prove less competent to s management than the
wisdom of part.

By gwng ta public oputon an absalute and audible representation
and by placing a more respons’ble and emphatic reliance upon the
preuchng sense of the community by giving that scope and actity
10 1ts mstnets and operations whuch are derved Srom free msuty
tons alone by bringing heme to the business and bosoms of sonety
the d of its d or caustng them to
be felt 1n thewr remotest beanngs that sense 15 quickened corrected
cultivated disciplined caution and prudence are mspired and all ats
faculties summoned 1 vindwation of Ns pnnaiples  \a system pos-
sesses such self repaning resources none s 56 Little lable to explos
sion s oue where the safety valves are always open

As a fact 1 the first instance that nothing can resist the real
power of Yhe people 23 the faith of the whole community that nath
g coght to be above 1t 23 3 pownt settled equally 1n the theory and
bistory of aur system 1t 15 the part of wisdom to tmprove and of
patnotism to vindicate the pnnaple  Such a arcumstance m our
condition 15 not merely to be tolerated as an unavoidable evil 1t 15
4o be chenshed a5 2 posiuve good and the absolute wregulanty of sts
action 15 entitled to be treated 35 the progress of 2 generous and
ponerful primaple to perfection
wh?:vi“:::; z:i an opposite 1dea at whatever period or under
foundation of our ire:e: :;myhlllcthedormna(e = smply sappuag the
15 perdition can 1 an) - :. T opubh sentmnent soldly
5 procies o d\r event only come from the abandonment of
) o o ‘¢ destruction of the popular fauth in them 15 but

v tficaion Patniotism s pever allowed to de
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spair of the commonwealth To redeem the true prnaple of self

government therefore, from misapprehension and perversion, to rescue
1t from corruption and reproach to drag up its drowning hosor at any
extremity and restore 1t to its central position, like the heart of the
human, or the grand refulgent orb of the solar system these are ends
which 1t can be no inconsistency to compass, no ymputation to 1magme

It 1s worthy of the highest and the purest patriotism to break the spell
which may bind such a beltef, to dispel the phantom and chase 1t like
2 cloud from the mind, and dissipate a delusion so omtnous and preju

dicaal to the public welfare The punty of testimony given to such
a truth there can be no cause to question The tnibute cannot be too
ample and unequivocal, and whatever triumph attend 1t we may hal
without regret  For whatesver objections may Le against our system

who would ever abandon 1t? With all 1ts ewils who would discard it
for any other form of human authonty founded on the admysston of
any principle at war with the equal nghts and hberty of mankind?

[PopuLArR GOVERNMENT AND PouBLic OriNtoN]

While the theory of popular govemment undoubtedly presumes the
prevatling rectitude of public sentiment, 1t makes no presumption of
which the force 15 not now universally achnowledged, ether 1n the
general reference to1ts authority or the direct appeal to its arbitrament
It moreover makes no requsition other than what 1s founded on con
fidence mn the principle and faith 1n the progress of reason and enly
demands that those whose voice must be heard on every measure
should bave a hand mn 1ts control It does not assume that papal
mfallibility from which 1ts protestant prinaiple has revolted It chal
lenges no mphait faith, for 1t exposes everything to examunation It
does not :mply that the will of any proportion of the commumty how
ever transcendent, 1s paramount to that invanable restriction which
prinaple imposes on power It does not, of course confound every
hght and transient shadow that flies over the landscape the mere
ephemeralindications of passing events with the solid rocks that have
been placed from eternity and the permanent landmarks that have
been established by experience  Means are provided for rectufy ing 1ts
results and powsing the passions in order to suspend the judgment of
the public. The sense of the community must have time to settle and
mankind may repose upon its own judgment after some period has
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The umted wisdom of one age tn this yespect bears some
:]:m the collected wisdom of several Nerther does the supwsl;f:;
requre the sacrifice of tndependence wn segard to aay subgect ‘“\:d
public opimicn 18 yet to be formed or1s capable of beng improved or
even changed Tt requires no compromuse of belief except upon the
ground of conviction for no man has & nght o renounce any pount of
which he 1s honestly persuaded. The nght of appeal 15 always open
and the publicearisalso  Thedea requires no mpracucatite harmony
of discordant elements produces no Testramt upon the wost whole
some {reedom of difference and oppositton It 18 2 praple that dis-
turbs no manly bresst It need work no abatement of a3 honest zeat
to gude and flvence public opimion upon wnportant subjects. On
the contrary there 15 an encouragement and a consolation of the
Tughest descrption at once aforded by the reliance which may be
placed upen its polanty and the fughest inducement 1s thus held out
to 2 to uprove a standard to the test of which all things must be
brought and all subjects submutted The result of this expenment
upon its largest scale thus far warrants no just grournd of concemn
respecting the prevalence of truth It need mspure no fear for honest
fame nor reasonable apprehension 1n respect to correct esimate of
patnotic sernce The expenence of this whole society dots not yet
create any pamful sohcitude 1 regard to the pursat and duscovery of
a more practicable and unernng sanction

Expenence has certanly shown no sufficient reason to qaestion the
general aphitude of the Peaple for self-government When we obserye
the capativy discovered by the members of socety 1 all their concerns
sagauty enterng 1to all subjects exteadmg to all yelations and
equal to all occasions carned akso into duties of admmstenng s
autborty and when we observe them indiscrimnately executing or
aiding 1a all s departments el and judicin} as jurors magistrates
legulators governors actmg as trustees of all

the interests of the
communty for the benefit of the psble and 2y guardans of all those

rights for which law was designed as secunty taken copttnually from

all classes and retummg 1o the general mass by the perpetual elective

?‘:cr:s a& we any longer doubt th effieacy of this great principle
s thug yecerving constany refreshm:

. PN ent and vigor feom st
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[Tee EpvcatioN oF TRE SOVEREIGN PrOPLE]

But popular power, 1t 1s to be remembered, 15 moral power, and 1t
1s of the utmost consequence that 1ts intellectual prmeple should be
well informed  The safety of a state was represented by a sensible
scholar of the 16th century to depend mamly on three things upon
the proper education of the Prince upon public teachers, and on
schoolmasters The prime object 1n any government 1s undoubted]y
the education of the sovereign  In England 1t was not long since an
object of general concern to provide for the education of a young
princess  In proportion as the power vested mn the sovereign becomes
absolute the pursut acquires unportance

With a view to improve the principles of self government 1n a state
of society that subjects everything to its sense in a country where the
whole sovereignty 1s lodged 1n the people and all authonty 15 exercised
upon the strictest responsibility to the end of 1ts universal welfare the
education of the whole becomes the first mterest of ali  The diffusion of
Lnowledge becomes therefore the distribution of power Where
authonty 1s appropnated for other purposes than the general good
under any partial organization a part 1s studiously educated for the
government of the rest, who are deliberately left i ignorance to
support the fundamental prineiples of the government The proper
system of republican education should combine the regular course of
useful elementary nstruction with that speces of education which
naturally results from the pohtical order of soctety  In this manner
the moral education of the prince 1f X may use the expression, becomes
of the first importance and 1t 1s a happy arcumstance that there 18
always a generation of young and fair minds sprnging up among the
people free from any false impressions tn proper season to assume the
real rews of power and exemplify the true principles and influence of
education

It must be obvious that to urge the general interest of education
can be mfluenced by no narrow motine It can have no msidious
purpose It pleads the cause of no party st advocates no profession
1s propitious to no predominance It urges one of the most important
interests of soctety It argues on behalf of its order and comfort 1ts
present and future good and opens the most ample field to its fairest
claims and prospects Its cause involves the purest objects of benervo-
lence 1ts concern affects the highest aspirations of virtue and prety
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est touches some of the noblest and tenderest springs of
::;;:;:“thc affection of the parent for bus childsen the zeal of the
patnot for hus country the ardor of the philaathropist for s hiad
With 1ts success is dentified atmost every ratonal hape of the future
welfare of out race estending to the sappression of the most fratful
causes of vies 2nd msery and embracoy the widest spread of peace
and happisess beotath the cope of heaven

{Pourmcar, PastiEs Axn RePUBLIcAN Justice)

“oral paver rests upon the only sute aad solid basis of nght and
Justice  Under a pohtical d whete the responsibilaty falls
without rehef upon the people f the dictates of eternal yustice are
wolated the consequences of retnbutive justice may be assured to
follaw  Justice 15 one of the first duties of a republic 1t 13 the comer
stone of the Terple of Liberty anditisa virtue not among the Jeast
exposed to violation  Anstides was banished by a republic from
jealousy of the very name and 1ts antient policy was undoubtedly
apt to nounsh 2 spimt permtions 1o the prnaple

Party may unquestuanably be salwtary of wts end be public and ats.
spuat patrotic since more may be accomphished by combined sys.
tematic exertions than can be effected by iwregular and distracted
efforts, But the greatest good 1t 15 equally cbvious can only be
attamed by the united and hearty exertion of the whole r.ss of the
community Party n such a pont of view may be regarded as a
sumple expedsent for mutilating the state of a measare of 1ts Soree for
paralynng one side of us power deprving the country of & porhion
of 1ts effective strength for the promation of 1s great objects There
were alwavs 1818 sad two parties in Carthage ons for peace and the
other for war the consequence was that Carthage never enjoyed the
full advamage of peate or war  Certam prejudices are represented
to prevail i mose easly penods of socety winch are suppased ta be
beneficad 1o 1ts welfare but whuch gradually lose theis mButnce tnd
would probably disappear entrrely if it were not found convenuent fo
prolong theis exs eace as a source of authonty over the multitude
The wrtue of the people 15 undoubtedly [ roved 1 supports
0 long as they are walut: PPoing pathies
h e sadutary and i suppressing them whenever they

nusances 1n chenshing ther while they are faunded and condueted
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on pninciple, and 1 ceasing to sustain them when their differences are
extinguished, or their forms are only preserved for selfish or factious
purposes  The Constitution, 1t 15 evadent, was not designed fo sys-
tematize a perpetual organization of parties

It 15 true that the history of parties i this country 15 coeval with
the ongwn and connected with the progress of our political mstitutions.
And while they have even left thewr footprints upon the foundations
and impressed their relief upon the stroug features of the Federal
structure, they have at the same time been mild i their type and
complexton beyond all recorded example Ancient or modern history
affords no companson They are stamed by no matks of blood or
wviolence, they revive the memory of no proscriptions nor massacres
nor can they be dehiberately accused of using their predominance with
positive cruelty or oppression  The moral character of our population
has moderated the natural quences of aivil d 1f parties
may not be permitted to make pretension to geaerosity, they may
properly be allowed to appeal to the unquestionable proofs of their
punity and while they powt to the Jofty and durable monuments of
their patriotism justly plead the influence of extraordinary causes 1n
vindication agamst any erroeous imputations By the theory of our
gov long ago p ced the people themselves are of no
party And it 1s quite true that some of our most national mstitutions
are the work of ¢ joint counsels and confederate patriotism *

The most eloquent spinit of the age 15 justice  That spirit 1s strongly
opposed to all political orders privileges and domnations It 18
distinguished by an aversion to despotism under every form and to
monopoly 1n every shape from the most sumple and obvious example
of those systems m Europe, to a virtual establishment under an)
popular designation 11 America  An open persuaston prevatls abroad
of the impolicy of seelung to secure any measure of public good apart
from the whole of the people of raising any exclusn e advantage upon
the depression of any general concern of the community or even
pushung a legitimate mnterest at disproportionate expense or sacrifice
An invinable repugnance exssts in the breast of the nation agamst
chenishing any project tncompatible with the designs of the compact
or any sentiment 1nconsistent with the prinaiples of the Union All
the true interests of society stand on the same footing 11 perfect con
sistency with each other, and in utnson with the greatest product of
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gentmal prospenty  Hence an augmented apprecation of the value of‘
Tt tumston PAGORY and 80 icreasing opiwion of the essentul
myury of suffenag the b to be or of p :
any portwon of seniety to make use of its forms agunst s spun
Hence the debiberate jadgment of the community against any unwas
antable appropriation of the blesungs of socal order or of setting
apant any potton fror the general mass of honot and happiness
elongng to the communty wstead of opening the career of public
cervice to an usetot and generous strfe of competition snd eomulstion
and spreading out the highest and most anymating wducements  Let
(here be added a deep reprobation of the gross injustice of all odious
politrcal unpy D to the innate p Yes of moral rect
tude and revolting to the most vittuous feelings of mankind  Think
sou those upon whom the Touer of Sloom fell ~ or lhose whose Hood
Pulate mingled 1 therr sacnifices — were sinners obote all the Galileans?
Agamn add a stern indignant rebuke of all attempts to afect the fame
of national benefactors dusturbing the heaps which afiection has
rarsed over thewr vemams or defacing the monuments which gratitude
has erected to thew memory opening the wounds which the kand of
fume has gentfy healed desecrating the wirtues 1t has chenshed or
wiolating 1ts benevolent amnesty and oblvion  In opposition ta all
such unhallowed purposes and passions a different spint tolerant
hberal catholic has prevailed Our repubhcan system might indeed
be deemed to have failed most ominously 1n the outset if it had proved
weapable of subduing the mortid remains of 2 malignant spint And

this tnumphant vindscation of 1ts mora) ense 1 reviving to a sational
fidence 1 1ts fund 1 \

Puntic OrmvioN AxD PEACEFUL CHANGE)

e are warranted 1o repose upon the wholesome operation of public
oprwn Tty progressive wnfiuence appears hike 1 egetation upon the
susface alker 1t has been working 2nd striking sts shoots deep imto the
sal Tts seeds eist in the groung Inng beiore its productions are sent
forth Tt commences in the pomary 2nd intemal principles of socsety

broceedu.g stlently ascending steads) ul mvigarating the
totenng with Ude wmio the branthesy i

A change of this deserigty
lez:s u fact before wis annoncod Tt light advances e v,hs ‘;i;
which first begins tn llumme the tughest tops untd) 1t warms and
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fertilizes the earth and calls forth all its powers and luxunance Its
wfluence 1s disseminated through the great mass of public sentment
until 1t thoroughly pervades the whole body of the commumty Its
changes often anticipate the sagacity of pohtical wisdom, they grow
out of each other, n some manner like the seasons and when
cannot divmne their sources we may still distinguish their sounds.
Too mighty to be attnibuted to the mere prophetic chants by which
they may be preluded, their auguries may be discerned mn the most
angry aspect of the elements the bow 1s bent 1 the clouds, and the
pause the peace that follow have all the serene and potent mfluence
of a charm

Within the experience of this nation three revolutions have alread
occurred the first political the second civil, and the third moral the
last embracing whatever was salutary and valuable in the two former
The evidence of this last auspicious change, which has been proclauned
by the most distingwshed organs of the communsty 1s fresh i the
abatement of political strife and the improvement of public feelng
and 1n the umversal direction of pubhc spirt to public bjects Its
proclatmed m popular assemblies 1w public bodies i the national
legislature where no addresses are regarded evcept those which €07
cern the mterest of the community i its general determmation
against the importance of any other secunties than those that are
required for the public good or of matntaimng any political ascendancy
paramount to the supreme constitutional lans It 1s proclatmed i the
broad appeal on the recent national occasion to general considerations
— 1n the harmonious and patriotic character of the result It s pro-
claimed 1 the tone of soctety n the peace and the order of the
community 1n the prosperity of the nation

[TiE Miss10v OF AMERICA]

America 1s always alive to the obhgations of justice Its fechng
has been freshly redeemed towards a foreigner * It has been fulfilled
1n selation to the father of hus country  Shall 1t not be vindicated
against every reproach?

While e felicitate ourselves on the faculty of self government and
on the power which the country possesses to do justice to its bene-
factors, let the country hkewise be just to atself  There 1s no power

* [Lafayette]
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towh ch 3 people 18 not competent that 18 really requisite fot 1ts wv:o
fare There 1s at least o faculty which 2 nation does not pmsts‘
promote 1ts own prospenty consistent with the prnaples 01‘ Y‘“‘:;
) v and eterna) pustice ‘There sy mo form which so fully devel sth "
dugmity of human nature as the democratic There1snosy sum‘; c!
s soon bangs horme 1ts sanctions none which requires sa comp ete 3
prostration of all partial objects so enwe 2 devotion to 1ts radical
priraples i order to bring out sts essential perfections

fn the posture that we are placed as the mather republic in the
orcamstances under which ne are Flaced 1 the present condwian of
manhand 10 the orcomstance under whith we are placed i rebation
10 oursthes 3 duty is demanded of us demanding all our efforts to
accomphish and which ean only be discharged by the most ngd and
fawhful regard to the fundamental pnnaiples of our assocation  Be
1t qurs then to send a searching spirtt into theve curcumstances and
consalt those fnely oracles of nature shch accotd us at the samre tire
the mast profound suggestians of polineal nisdom Voo have great
n erests 1o be consulted wath which those of the world as 1t now
stand and of generations to arie are inked  We have connections
with Europe whete we have long carned on an advantageous com
wmeree sending owt our staples and prinaples a~d mportng ther
fabrs and fetters e have velaton to alf umes and as ve proceed
to manpolate our own intellectual and economical products we have
an mereasing character to sustain and a higher cast not to be forfested

We are 2l! pursung the same great ends and wtellect 16 darting s,
veafung saysinto every ubjeet Ve are commanded well and wisehy
ta consider qur oW situation 10 tonsider our condinon 2s s own
greatest mnovator to heep a steady eye ta the true ends of our pohta
<3l enstence 2nd while we accompans antiquity ta extend the spunit
of a~provement also to the fooy of the aery altar Ve are to hold
nothungas sacred but the true interests of society and those institutions
the ustfulness of whach bas been estabinhed to human happiness or
atte ted by the consecrating sarct s of webgion and resort to the
sacred repository of religion tself not for the dark 2nd partentous

ar 3 of state polies but for those transcendent sanctiot
ns
supplies to establih thase obhga il

11075 % Mk form (ke basis of 2l orde;
4518 regards the rest let the rule and the only rule be how to a(t‘lll;l
the hughest possible good and abviate the uimest nvodableevl Ouver
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the porch by which we enter the temple of our national hiberty, over
the avenues which lead to all 1ts spactous apartments over the ever
open hall of legislation as well as the adjacent chambers of juns-
prudence, let the fearless mscription meet the eye

Be bold! Be bold! And everywhere, BE BOLD!
BE NOT TOO BOLD!

Let 1t become an important object to raise the tone of publc sent-
ment and elevate the dignity of democratic mstitutions, mprove the
rule of social duty and exalt the scale of national excellence Letus
clear the great streams of national prospenty Let no faculty b
demed to the government which 1s granted by the Constitution letat
be left to be used with discretion, regulated by responsibiity  Letat
Iikewise be felt that some mference arises m favor of a power whichis
attested by an important public benefit  While 1t will not be for
gotten that, 1n order to guard their own nights agamnst miraction the
people have invested their public agents with only lmuted faculties
to promote the great ends of government a concluston resulting from
their Jong and umversal approbation of an actual authonty should
not be unregarded And agam, if a great national concern which has
been generally provided for in our constitutional scheme acquires &
new mmportance 1n the progress of pubhc economy er a new T¢gIN
stself anse beneath the broad canopy of the Union with mterests for
which 1t had no ongmal opportunity to stipulate are we at liberty to
attribute 2 prophetic spint to those general provisions which respect
the public welfare and to regard the system itself as expanding with
the exigencies of the Union? Shall an austere rule rebuke the true
spint of patriotic policy uncontrolled by a commanding obhgation to
supply any chasm which was not contemplated in the Constitution?
Shall we still  rock the grown man in the cradle of the infant?

Ve profess not to have arrived at matunity  To test the truth of
our principles, e are obliged to go fornard to anticipate the progress
of time and the operation of their causes on futunty To test the
truth of our prineiples Jef us go forvard! Let us advance the space of
a sugle century, when 1f we are true to our pninaples and those that
shall come after us shall prove true to our examples we shall have
redeemed ourselves from the reproach of hving wn and for postenity!



CHARLES STEWART DAVEIS 53

Let us be just then to our postenty as well as to ourselves Let
us array before us or rather array ouselves before those who shall
come alter us  Come then, ye future ages of Amencal spints that
areyettobe those that may occupy this spot when this period returnst
Sit n judgment on the present generation call us to account for our
prvileges and dermand of us to discharge our trust! And let the voice
of those that have gone before us and Jed the forlom hope of our
national enstence nse in ous ears and Piess on ouf hearts By the
blood shed for our delverance by the tears with which our freedom
wasbaptized by the agony of 10 the strfe for sndepend
by the glonous and impenshable cause 1n which we are all concerned
bejust toyourselves be true to your prinaples be fauthful to postenty §




4
JAMES FENIMORE COOPER
ON REPRESENTATION?

FIER QUITTING the poll we famibarly discussed the mens
and dements of this system of popular elections In order
to extract the opimons of my friend, several of the more

obvious and ordinary objections were started with a freedom that
induced him to speak with some seriousness
Youseea thousand dangers in unisersal suffirage  hesaid * mereh

because you have been taught to think so without ever having seen
the experiment tned The Austnian would be very apt to s3y under
the influence of mere speculation too, that 1t would be fatal to govers
ment to have any representation at all, and a vazer of the Grand Tutk
mght find the mld exeraise of the laws which 1s certamnly practised
1 Austria proper altogether fatal to good order Now wne knon not
from the practice of fifty years only but from the practice of tv0
centunes that 1t 15 very possible to have both order and prospent
under a form of government which admts of the utmost extensicr of
the suffrage It 1s & never faihng argument on these subjects that
American order 1s owing to the morality of a sumple condition of lfe
and that our prospenty 1s inadental to our particular geographical
situation  There are many good men and n other respects wise men
even among ourselses who retan so much of the pohtical theory
which pervades the literature of our language as to believe the same
thing  For myself I cannot see the truth of erther of these positions.
Our prospenty 1s owing to our intelligence and our mtelligence 0
our mstitutions  Esvery discreet man m America 1s deeply mpressed
with the mportance of diffusing nstruction among our people Just
as many very well meaning persons tn your hemsphere honestly
enough entertan a singular horror of the danger of school boobs
Thus 1t 15 our natural means of safety to do the very thing which
must of necessity hase the greatest possiblenfluence on the happiness
civilization and power of a nation

1[N otsons of the Americans Picked Up by a Trarel ng Backelor (Philadelphia 1818)
1 263-71 — Text complete 1
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There can be no doubt that undera bald theory & r:prtsenlil"log
would be 21 the betteraf the most ygnorant proflgate and vags ; :‘
part of the communty were excluded from the nght of + nlmgd b B
Just as true that f allthe sogues and corrupt politicans even i ‘} ‘"65
those who read Latin and have well ined pockets could be refus
the nght of voting bonest mea would fare all the better Butssitis
very well known that the latter are not nor cannot well be excluded
from the nght of suffrage anyRhere exceptina despotism we have
come to the conclusion that 1t 18 scarcely worth while to do so much
violence to natural yustice wathout sufficient reason asto dusfranchise
3 man merely because be 1s poor  Though 2 tnflng qualificalion of
property may sometimes be useful in particular conditions of society
there can be no greater faflacy than Mts representolion  The most
vehement declamers m favor of the Justice of the representation of
property oyerlook two or three very important powts of the argument
4 wan way be a voluntary assocute n a jomt-stock company and
Justly haye a nght to a participation tn its management in proportion
to his pecuniary mterest but hfe 1s not a chartered mnstitution  Men
are born with all their wants and passions their means of enjoyment
and ther sources of misery without any agency of thei own and
frequently to thewr grest discomfort MNaow though government 1s
beyond a doubt asort of compact 1t would seem that those who pre-
scribe M cond under a natural obl, 10 consult the nghts
of the whole 1 men when a hittle better than common were any
hmg hike perdect we might hope to see power lodged with safety 1
ke hands of a ble portion of the enhghtened without any
danger of ws abuse  But the expenence of the world 2088 0 prove
that there 15 a tendency to monopoly wherever power 1s reposed m the
hands of 2 runorty  Mothung s more hhely to be true than that
tuenty wise m o will umte m opuions m opposition to a bundred
fools but nothing 1s ware certawn than that f placed 1n Stuations to
c::tml all the wterests of their less mfted ne. ghbors the chance 15
that fifteen or sixteen of them would periert thewr philosophy 10

sclfishness  This was at least our political creed and we therefore
admutted a vast majont;

y of the community toa nght of votieg St
the hour of the Revolution the habats a 5

opintons laws and I'may sa;
1\>rmup1ts of the Americans are getung daily to be more democrauc’
“e are perdectly aware that while the votes of a few thousand scat
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tered wdwiduals ean make no great or lasting impression on ¢
prospenty or policy of the country their disaffection at beung excluted
might gne a great deal of trouble I do not mean to say that the
suffrage may not, 1 most countries, be extended toa far  Tonly wik
to show you that 1t 1s not here

* The theory of representation of property says that the man who
has Jittle shall not dispose of the money of lum who has more Now
what say expenience and common sense? It 1s the man who has ruck
that 15 prodigal of the public purse A sum that 15 tnfling 1 bs
account may constitute the substance of one who 1s poorer  Beyo d
all doubt the government of the world which 1s most reckless of the
public money 1s that n which power 1s the exclusive properts of the
very nch, and beyond all doubt the government of the warld which
compared with its means 1s mfimtely the most spaning of 1ts resources
15 that in which thev who enact the laws are compelled to consult the
wishes of those who have the least to bestow It 1s tdle tosay thatan
enlarged and hiberal pohicy governs the measures of the one and that
the other 1s renawned for a narrowness which has lessened sts influence
and circumsentbed its prospersty I hnow not ner care not nhatmen
who are dazzled with the ghitter of things may choose to say but 1
am thoroughly convinced from abservation that of the advice of
those who were mfluenced by what 1 called a hberal policy had been
followed in our country, we should have been a poorer and conse
quently a less important and less happy peaple than at present The
relations between pohtical Liberality and what s called political
prodigality are wonderfully wtimate

We find that our government 15 cheaper and even stronger for
bemng popular  There 1s no doubt that the jealousy of those who hae
Little often induces a false economy and that money mught frequenth
be saved by bidding hugher for talent  We lay no clams to perfection
but we do say that more good 1s attamned 1n this manner than i any
other which 1s practised elsewhere  We look at the aggregate of advan
tage and neither our calculations nor our hopes have as yet been
greatly decenved

‘As to the forms of our elections you see that they are beyond
ewmple sumple and orderly  After an evpenence of neas forty years
I can s3y that T have never seen a blow struch nor any other violeat
praceeding at a poll  These things certamnly do happen but i com
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opportumties at remarkably long mtervals. So far
?;n;?h:}:;::ncf P:l elections tending to disturb society, they pr;;
duce an ewactly different effect A contest whuch s 50 000 10
sepeated loseshall its interest by famibunty  Vast nurbers of electors
are content to be Jookers-on rarely approachung 2 poll except o vote
on some question of peculiat coneern The struggle 18 genenally
whether A or B shall enjoy the temporary honor or the infling emolu
ment m dispute the community seldom. bewng much the better oc the
worse far the chowce  People talk of the fluctuations wiich are neces-
sanly the f 2 popular g They do not under
stand what they say  Every other enlightened nation of the easth s
at this moment divided between great opposing pnnciples whereas
here f we except the tnfhing collisions of pecunury wterests every
bods 15 of the same muind except as to the ordinary immaterial question
of a chaice betneen men Ve have settled all the formudable poats
of policy by conceding everything that any reasonable man can ask
‘The only danger which exssts ta the duration of qur confederacy {and
that 15 not 2 question of 2 form of government but one of mere pohcy )
proceeds from the Little that 1s anstocratical i our Union  The
concentrated power of a State may become like the overgrown power
of an ndnidual dangerous to our harmony though we thnk and

with very good reasan that on the whole even this pecubanty adds
ta the durability of the Union

1t 15 unnecessary 1o say that so far as mere conventence goes ths
roethod of election can be practised by a hundred mllions of people
as eastly as by twelve  As to corruption comparatnvely speaking 1t
cannot enst  No man can buy 2 state a county orevenatown In
a hotly contested election 1t 15 cestamly sometimes pracucable to
wfluence votes enovgh to tumn the scale but unless the question
wolve the pecubiar interests of the less furtunate class of socety 1t
15 clear both pacties can bribe shke and then the evil corrects 1sell
1 the question be one Likely 1o umte the mterests and the prejudices
of the bumbler classes nue times 1n ten 1t 18 both more humane and

wiser that they should prevad That sort of splendid and treacherqus
policy which gives a fallacious huster to a nation by oppressing those
who bave the most need of suppart 1 mandestly as unwise as 1t 15

compact suce govern
tect  Alter a suffirent

unyst Xt violates the very panaiples of the
ments are not formed to achieve but to praf
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force has been obtained to effect the first great objects of the asson
tion, the governed and not the governors, are the true agents 1 esery
act of national prosperity  Look at America What people or what
monarch 1f you will has done half so much as we have done compared
to our means 1n the last half century, and precisely for the resso
that the government 15 obliged to content itself with protection ot
at the most with that assistance which i the nature of thiags
stnctl; requires a concentrated action
‘It 15 of far less importance, according to our notions what the
executive of a nation 15 called than that all classes should bnves
durect mfluence onts policy We have no hing 1t 1s true for the word
carnes with 1t to our ears an idea of expenditure but wehaveabesd
who for the time being has a very reasonable portion of power We
are not Jealous of him for we have taken good care he shall do ro
harm
‘Though we are glad to find that principles which we have practised

and under which we hae prospered so long are coming more in fashion
m Europe I think you must do us the justice to say that nearenots
nation much addicted to the desire of proselvting  For ourselves we
have no fears, and as for other people 1if they make some faint 1t
tions of our svstem and then fehictate themselves on their progress
weare well content they should have all the mert of inventors  That
1s a miserable nivalry which would make a monopoly of happiness I
think as a people we rather admire vou most when we see you
advancing with moderation to your object than when we hear of the
adoption of sudden and violent means  We have ever been reformers
rather than revolutiomists  Our own struggle for independence was
not 1 1ts aspect a revolution  We contrived to give 1t all the dignity
of a war from the first blow  Although our generals and soldiers might
not have been so well trawned as those they fought agamst they were
far more humane considerate and n the end successful than ther
adversaries  Our own progress has been gradual It 1s not tong since
a trifling restniction existed on the suffrage of this very State  Expert
ence proved that it excluded quite as many discreet men as its removal
would admit of vagabonds Now 1t 1s the distinguishing feature of
our policy that we consider man a reasonable being and that we rather
court than aved the struggle Letween ignorance and intelligence
We find that this policy rarels fails to assure the victory of the latter



JAMES FENTMORE COORER 59

while 1t heeps down ts baneful moropalies. Ve extended the suflrage
10 mclude everybody 2nd whie complaunt 1s Temoved we find no
difference in the representation Asyetitis rather an improvement
Should 1t becorne an evil hownerer we shall find easy and moderate
means to change 1t sice we are certamn that 3 majonty will be suffi
cently sagacious 1o hnow thtar owh interests You have only to
comsance us that it 1s the best government and we will become an
shsolute monarchy tomorrow It 15 wonderful bow prone sse are to
adopt that vuch expectation induces us to thunk will be expedient
and to veject that which expenence teachesusisbad Tt must be con
fessed that sofar all our experiments have been in favor of democ
ra¢y Isery weil Lnow that you in Europe prophesy that our career
will end 1 monarchy Tobe candid your prophenies exate but lutle
feching here since we have taken up the opimon you don t very well
understand the subject  But should 1t prove true a lo bonng hewre
when we find that form of government best depend on wt we shall
rot hesitate to adopt ® You are at pecfect hiberty 1f you will to
establsh 2 journal m favar of despotrsm under the windows of the
Capiol T will not promise you much patronage at first nesther da 1
ik you will be troubled with much senous oppesition. At all eventy
there 18 nothing 1 the Taw 1o molest the speculation  Now ook
behind you at the poll we have just left reflect on this fact and
then draw your conclusions of otr own opmion of the stablity of our
mstitutions  We may decene ourselves but you of Europe must
;x!:ﬁn a f:; t:m;E accurate koowledge of the state of our country
eve Tely o o
exptrnee y on your crude progaostics rather than on our ewn
1 could scarcely assare myself that Cadwallade:
4t ne durnng a good deal of the tume he was sp(:a;mw::;‘ ?f‘:gs:u:[jg
l’;’h mast be confessed there 13 some Common sense what ke s3id
ere were theee or faut other pa.sengers in the stage men of decent.
azd sober extenior among whom 1 detected certain 1nterchan; p
Queer glances though none of them appeared to thunk the bxes o
::ie‘ :’N "lfms«mg mterest Provoked at thew musom\:!s:m);\cnl:x
© a theme 5o delightful as hberty T asked one of
A not apprehend there wod be a e of them I be
General Jackson n end to the republic should
was tus gebbemt:gcazﬁes:z’:::\:‘ﬁlpl;:ﬁcm? F Ther kot
answer  Why not? he s
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a soldier, and a man of ambition ® My unmoved ycoman dd r
care to dispute either of these qualities but he still persevered
thinking there was not much danger since “he did not know anye ¢
m hus neighborhood who was much disposed to help a man 1n suchaz
undertahing

1t 15 provoking to find a whole nation dwelling 1n thus speaiss of
alarming secunity, for no other reason than that thewr vulgsr aed
everyday practices teach them to rely on themselves mstead of tnst
ing to the rational inferences of philanthropic theorists who have s2
long been raching therr ingenuity to demonstrate that a condution of
society which has delusnvely endured for nearly two hundred years
has been n existence all that time 1n direct opposition to the legitumate
deductions of the science of government



5
WILLIAM EMMONS
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICANISM!
[LipERTY AND LUXURY INCOMPATIELE]

Let us avord Jusury as the greatest bane to liberty  Look bacl to
such men as Cinoncatus Hancock Putnam Adams, Jeffersan Mads
son Monroe Jackson and that great champion of equal nghts
Jobnson the hero and patrtot of the west whose whole Iife bas been
devoted to the cause of cvvil liberty  Come then, fellaw citszens
asmate the strong and encourage the weak to march boldly on untid
therr eforts are crowned with tnumphant success  Recollect the
tmes are sadly out of jomt  Man has departed too far from hus pnm
Mive state

Ii ever a tume exsted 1n this country demanding the immedite
action of the people that tune 15 the present Oh then I conjure
you by the love of Lberty! by the value of true pational glony!
by the holy ashes of your fathers! by the love you bear toward the
partaersof your holy love! by the filnlaflection yan owe your children
whose duty yoursit1s topomt them to true happiness and Independ
¢nce to remember like causes produce hke effects

INAVAL STRENGTE AND NATIONAL REPUTATION]

Fellow ctizen 251t respects our foreign relations our government
s 23 much 1f not more 1n repute than at any former penod 1n our
bstory Our fiag s respected on every sea the conditson of aur navy
XS 3uperor to any other time ince we were a nAtion our unprovements
o shpbwlding are greater than any other nation, besides 2 powerful
armament afloat we have many noble ships of the Line on the tocks
that could of occasion called 1n a short tume be placed on the bosom
of the ocean to bual therr thunders on any power that dare cast a stain
on our Star-spangled Banner our naval officers generally are worthy

UErem Ax Orotiom commemaorat 2

1 the Declorstson of Ind pendence &
Fourth J July 1834 on B ston Common (Boston xs.u)-~Al>rfdm=¢I¢ 4wl
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of the Government and entstled to the fullest confidence of the Amen.
can people  As to our seamen, no nation on earth can boast of such
noble generous souls as we can furnish, ever ready to pour forth ter
blood 1n defense of their country’s honor

Yes fellow citizens, 1t was reserved to Perry to display a bnlluat
supenor ty of American seamanship over our then haughty foe after
the conquest of Barclley, such was the ardor of Perry and hus Yankee
Tars that they formed themselves mnto 2 battalon and tendered
therr services to Col Johnsou at the ever memorable Battle of the
Thames, which followed i proud succession, thus terminating 1
brilliancy our western campaign covering with unfading 1aurels the
names of Perry Johnson and McDonough, not forgetting the renowned
mounted regiment of Kentuchv Riflemen and the brave tars who had
the honor to recewve etght hundred stands of arms belonging lo the British
Army under General Proctor, who mode his oun escape by fight!

[CorovEL RiciarD MENTOR Jounsov PopuLar HERo]

When we contemplate the fearful odds of forces wm the memorsble
Battle of the Thames on the sth of October 1813 the decided victory
achieved by the dreg under the ¢ d of that states
man and warror Colonel Johnson over nearly three times his o¥n
number of well disciplined Briish regulars and Indian warriors under
the command of General Proctor and the celebrated Indisn Chiel
Tecumseh whose band alone consisted of more than one thousand
five hundred (this body of Indians were concealed 1n a snamp extend
ing from the River Thames to the road) In order to bring on the
battle without exposing the whole to the first fire of the Induans the
Colonel addressed his regiment as follows Fellow soldiers the hour
has armved to test our strength I must draw the first fire from the
enemy  Are there twenty that are willing to dre for their country? it
50, let themadvance At that moment the regiment aseoneman came
forward ‘The Colonel applauded their ardor! As twenty was all he
wanted, he selected Major Suggett and mueteen others and moved
on to encounter Tecumseh and his band  As they advanced they
recerved the fire of the savages and mineteen of the tuenty fell dead
on the spot, leaving but one man and the Colonel to pursue the charge
At this moment the s hole regiment followed their brave leader who
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Thad already tece ved two balls 1n hus pesson Yt nothung daunted he
pressed on L the thickest of the battle dealing death to ali around
Al he came 1n contact with the mughty chief Tecum.ch who at 3
dstance of a few yards rawsed tus rifle snd gave the Colonel another
pornd theseverest recewved dunng thebattle  Tecumseh then -nov ed
on todispatch bam with bis tomahawk rased when withina few feet
Colone! Johnson ras.ed a pistol which he had kept concealed and dis-
Cusrged ts contents 5 ball and three buck shot wto Tus breast and
Jd bum dead on the spot Thus fell the greatest chuel Amenca ever
had to contend with  Hus enmuty was hike Hanmbal to the Romans
bt before the unconquerable spint of 3 Johnson he fell and wuth hum
fed the terror of the fight  Johnson was taben from the field bleeding
and almost ifeless 1n the arms of Perry assisted by the present Secre
tary of War the then General Cass attended by Major Barty and
ather brave men frov Rentuckv while tus brother Lt Colonel James
Johnson continued the charge untd victory was complete leaving
the field covered with dead and dying
In due tume Colonel Johnson was séstored although covered with
seats received defending Ins country and has for near thuty years
served the people 1 the nationaf councils and for many vears he com
fatted afore agaunst fesrivd odds on the smporiance of abohshung
mprisonment for debt until he camed hus bill in toumph through the
Senate! His efforts have been responded 10 11 this my native State
by 2 {Fredench) Robmson and other true sons of hiberty unial the tousd
stain has been removed which so long continued 21 the expense of
wviolating the chartered nights of man and giving you additional cause
this day torejoicel
The next 1nroad on the peaple s lherties he found to attack was
the unbaly design formed by a party under the name of Religion for
Stoppisg the mail s runmng on a Sunday  The memanial was recetved
by a committee rased aod Calonet Johnson was appointed Charman
whose report on that aecason has not only been printed 1 golden
ielers but 13 also engraven on the hearts of bus countrymen ¥ sl( “
a0 pudge from the signs of the tmes a grateful ) :
temas b by the st ofice 1 (60 it s vt ot
1hat the An mther gdt thus goning another evidence
trican people are not wngra £ful  We need
#hile such men as Woodbury Bents not despur
NE the text of thys ™ Denton Cass Jehnson Sitvenson and
Jus.ly prased report see pages 274 28}
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of the Government and enttled to the fullest confidence of the Amen
can people As to our seamen no nation on earth can boast of st
noble, generous souls as we can furnish, ever ready to pour forth ther
blood 1n defense of their country s honor

Yes fellow citizens, 1t was reserved to Perry to display a brihst
supenior ty of American seamanship over our then haughty foe after
the conquest of Barchley, such was the ardor of Perry and hus Yanket
Tars that they formed themselves imnto a battalion and tendersd
therr services to Col Johnson at the ever memorable Battle of the
Thames which followned 1n proud successton thus termmatng 2
brilhancy our western campaign covenng with unfading laurels tht
names of Perry Johnson and McDonough not forgettng the renowned
mounted regiment of Kentucky Riflemen and the brave tars who bat
the honor to recewve eight hundred stands of arms belonging to the Brifish
Army under General Proctor who made his oun escape by fiught!

[CoroneL Ricrarp MENTOR Jomnsov PoruLar Hezo)

When we contemplate the fearful odds of forces i the memorable
Battle of the Thames on the sth of October 1813 the decided victony
achieved by the mounted regunent under the command of that states-
man and warror Colonel Johnson over nearly three times hus 0¥
number of well discrplined British regulars and Indian warriors undet
the command of General Proctor and the celebrated Indian Chief
Tecumseh whose band alone consisted of more than one thousind
five hundred (this body of Indians were concealed tn a swamp extend
wng from the River Thames to the road) In order to brng on the
battle without exposing the whole to the first fire of the Indians the
Colonel addressed his regtment as follows Fellow soldiers the hour
has arrved to test our strength I must draw the first fire from the
enemy  Are there twenty that are willing to die for their country? i
s0,let themadvance At that moment the regiment asene man came
forward The Colonel applauded their ardor! As twenty was all he
wanted he selected Major Suggett and mneteen others and moved
on to encounter Tecumseh and his band  As they advanced they
recened the fire of the savages and mneteen of the twenty fell dead
on the spot, leaving but one man and the Colonel to pursue the charge
At this moment the whole regument folloned thewr brave leader who
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f tuoe permutted I would point out the dark work that 1s now going
on 1 Europe and satisfy all thuinking and reasonable men that our
own Land is swarmung with their emissanes acting under the mandates
of their impental masters  Look, then to your country feach your
chiddren for tkat country alone to live — for sts defense to dre!
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a Forsayth are to be found to rally around our wmstitutions and gurrd
them aganst construcive pouers Well ndeed, 1t 1s for us as 8 peo/lt
that among all the various parties each can furmsh talent of the 0
order, whose aim should be to watch and ferret out abuses tn order to
advance the general prospentty of the nation

[TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT JACKSON)

Fellow aitizens, unless I turn trastor to the honest conviction of v
own mind, I must publicly declare, even if I stand alone, that I b
the President of the Unted Stales to b¢ a persecuted man of the same
time acknouledge that ke hos rendered this nation more rel benefit thr
any of ks predecessors sunce the days of Washinglon Yes and the
glory and renown that will be awarded him in after time —jy¢3, and
by those who now revile hum — will endure and increase 1 spleudor
even when theirs will be as dust forgot ~ ‘Yea, Jike the baseless fbne
of a vision, and leave not a wrech behind

I have recently discovered a new com which meets with a rapid sile

m vartous parts of the aty inscribed my experiment, of nearo ¢
cent value which brings from two to three cents each  The vendors
of this comn may well boast of General Jackson s experyment, and wel
may they go the whole hog!’ and cry ‘ down with the Bank I
have no doubt 1t 15 the reverence due the General for lus noble exper
ment that has nduced them to engrave his likeness on brass which
enhances the value of their comn  As to credit honest men can obtait
and none others are entitled to receve 1t Respecting commerct
look to the receipts of customs, or cast your eye on the ocean, and
behold 1t whitened with canvas displayed at their masts 1s the Stars
and Stripes proudly unfurled to the breeze! Look, then fellow aitizens
to your own resources and you will find them abundant  Guard your
own altars, call up the noble spint of defense look to your bulwatk
1 the bour of danger Remember that a well regulated militia 13 the
only sure panoply of defense 1n tumes of perd  See 1ot then lettt
fire your souls with the glorous spint of 3our ancestors, awabe the
dormant suppressed opimons of your counlrymen and organize anew
the bulwark of your nation s glory and defense  Let 1t be so Lept up
as that alf classes shall bear equally its burdens Ve cannot expect
to enjoy our republican mnstitutions 1f we as a people divest ourselves
of the means to perpetuate them,
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1§ time permutted Iwould point out the dark work that 18 now gotng
on 1 Enrope and satisfy all thinking and reasonable men that our
ownland 1s swarming with their emussanes acting under the mandates
of their impenial masters Look then to your country feack your
children for that country alone to live — for 115 defense to dre!



64 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

a Forsayth are to be found to rally around our mstitutions and guazd
them agawnst constructive pouers Well wndeed, 1t 15 for us as a peop!
that among all the various parties each can furmsh talent of the fit
order whase aim should be to watch and ferret out abuses i orderto
advance the general Pprosperity of the nation

[Tr1BUTE T0 PRESIDENT JACESON)

Fellow citizens, unless I turn traitor to the honest conviction of &5
own mind, I must publicly declare, even 1f I stand alone fhat I bhet
the President of the United States to be o persecuted man of the samt
lime acknovledge that he has rendered this nation more read benefi than
any of kns predecessors since the days of Washinglon Yes and e
glory and renown that will be awarded bum 1n after time —yea 158
by those who now revile hum — will endure and ncrease i splendor
even when theirs will be as dust forgot ~ Vea, like the baseless fabric
of a vision, and leave not a wreck behind

Thave recently discovered a new comn which meets with a rapid sale

in various parts of the city mscnbed my expersment, of near oze
cent value, which brings from two to three cents each The vendors
of this con may well boast of General Jackson s expeniment, and well
may they ‘go the whole hogl and cry ‘down with the Bank I
have no doubt 1t 1s the reverence due the General for his nodle expen
ment that has induced them to engrave his likeness on brass which
enhances the value of thewr coin  As to credit, honest men can obtam
and none others are entitled to recenve 1t Respecting commerce
look to the receipts of customs, or cast your eye on the ocean, and
behold 1t whitened with canvas displayed at thewr masts s the Stars
and Stripes proudly unfurled to the breezel Look then fellow citizens
to your own resources and you will find them abundant  Guard your
own altars call up the noble spint of defense look to your bulwark
m the hour of danger R ber that a well regulated miht 15 the
only sure panoply of defense in times of peril  See to 1t then, Jet it
fire your souls with the glorious spunt of your ancestors awake the
dormant, suppressed opinions of your countrymen and organize anew
the bulwark of your nation s glory and defense  Let 1t be so kept up
as that oll dlasses shall bear equally 1ts burdens We cannot expect
to enjoy our republican institutions if we, as a people divest ourselves
of the means to perpetuate them.
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i tame permutted 1 would point out the dark work that 13 now gotng
on 1n Europe and satisfy all thinking and reasonable men that our
own Land s swarmung with their emissanes acting under the mandates
of ther impertal masters  Look, then ta your country feack your
children for that couniry alone o bire — for sts defense to dret
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a Forsayth are to be found to rally around our mstitutions azd gui:d
them against construchive pouers Well indeed 1t 1s for us as 2 peop
that among all the vanous parties each can furnish talent of the £
order, whose amm should be to watch and ferret out abuses m oxderto
advance the general prospenty of the nation

[TRIBUTE 70 PRESIDENT JACKSOW]

Fellow atzens, unless I turn traitor to the honest convictien of ny
own rund, I must publicly declare even if Istand alone, that dehee
the President of the United States to be a persecuted man ol the sort
time acknouledge that he has rendered this nation more reah benefd thor
any of ks predecessors since the days of Washngton Yes, and the
glory and renown that will be awarded him 1n after tune —yea and
by those who now revile hum — will endure and increase 1 splendor
even when thewrs will be as dust forgot ¢ Yea, like the baseless fabnc
of a vision, and leave not a wreck behind *

1 have recently discovered a new coin which meets witha rapid sale

1 various parts of the city, inscribed ‘my expenment, of near on¢
cent value, which brings from two to three cents each The vendors
of this com may well boast of General Jackson s expeniment and well
may they 'go the whole hogl’ and cry down with the Bank' 1
have no doubt 1t 1s the reverence due the General for hus noble ezpert
ment that has induced them to engrave hus Likeness on brass, which
enhances the value of thewr comn  As to credit, honest men can obtamn
and none others are entitled to recewve 1t Respecting commerct
lock to the receipts of customs or cast your eye on the ocean, and
behold 1t whitened with canvas displayed at their masts is the Stars
and Stripes proudly unfurled to the breezel Look then fellow citizens,
to your ¢wn resources and you will find them abundant Guard your
own altars, call up the noble spust of defense look to your bulwark
i the hour of danger Remember that a well regulated militia 1s the
only sure panoply of defense in tumes of penil  See to 1t then, Jet 1t
fire your souls with the glorious spint of your ancestors awake the
dormant suppressed opimions of your counirymen_and organize anew
the bulwark of your nation s glory and defense  Let it be so kept up
as that oll dasses shall bear equally its burdens We cannot expect
to enjoy our republican wnstitutions of we asa people, divest ourselves
of the means to perpetuate them.
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byects and
seanmg o whether they mght be streiched 1o anchude aby
wwusgwh\dx had never been delegated to the General Government
30d which consequently stll resded with the States as sepanate
sovereignites

The prape! of the Bank. was ded by the Secretary of
the Treasury on the ground that such an institution would be of
1o the prosp d of the finances

prun
and o(n the greatest utility 1n the operations connected with the support
cfpubliccredit  Thisscheme then as naw, was opposed on vanous
gowds bt the constitutionsl objection constituted then, as st does
2t the present day the un reason of the uncompromusing and
wnwincible hostility of the Democracy to the measure They conndersd
it &t the exeraise of & very important power which had never been
gnen by the States or the people to the General Government and
which the General Government could not therefore exernse wihout
being guilty of uswrpation ‘Thase who contended that the Govern
ment possessed the power effected their immediate object bun the
contrenexsy stll ewsts And 1t 13 of no consequence to telt the Democ
racy that 1t 1s now established by vanous precedents and by deasions
of the Supreme Court that this power 18 fauly ncidental to certatn
other powers expressly granted for this 1s only telling them that the
advocates of free construction have at times had the ascendancy 1n
1he Executive and Legshative and st all tumes i the Judicnny
Department of the Government  The Bank question stands now on
preasely the same footing that 1t onginally did 1t 15 now as st wasat
first 2 mattes of controversy between the two reat partey of this
country between parties as oppostte as day and night between parhies
which contend one far the consohdation and enlargement of the
Povers of the General Government and the ather fag stnctly heuting
that Government to the objects for which 3t was mstituted and to
the exercise of the mmeans with which it was entru ted The one party
s for 2 popular goverrment the other for an anstocracy  The ene
Party 1s composed & great measuee of the {atmers mechames
Iaborers and ather producers of the mudding and Sower Gasses acoord
28 to the commeon gradation bv the seale of wealth and the other of
<he consumers the yich the proud the prvileged of those who f
:“’; g:\k;m‘n:x ‘:::e canverted into an arstocracy would become
rquises. and baronets  The question 15 stdl dis
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WILLIAM LEGGEIT
DEMOCRATIC EDITORIALS
THE DIVISION OF PARTIES'

INCE THE ORGANIZATION of the Government of the Unted
States the people of this country have been divided nto two
great parties One of these parties has undergone vanous

changes of name the other has continued steadfast alike to 1ts appel
lation and to its principles and 13 now, as 1t was at first, the Democrozy
Both parties have ever contended for the same opposite ends which
ongmally caused the division whatever may have been at different
times, the particular means winch furmshed the immediate subject of
dispute  The great object of the struggles of the Democracy has been
to confine the action of the General Government within the limuts
marked out 1n the Constitution, the great object of the party opposed
to the Democracy has ever been to overleap those boundaries and give
to the General Government greater powers and a wider field for therr
exercise The doctrine of the one party 1s that all power not expressly
and clearly delegated to the General Govemment remains with the
States and with the peaple the doctrine of the other party 1s that the
vigor and efficacy of the General Gosernment should be strengthened
by a free construction of its poners The one party sees danger from
the encroachments of the General Government the other affects to
see danger from the encroachments of the States

This ongwal hine of separation between the two great pohhcﬂl
parties of the Republic though 1t existed under the old Confederstion
and was disunctly marked 1n the controversy which preceded the
formation and adoption of the present Conststution was greatly
widened and strengthened by the project of a National Bank brought
fornard i 1791 This was the first great question which occurred
under the new Constitution to test whether the provisions of that
instrument were to be interpreted accordung to their strict and hiteral

1{Aew Vork Erenng Post November 4 1834 — Text complete ]
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clude obyects and
e2 g or whether they sught be stretched 1o w

!;cw:xsgwhxch fad nevex been delegated ta the General Government
and viich consequently still resided wth the States as sepatate
sovereigaties

The of the Bank was ded by the Seeretary of
\he Treasury on the groand Abat such 2n nstitution would be of
PRUATY YD to the prosp d of the finances

and of the greatest utihty i the operations conpected with the support
ofpubliccredit  This scheme then asnow was 6pposed on vanous
gomd ut the constitutions) obyechon consututed then 283t does
ot the present day the macy teason of the uncompromising and
mancible hostility of the Democracy to the measure They considered
« a5 the exeraise of & very impostant power which had never been
goen by the States ot the peopte to the General Government and
which the General Government could not therefore exexesse without
beng guilty of usurpation  Those who contended that the Govern
ment possessed the power efiected thewr mumediate object but the
contraversy tdlexsts And 1t 1s of no consequence to tefi the Democ
ey that it 1s now establiched by vanous precedents and by deasions
of the Supreme Court that this power 1 fauly wadental to certan
other powers expressly granted for this 1s only telhng them that the
sdhacates of free construction have at tumes had the ascendancy 1n
the Executnve and Legeiatwe 2nd at oWl twmes an the Judicary
Department of the Government  The Bank guestion stands now on
preastly the same footsng that it onginally did 1113 now as 1t wasat
fot & matter of controversy between the two great parties of this
¢ountry between parties as opposite as day and mght between parties
which contend one for the consolidation and enlargerent of the
Powers of the Geperal Gosernment and the other for stnctly limiting
that Government to the objects for whuch 3t was mstitated and to
the exercise of the means with which st was en vusted  The one party
15 fos a popular government the other for an anstocracy  The one
Party 15 compased 1 a great measure of the farmers mechamies

l\:?t‘:rzsh :-hd other producers of the muddling and lower classes acentd
o m‘;'ﬂm:: gradation by the scale of wealth and the other of

o es the nch the proud the privileged of those why

to an anstocracy would become
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DEMOCRATIC EDITORIALS
THE DIVISION OF PARTIES!

INCE THE ORGANIZATION of the Government of the United
States the people of this country have been divided into t¥0
great parties One of these parties has undergone vanous

changes of name, the other has continued steadfast alike to its appek
lation and to its principles and 1s now, as 1t was at first, the Democrocy
Both parties have ever contended for the same opposite ends which
ongwally caused the diviston whatever may have been at different
times the particular means which furnished the immediate subject of
dispute  The great object of the struggles of the Democracy hasbeta
to confine the action of the General Government withmn the hmuts
marked out 1n the Constitution the great object of the party opposed
to the Democracy has ever been to oy erleap those boundanies and give
to the General Government greater powers and a wider field for their
exercise  The doctrine of the one party 1s that all power not expressly
and clearly delegated to the General Government remams with the
States and with the people the doctrine of the other party s that the
vigor and efficacy of the General Government should be slrcngthcﬂtd
by a free construction of 1ts powers  The one party sees danger front
the encroachments of the General Government the other affects to
see danger from the encroachments of the States

This onginal hne of separation between the two great political
parties of the Republic though 1t eusted under the old Confederation
and was distinctly marked 1n the controversy which preceded the
formation and adoption of the present Constitution was greatly
widened and strengthened by the project of a National Bank brought
forward 1 1791 This was the first great question which occurred
under the new Constitution to test whether the provisions of that
instrument were to be interpreted according to their strict and literal

3[New Fork Exeming Post “ovembet 4 1834 — Text complete ]
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RICH AND POOR?
ewe acknowledge, and act upon a common nterest

“ﬁ;f;‘:ﬁc poor? Yet the mament the latter are called upon to
combune for the preservation of thest nghts forsooth the commumty
1510 danger  Property 16 no longer secure and Mfe w jeopardy  This
cant has descended to us from those tumes when the poor and laborung
asses had no stake i the community and no nghts except such as
they could acquire by force  But the times have changed though the
cant remarns the same  The scrip mobility of this Republic have
adopted towards the free people of this Republic the same language
which the feudal harans and the despat who contested with ther the
power of oppressing the peaple used towards thewr serfs and villains
as they were opprobriousty called

These would be Jordhmgs of the Paper Dynasty cannot or will not
Percesve that there 13 some difference wn the situstion and feelings of
the people of the United States and those of the despotic governments
of Ewope They forget that at this moment our people — we mean
emphatically the dlass which labors with its own hands — 18 1 posses-
sion of a greater portion of the property and itelligence of this
country ay ten times over thanall the creaturesof the paper credat
system put together This property 15 mdeed more widely and
equally dstolated among the peple than among the phantoms of
e paper system and so much the better  And as to their intelligence
Jet sny man talg with them and of he does not learn somethung 1t s
Bisown fault They are as well acquawnted with the aghts of person
and property and hav e as Just a regard for them as the most liustnous
lordlieg of the scop nobihty  And why should they not? Who and.
what are the great majority of the weslthy people of thig oty we
may say of th, country?  Are they not —~ we say st not 1n disparage
went but 1n high commendation -~ ate they not men who began the
world comparativel

ly poor with ardinary education and ordma;
means? And what showd make them so much Wiser than theur ne :\3

bors? Is it becanse they live m better style nide n cammages and
bl;we OTe money or at least more credit than therr poarer neighbors?
b:;s 2 Tman become wiser stronger or more Virtuous and patnotic
use he bas a fine house over his head? Does he Tove hus country the
112 Decemher 6 1834—Text complete))
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puted between these two parties 1t 1s ever a new question, and whetker
the democracy or the anstocracy shall succeed in the present struze
the fight will be renewed whenever the defeated party shall be 1pa
able to muster strength enough to take the field The prilege el
self government 15 one which the people will never be permitted to
enjoy unmolested Power and wealth are contmually stealing fxz
the many to the few There 15 2 class continually ganng growdn
the commumty who desire to monopohize the advantage of the Goven
ment, to hedge themselves round with exclugiy e privileges and elevate
themselves at the expense of the great body of the people Thes,
in our soctety, are emphatically the anstocracy and these with ol
such as their means of persuaston or corruption or intymdation a2
move to act with them constitute the party which are now strugglg
agamst the democracy for the perpetuation of an odious and dangeros
moneyed nstitution
Putting out of view, for the present, alf other objections to the
United States Bank, — that 1t 1s 2 monopoly that 1t possesses eaot
mous and overshadowing power that it has been most corruptly
managed and that 1t 15 1dentified with political leaders to whom b
people of the United States must ever be strongly opposed — (b
constitutional objectson alone ts an msurmountable objection to it
The Government of the United States 1s 2 lmited sovereignty Tt
powers which 1t may exercise are expressly enumerated i the Const
tution None not thus stated or that arenot necessary and proper
to carry those wlich are stated mto effect can be allowed to bt
exercised by it The power to establish a bank 1s not expressly gnen
neither 15 1t mncidental since 1t cannot be shown to be necessary 10
carry the powers which are given or any of them to effect  That
power cannot therefore be exercised without transcending the constt
tutional Limits
Thus 15 the democralic argument stated n its bnefest form The
aristocratic argument in favor of the power 1s founded on the dangerous
heresy that the Constitution says one thing and means another
That  necessary does not mean necessary but simply conrensent By
a mode of reasoning not looser than this 1t would be easy to prove that
our Government ought to be changed 1nto 2 monarchy Henry Clay
crowned hing and the opposition members of the Senate made peers
of the realm and power place and perquisites given to them and
their heirs forever
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mon effort 1n one common cause without rousing the €ry ot d:l[t\g;t
to the nghts of person and propesty Tsnotthisa S“""“m:(;“ ol l;
people Tounded on the nghts of the people and instituted for the
express object of guarding them against the encroachments and usur‘
potions of power?  And of they are not permutted the possession o
common mterest the exercise of a common feching f they cannot
combime 1o resist by constitubional means these encroachments to
what parpase wee they deddared free o exeraise the nght of suffrage
1 the chosce of ilers and the malang of laws?

And what we ash 15 the power agawst which the people not only
of thus country but of 2lmost a% Furope are called upon to armay them
selhes and the encroachment on their nghts they are summaned to
resust? Tsitnot emphatically the power of poly and the encroach
ments of corporate privileges of every kind which the cupidity of the
rich engenders to the injury of the poor?

It was to guard agamnst the encroachments of poner the insanate
ambition of wealth that this government was msthituted by the people
themsefves  But the obyects which call for the pecuhar jealousy and
satchfulness of the people are not now what they once were  The
cautions of the early wnters in favor of the iberties of mankind have
i sutre wakasure become obstlete and mapphicable Ve are menaced
by aur ola enerues avanice and arbition wnder 2 new name and fosm
The tyrant s changed from a stechclad fendal bason or 2 mnor despot
at the head of thousands of ruffian followers to a mighty el gentle
fman who comes mincing and bowng to the people with a quill behind
bisear at the head of cvuntiess mifiions of magmficent promises He
propuses to make everybody rich he promuses to pave aunes with
old and he promues to pay  In short he 1 made up of promises
He w1ll do wonders such as fever were seen or heard of provided the
People wil only aliow hm to make hus promuses equal to sher and
gold and human labor and grant bam the exclusive benefns of all the
great blessmgs e intends to confer on them  He i the sty selfish
grasping and wsatiabie tyrant the people are now to guard aganst

A concentrated money pouer  usurper 1 the disguise of 4 benefactor

40 Agent exeramtng povileg s which hug prncipal never possessed
mpostor who while he affects to wear e

t chatas 1s placed above (e
whoate free a chartered hbertine that pretends tE be manacled aﬁs
2t be may the more safely pick our pochets and lord 3¢ over our




70 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONWIAN DEMOCRACY

better because he has a French cook and a box at the opera? Or does
he grow more learned logical and profound by intense study of the
daybool,, ledger, bills of exchange bank promuses and notes of hand?

Of all the countries on the face of the earth or that ever exsted o1
the face of the earth this 15 the one where the claums of wealth and
anstocracy are the most unfounded absurd and ndiculous With
no claim to hereditary distinctions with no exclusive nghts ercept
what they dertve from monopolies and no power of perpetuating their
estates mn thewr postenty the assumption of anstocratic ais and
claums 1s supremelv nidiculous Tomorrow they themselves may be
beggars for aught they Lnow, or at all events their children mav
become so  Therr postenty 1n the second generation will have to
begin the world agamn and work for a iving as did their forefathers.
And yet the moment a man becomes rich among us he sets up lor
wisdom he despises the poor and ignorant he sets up for patnotism
he 1s your only man who has a stake 1n the community and therefore
the only one who ought to have a voice 1n the state  What folly 1s
this?  And how ptible his p 1on?  He 15 not a whit
wiser better or more patriotic than when he commenced the world
awagon dnver Nay not half so patnotic for he would see his countrs
disgraced a thousand times rather than see one fall of the stocks
unless perhaps be had been speculating on such a contingency To
him a victory 1s only of consequence as 1t raises and a defeat onlv to
be lamented as 1t depresses a loan  His soul 1s wrapped up 1n & ter
tificate of serip or a bank note Witness the conduct of these pure
patriots duning the late war when they at least a large proportion of
them not only withheld all their support from the Government but
used all their influence to prevent others from grving their assistance
Yet these are the peaple wha alone have a stake wn the community
and of course exclusively monopolize patnotism

But Jet us ash what and where 1s the danger of a combination of the
laboring classes in vindication of their political principles or n defense
of thetr menaced nights? Hase they not the ght to act in concest
when their opponents act 1n concert? Nay s 1t not their bounden
duty to combtne against the only enemy they have to fear as yetn
this free country monopoly and a great paper system that gnnds
them to the dust? Truly ths 1s strange republican doctnine and this
15 & strange repubhcm country twhere men cannot unite in one com
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mon effort 1 one common Cause mithout rousing the ery of datng:
to the rghts of person and property Tsnot thia 3"“""“’“““ e
people founded on the nghts of the people and mstituted d‘” the
express abyect of guarding (hern agamst {he encroachments an usm'f
pations of power? And if they are not permtted the possession o
Cornon amerest (he exercne of a comsron fechng s they carnot
combine to resist by constitutional means these encroachments to
what purpose wese they declared free to exercise the right of saffrage
1 the choice of rulers and the making of laws®

And what we ash 15 the power agawst which the people not only
of this country but of almost alt Europe are ealled upon toarry them
sehves and the encroachment on thewr nghts they are summoned to
resist? Isitnot emphatically the powerof poly aad th k
ments of corporate privileges of every Aand which the cupidity of the
nch engenders to the injury of the poot?

1t was to guard aganst the encroachments of power the insatiate
ambition of wealth that this government was mstituted by the people
themsehes  But the objects whuch call for the pecular jealousy and
watchfulness of the people are not now what they once were The
taubions of the early wniers tn favor of the liberties of mankind hase
1n some measure become ebsolete and mapplicable  We are menaced
by our old enemies avaryce and ambitton under a new tame and form
The tyrant 1s changed from a steel-clad feudal baton or 2 rumar despot
at the head of thousands of ruffian followers to a mighty awil gentle
man who comes mucing and bostng to the people with a quil behund
tsear at the head of countless millions of magnificent promses He
pronuses to make everybody rich he promases o pave qties wath
gold and he promses to pav  In short he 15 made up of promuses
He will do wonders such as never were seen or heard of provided the
people wdl only allow hum to make bus promuses equal to siver and
gold and buman labor and grant hum the exclusive bensfits of all the
eat Llessings he atends to confer on them. He is the oy selfish
Fpng and wsatizble tyrant the people are now to guard aganst
A concentrated money power a usurper m the deguse of a benefactor
20 agent everasng prvieges which his primapal never possessed an
wpostos who while he aflects to weat chams 15 placed zbove the:
tho are fsee a chartered hbertine that pretends to be manacled z)nlse
that be may the mose safely pick our pockets and ford ot over nu)z
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nights  This 15 the enemy we are now to encounter and overcoze
before we can expect to enjoy the substantial realities of freedoz.

OBJECTS OF THE EVENING POST?

Those who only read the declamations of the opponents of the
egual rights of the people may be induced to believe that this paper
advocates principles at war with the very existence of socal nghts
and social order But what have we ashed in the name of the peop'e
that such an interested clamor should be raised agamnst them and 18
What have we done or said that we should be denounced as mee
dianes, stnking at the very roots of soctety and teanng down the
edifice of property? It may be useful to recapitulate what we have
already done, 1n order that those who please may judge whether of
not we deserve these reproaches from any but the enemies of the equ!
nghts of person and property

In the first place, n designating the true functions of a good gover
ment, we placed the protection of property among s first and prncipal
duttes  We referred to 1t as ane of the great objects for the attamrent
of which all governments were ongmnally instituted  Does this savor
of hostility to the nights of property?

In the second place we mamtamed that all grants of monapoles
or exclustve or partial privileges to any man or body of men, 1mpat
the equal nghts of the people and was 1n direct violation of the first
principle of a free government  Does 1t savor of hostility to the nghts
of property to mantam that all property has equal nghts and thit
exclusive privileges granted to one class of men or one spectes o
property impair the equal nghts of all the others?

As 2 deduction from these principles we draw the conclusion that
charters conferring partial or exclusn e monopohies on small fractions
of society are infringements on the general rights of society and there-
fore that the system ought to be abandoned as soon as possible a8
utterly at war with the rights of the people at large It 15 here that
the shoe pinches and here the clamor aganst us will be found to
onginate Th ds and tens of th ds of influentaal individuals
at the bar on the bench 1n our legislative bodies and everywhere
are deeply mnterested 1n the continuance of these abuses  Lawmalers

law expounders and law have imvested erther thewr mones

1[13:d January 3 1835 — Text complete ]
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ot thew credit 1 corporations of every hind and at 1s not “; be 'r:;n
desedat that they should ery out as;“;:‘:he abandonment of 3553
exorbitant gamns

from hence they deriv such vested ry hf:when weatk sn the name

We are aceused of violating 8] b
of the people that no more be created and that a1l those possessing
\he means and the mclnation mxy be admutted under general regu
Tations to & particspation W the prvileges which futherto have been
onty enjoyed through the capice the favor the policy, or the corrup-
tion of legulative bodies  We never even hinted at touchung those
vested nights untd the period to which they had been extended by
law had expired and till 1t could be done without 3 volation of legis-
lauve anth Ve @ely any man to pomt out 1n any of our arguments
on fhus subject a single 1dez or sentence that will sustan the chasge
of bestihty to actually vested nghts  Qur opposttion was prospective
not Tetroactine 1t was not ta present but to future vested nghts

I attacking 2 cource of policy 1 the future do we make war on
thep ? In panting out what we behieve errors 1n formet legislation
and recommending ther abandonment in future do we wiolate any
nght of property or recommend any hreach of public farth? Or 1
advotating the equal nghts of all do we impatr the constitutional
nights of any? Tt mught be well for the clamorous few who assail ow.
prsciples and our molnes with epprabrious epithets which though
ey do not unde d thewr purport themselves they mean should
convey the most dishonorable imputations — it might be well for
them to answer these questions before they resortt to rahing

One of the greatest supports of an erroneous systern of legslation
wibevery evil it produces When 1t 1s proposed to remedy the mus-
chuef by adopting 2 new system every abuse which has been the
tesult of the ald ave beomes an obstacle to reformatons Even
pobtieal change however salutary must be tunous 1o the mierests
of some and 1t will be found that those who profit by abuses are
always more dlamorous for their continuance than those who are only
opposing them from matues of justice o patsictem are for their
stondonment  Such 1 preaistly the state of the questton of monopoly
at this moment

. Under the abuses of the nght to grant exclugve privileges to the
ew which 13 a constectsve of not a usurped pawer A vast and con
centrated interest and mfluence has FIOWN up among us which wll
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nghts  This 1s the enemy we are now to encounter and overcoze
before we can expect to enjoy the substantial realities of freedom.

OBJECTS OF THE EVEMING POST?

Those who only read the declamations of the opponents of ¢
egual rights of the people may be mduced to beheve that this paper
advocates principles at war with the very exstence of soeul nghs
and social order  But what have we ashed in the name of the peop'e
that such an interested clamor should be raised agauwst them and v
What have we done or said that we should be denounced as e
dianies striking at the very roots of society and teanng down tt
edifice of property? It may be useful to recapitulate what we bave
already done, 1n order that those who please may judge whether er
not we deserv e these reproaches from any but the enemues of the equl
rights of person and property

In the first place in designating the true functions of 2 good grers
ment we placed the protection of property among its first and prncpe!
duties  We referred to 1t as one of the great objects for the attanme 1
of which all governments were orginally mstituted  Does this sav0
of hostility to the rights of property ?

In the second place we mamtamed that all grants of monopolies
or exclusive or partial privileges to any man or body of men, mparred
the equal rights of the people and was mn direct violation of the frst
principle of a free government  Does it savor of hostility to the righs
of property to mamtam that all property has equal nghts and that
exclustve privileges granted to one class of men or one species of
property unpair the equal rnights of all the others?

As a deduction from these pnnaiples we draw the conclusion that
charters conferning partial or exclusive monopolies on small fractions
of society are nfringements on the general rights of society and there
fore that the system ought to be abandoned as soon as possible 23
utterly at war wath the nghts of the people at large It 1s here that
the shoe pinches and here the clamor against us will be found to
onigmate Th ds and tens of th ds of nfl 1 indivaduals
at the bar on the bench 1n our legislatine bodies and everywhere
are deeply interested in the continuance of these abuses  Lawmakers
law expounders, and law executors have invested erther thewr money

3[15:d January 3 1835 — Text complete |
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heaven does s Tams shower s favars alike on the high and the low
the nich and the poor 1t would be an ungualined Blessing

Fhus 15 the language of our venerated President and the passage
eserves to be wnitten in letters of gold for newther i truth of senta
wment or beauty of expression can 1t be surpassed Ve choose 1t as our
text for & few remarks on the true funchions of goverartent

The fundamental principle of all governments s the protection of
person and propecty from domestic and foreign enemues in other
words to defend the weak agunst the strong By estabhishing the
socual feelng 1 & commumty 1t was wtended to counteract that
seifich feeling wWhich 1 1S proper exercise 1s the parent of all worldly
good and nitsexcesses theroot of allevil  The functions of govern
ment when confined to thei proper sphere of action are therefore
Testricted 10 the mabang of penerof faes uaform and unsversal i thew
operation for these purposes and for no other

Governments have no right to interfere with the purswits of wdiid
uady asguaranteed by those general laws by afiering encouragements
and granting privileges 10 any particular class of industry or any select
bodies of men inasmuch as all classes of wdustry and alt men are
equally important to the general welfare and equally entiled to
P atection

Whenever a government assumes the power of disertmunating
between the different classes of the commumity 1t becomes 1n effect
th 2 b erof their prospenty and exercises a powes not contemplated
by an tntelligent people in del thewr guty ta thewr rulers
Tt then becomes the great regulator of the profits of every species of
tndustry and reduces men ftom 3 dependence on thext own exeruons
102 dependesce on the caprices of their government  Gosernments
B T e s e
and property sential to protect the nghts of persan

In the exercse of this poser of mtermeddhng wat
pursists and sndividual ecenpations of e ctizen ga gavl:r:::eg?::c
at pleasure elevate one ¢la.s and depress another 1t ™Y one d:xy
legwslate exclusnely Jor the farmer the next for the mechan 31,
the thurd for the manufacturer who alt thus become the mere ;::p;:u

of legslative cobbling and tunke
e mmgr enng instead. of smdependent Cituzens

esources for ther prospenty It assumes the
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undoubtedly be seriously affected 1n 1ts monopoly of gun from that
source by the discontinuance of their chartered privileges when they
shall expire by thewr own hmitation The admission of all others
having the means and the inchination to associate for sumlar purposes
by destroying the monopoly at one blow will in ali probability dunimsh
the prospect of future gans and these wall be still further curtailed
by at first restnicting banhs in their 1ssues of small notes and m the
amount of notes they are permitted to put ito circulation and finslh
by repealing the restraming law and throwing banking open to (b
free competition of the whole commumty  These mav prove senous
ewils to the parties concerned, but 1t 1s 2 poor argument to s3y thats
bad system should be persevered in Jest a small minority of the com
mumitv should suffer some future mconventence The magnitude of
the evils produced by an erroneous system of legislation far iros
bemng a curcumstance n favor of 1ts continuance or tncrease, 15 the
strongest argument 1n the world for 1ts bemg abandoned as soon 15
possible  Every reformation may 1 this way be arrested under the
pretense that the evils 1t will cause are greater than those 1t will cure.
On the same principle the draning of a tooth might be opposed on the
ground that the pain 15 worse than that of the toothache Leeping o3t
of sight the fact that the one 15 a lasting and increasing the others
momentary evil

Tt 15 the nature of political abuses to be always on the increase unless
arrested by the virtue intelligence and firmness of the people b
not corrected in time they grow up mto a gigantic vigor and notoriely
which at length enables them to wrestle successfully with the peop'e
and overthrow them and their nights  The possessors of monopolies
and exclusne prvileges which form the essence of every bad gover®
ment, pervert a long perseverance in the wrong inte a pohitical right
abuses grow venerable by time usurpation matures into proscrption
distinctions become hereditary and what cannot be defended by rea
son 1s mamtamed on the ground that a long continuance of wrongs
and a long possession of nights are equally sacred

TRUE FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT®
There are no necessary evils 1n Government Its evils exist only
in 1ts abuses  If 1t would confine itself to equal profection and as

W{fhid “ovember 21 1834 — Text complete 1
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heaven does its rains shower its favors ahke on the hugh and the low
the nich and the poor 1t would be an unqualified blessing
This 15 the Yanguage of our venerated Preadent and the passage
deserves to be written 1n letters of gold for neither in truth of senty
ment or beauty of expression ean it be surpassed Ve choose 1t o3 our
text for & few remarbs on the true functions of government
The fundamental prinaiple of all governments 13 the protection of
person and propern from domestic and foresgn enemies 1n other
words to defend the weak agunst the strong By establishing the
socual ferhing 1n 2 commumts 1t was intended to conteract that
selfsh feeling whuch 10 wts proper exercise 1s the parent of all worldly
goodand 1n s exeesses theroot of alievil  The functions of gosern
ment when confined to their proper sphere of achon are therefore
restricted to the malang of general laws umform and umversalin their
operation for these purposes and for no other
Governments b e no nght to mtetfere with the pursints of mdwnd
wals as guaranteed by those general laws by offering encouragements
and granting privijeges to any particular class of mdustry or any select
bodues of men nasmuch as all classes of industry and all men are
equally important to the general welfare and equally entitled to
protection
Whenever & government assumes the power of disciminating
Yetveen the differant dasses of the community 1t becomes in eflect
the arbiter 'oi thewr prospenity and exercises a power not contemplated
|1>y tabn N people 1n deleg thewr gnty to thew rulers
u:dw::‘-\y :;r:n;e; the great yepulatos of the profits of every species of
[uces men from a dependence on the r own exertions
to 3 dependente on the caprices of their government  Goternments
l’);&ess o delegated night to tamper with individual ndustey a sugle
Bl\’; ; ::;:231 bevond what 1s essential to protect the ghts of person
In the evercise of thi, power of intermeddim:
purseits and wdwdoal occnpations of the citizen ga ;’;‘\zr:::e::‘ —
at pleasure elevate ane class and dep es anuther 1t ma fried
legislate exclusively for the faymer the next for the e;::“e da
the thurd for the manufacturer wha ol thus. pechanie and
0“\=ms!zme cobbling and tinkenng instea
welying on thew own resousces for thewr Prospenity It assumes the
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undoubtedly be serously affected 1 1ts monopoly of gam from ths
source by the discontinuance of their chartered privileges when they
shall expire by thewr own hmitation The admssion of all others
having the means and the inchination to assoctate for sumiar purposss,
by destroy ing the monopoly at one blow willin all probability dimish
the prospect of future gams, and these will be still further curtaled
by at first restricting banks 1n their sssues of small notes and the
amount of notes they are permutted to put into crculation and firalh
by repealing the restraming law and throwing banking open to the
free competition of the whole commumty  These mav prove senos
evils to the parties concerned but 3t 15 2 poor argument to sa) thita
bad system should be persevered 1n lest a small mmnonty of the con
munity should suffer some future nconvenience  The magmitude of
the evils produced by an erroneous system of legislation far fro2
bemg a crcumstance i favor of 1ts continuance or inerease, 1S the
strongest argument tn the world for its being abandoned as soon 3
possible  Every reformation may i this way be arrested under the
pretense that the evils 1t will cause are greater than those 1t will cure.
On the same prinaiple the drasing of a tooth might be opposed oft the
ground that the pain 1s worse than that of the toothache heeping oat
of sight the fact that the one 15 2 lasting and increasing the other3
momentary evil

It 15 the nature of political abuses to be alway s on the increa<e unless
arrested by the virtue ntelligence and firmness of the people 1
not corrected in time they grow up mnto a gigantic vigor and notosiety
which at length enables them to wrestle successfully with the peop’
and overthrow them and their ights  The possessors of monopalits
and evclusty ¢ privileges which form the essence of every bad govers
ment, penert a long perseverance in the wrong into a political night
abuses grow venerable by time usurpation matures wnto proscription
distinctions become hereditary and what cannot be defended by re2
son 1s mamtamned on the ground that a long continuance of wrongs
and a long possession of rights are equally sacred

TRUE FUNCTIONS OF GOV ERNMENT!

“There are no necessary evils n Government  Its evils exist 07y
i its abuses  If 1t would confine itself to equal protection and, as
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hiss made  fortupe and another because he has faled 1n the pursut
of that object one because of s beauty and anotber because of its
delormuty  Quz Government has thus exerased the right of dispensing
favors to one or anather class of atizens at will of durecting sts patron
age first bhere and then there of bestowing one day and taking back
thenext of rvang to the few and denyng ta the many of ;nvesting
wealth with new and exclusne privileges and distnbutiag as it were
at random and with 2 eapnaous pohicy 1 unequal portions what it
ought not to bestow or what 1f gven away should be equally the
portion of all

A govemment admmistered on such a system of policy may be
clled s government of equal nights, but it 15 m 3ts nature 2nd essence
3 disguised desp It 15 the dusp of good and
evil without any restrant except tts own sovereign will It holdsin
1ts hand the distnibution of the goods of this world and 1s consequentis
the uncontrolled master of the people

Such was not the object of the Government of the Umted States
sor such the powers delegated to 1t by the people  The object was
‘eyond doubt to protect the weak 2gainst the strong by giving them
an equal vorce and equal nghts in the state not to mke ane pottion
stronger the other weaker at pleasure by cuppling one or more
dasses of the community or making them trbutary to one alone
Thas 1s too great a power to entrust to government. It was never
given anay by the people and 1 not a night but a uswrpation

Expenence will show that this power has always been exercised under
“be mfnence and for the exclusive beneSit of wealth It wae never
wielded 10 behalf of the community  Whenever an exception 1 made
tothe general law of the land founded on the prnerple of equal rights
2wl dlways be found to be in faver of wealth  These immunities

arenererbestowed o the poor They havesoclamnios dispensation
of exclusive benefits and therr onk

y business 1s ta fake care of the rick
thet Due rick may take care of the poor !

s vl be seen that the sole sebance of the laborng dlasses
who cons itute a vast majonty of evety people on the e:ufh 18 the
great prinaiple of squal rights that thewr ondy safeguard agamst
OPRression 152 system of lemstation which Yeaves all to the free exernise
of theis talents and industry it the lemts of tor genersd Yaw and
whith on no pretense of public good bestows on any particular clasy
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functions which belong alone to an overruling Providence and afircts
to become the universal dispenser of good and evil

This power of regulating, of increasing or diminishing the profits of
labor and the value of property of all kinds and degrees by diect
Tegislation, m a great measure destroy s the essential object of all avil
compacts which as we said before, 15 to make the social a counterpose
to the selfish feeng By thus operating directly on the latter by
offering one class a bounty and another a discouragement, they involve
the selfish feeling 1 every struggle of party for the ascendancy and
give to the force of pohtical rvalry all the bitterest exatement of
personal interests conflicting with each other Why 15 1t that parties
now exhibit excitement aggravated to a degree dangerous to the exst
ence of the Union and to the peace of society? Is it not that by Ire-
quent evercises of partial legislation almost every man's persoal
nterests have become deeply involved in the result of the contest?
In common times the strife of parties 1s the mere struggle of ambitios
leaders for power now they are deadly contests of the whole mass of
the people whose pecumary mterests are imphecated 1n the even!
because the Government has usurped and evercised the power of
legislating on their private affars  The selfish feehng has been $0
strongly called mto action by this abuse of authonty as almost to
overpower the social feeling which 1t should be the object of 2 good
government to foster by every means in its power

No nation knowingly and voluntarily with its eyes open, €ver
delegated to its government this enormous power which places at 1ts
disposal the property the industry and the fruits of the industry of
the whole people As a general rule the prosperty of rational men
depends on themselves Their talents and thewr virtues shape their
fortunes They are therefore the best Judges of their own affairs and
should be permutted to seek their own happiness 1n their own w3y
untrammeled by the capricious interference of legislative bunghng s0
long as they do not violate the equal nights of others nor transgress
the general laws for the secunty of person and property

But modern refinements have mtroduced new prnaples mn the
science of government  Our own Government most especully bas
assumed and exercised an authonty over the people not unlike that of
weak and vacilating parents over their children and with about the
same degree of impartiality  One child becomes a favonte because he
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o5 may be elected to the Tughest executive or legslatine trust,
:.;‘:g:n:s! hgex:\l and enbightened divine 15 exchuded  In our ;:c::;
(he subject nesthet of them should be proseribed They should bot
be left to stand on the broad basis of equal polivcal nghts and the
wtéligence and virtue of the people should be trusted to make o
selection froman urnbounded field  Thisis the true demoenitic theory
byt thusys & subyect apast from that which 1t 18 our present puspose 1o
wnsder
o one can pay the most cursory attention to the state of religon
1 the United States without being satisfied that ats true interests
ave been greatly promoted by divoreing 1t from all connection with
political affasrs  In no otber country of the world are the institutions
of seligion 50 generatly respected and in no other 15 5o farge a propor
taon of the population cuded aroong the commumeants of the differ
ext Chsuan chyrches  The number of Chnstian churches ar con
gregations 10 the United States 1 estumated in a carefully prepared
art cle of relians statistics n the Amerscan Almanac of the present
year at upwards of sixteen thousand and the nurber of communicants
at nezsly two milhons or one-tenth of the entire population  In this
aty alone the number of churches 1s one hundred and fifty and thewr
aggrepate capacity 1S mearly equal to the accommodatson of the
whole nuxober of ik Ttis impossible 1o ¢ fromany
data within our reach the amount of the sum annually pasd by the
Amencan people of thew own free will for the suppert of the munutey
and the vanous expenses of their religous mstitutions but 1t wll
readly be admutted that 1t must be enormous  These then are the
auspiosous results of perfect free £ 0de am religron ~— of leaving »t to
mahage 1S OwD CONCENS 1 s own way without goverpment pro-
fechon regulation or nterference of any kind or degree whatever
Theonly wstance of wtermeddiing on the part of the civil authontzes
with matters which beng of a religaus chacactes properly belong to
the relgiou guides of the peaple 13 the proclamation which 3t 1 the
€us om for the Governor of each State anawally to 1ssue appomting
2 day of general thanksging or a day of generat fasting and prayer
We 1egret that even this singla exception should exist to that rule of
entire separation of the 2528 of 5.2 € from tho € of the church the
mereance of whuch i al otbes Tespects bs bees followed by tbe
Ppiest results 1tas to the source af the proctamation not 1015
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of industry or any particular body of men nghts or prvileges zo
equally enjoyed by the great aggregate of the body politic.

Time will remedy the departures which have alresdy been m#
from this sound republican system 1f the Ppeople but jealously watc
and indignantly frown on any future attempts to invade therr equl
nghts or appropriate to the few what belongs to all alike To quote
10 conclusion  the language of the great man with whose admurable
sentiment we commenced these remarhs, ‘it 1s time to pause 1 ow
career — if we cannot at once, m Justice to the interests \ested uer
improvident legislation, make our government what 1t ought to be
we can at least take a stand aganst all new grants of monopolies snd
exclusive privileges and against any prostitution of our Government
to the advancement of the few at the expense of the many’

THANKSGIVING DAY

In framing our political mstitutions the great men to whon
that important trust was confided, taught by the example of other
countries the evils which result from munglng cnsl and ecclesastical
affairs were particularly careful to keep them entirely distinct  Thus
the Constitution of the United States menttons the subject of rehgior
at all only to declare that ‘ no religious test shall ever be required 33
3 qualification to any office or public trust 1n the Unmited States
The Constitution of our own state specifies that the free exercse
and enjoyment of religious professtons and worship without discrumt
nation or preference shall forever be allowed 1 ths State to all
mankind  and so fearful were the framers of that instrument of the
dangers to be apprehended from a union of pohitical and religious
concerns that they inserted a clause of positive mterdiction agatnst
ministers of the gospel declaring them forever inehgible to any avil
or military office or place withmn the state In this last step we think
the jealousy of religious interference proceeded too far e see no
good reason why preachers of the gospel should be partully ds
franchised any more than preachers agaunst 1t or any more than me1
devoted to any other profession or pursurt  This cunious proscriptive
article of our Constitution presents the startling anomaly that while
an wfidel who delvers stated Sunday lectures s a tavers against all

*[Plandealer December 3 1836 —= Abndged |
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1n their onginal characters 28 opposite as the potes the lapse of a
lttle tume may reduce them to a perfect simulitude and render thew
entirely convertible Hfagehasinat such power as to render venerable
what 15 6OE 50 1n 15 1Atrinsic nature then 1s pagamsnt more veserable
fhan Chostiamity sweet haseusted froma much more remote antiq
ity But what 1s wrong i principle must contuue to be wrong to
the end of me howener sanctioned by custer. Tt thishight we
consider the gub 1 dation of 2 day of thanksgiving
ard becauae b 18 wrong n prnciple and not because of any particula

harm which the custom has yet been the reans of ntroduang ve
should be pleased to see it sbrogated Ve think 1t can hardly be
doubted that 1f the duty of setting apart a day for a general expression
of thankielness for the blessings enjoyed by the communty wece
sdbmitted wholly to the proper representatives of the different reh
ious sects they would find na difficulty 1n untting on the subject and
atting 1n concert tn such 4 manner as should give greater solemmita
and weight to their proceeding than can ever attach to the proclama

tion of a polintcal gorvernor stepping out of the sphete of hus constity
uonal dsties and taking upon humself to direct the religious exercises
of the people Ve cannot too jealously confine our politscal func

tionanes withan the himits of their presenbed duties  We cannot be
100 carelul to keep entirely separate the things which belong to
government from those which belong to religton  The political and
the rebigious interests of the people wll both fourish the mate presper

©asly for bemng wholly distinct  The condition of religious affars 1n
thus country fully proves the truth of the positton and we are satisfied

1 would recerve stull further corroboration if the practice to which we
ohject were reformed

ASSOCIATED EFFORT?
Some days ago we observed i one of the newspapers a
Statng 1hat a meenng of mechanies and laborers v?:sp:boull::r:fr;eﬁg
10 ths oty for the purpase of adopung measures of concerted or com
bimed actian agasst the Prattice Whith we have reason to believe
€usts to 2 very great extent of paying them m the uncurrent note:
of distant or suspected hanks Mo suth meeting however gg fay ai

b De eaber 10 3836 —Text ¢ mplete ]
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purpose that we cluefly object The recommending & day of thaske
ging 1s not properly any part of the duty of 2 pohtical Chaef Mags-
trate, 1t belongs, mn its nature, to the heads of the chusch mot to the
head of the State
It may very well happen and mdeed it has happened i more
mstances than one that the cluef executive officer of 2 State bas ben
aperson who if niot absolutely an infidel or sceptic in religious matters
has at least m hus private sentiments and conduct been notorously
dusregardful of rebgion  What mochery for such a person to call
upon the people to set apart a day for returning acknowledgments to
Almughty God for the bounties and blessings bestowed upon ther!
But even when the contrary 1s the case and st 15 well known that the
Governor 15 a strctly religious man, he departs very widely from the
duties of hus office 1 proclawmung 1 his gub ! capaaity and
under the seal of the State that he has appomted a parhicular day a3
3 day of general thankspiving  Thus 1s no part of hus offizat business
3% plescribed mn the Constitution It 15 not one of the purposss for
which he was elected I 1t were a new question and a Govessor
should take upon humself to 1ssue such & proclamation for the first
tume the proceeding could scarcely fail to arouse the most sturdy
Opposition from the people Religious and wrrehgious would unite 1
condemmng it the latter as a gross departure from the specified duties
for the discharge of which alone the Governor was chosen and the
former as an unwarrantable nterference of the cvil authonty with
ecclesiastical affairs and a usurpation of the functions of thew own
duly appownted munisters and church officers  We recollect very dis-
tinctly what an exaitement arose 1n this communty a fen years ago
when our Common Council following the example of the Governor
undertook to interfere 1 a matter which belonged wholly to the
clerzcal functionanies and passed a resolution recoramending to the
vartous musters of the gospel the subject of their next Sunday dis-
course  The Governors proclamation would stself provoke equal
opposition if men s eyes bad not been sealed by custom to sts iherent
1mpropnety
If such a proceeding would be wrong mstituted now for the first
tume can it be nght because st has existed for 2 long penod? Does
age change the nature of principles and gue sanclty to error? Are
truth and falsehood of such mutable and shifting qualitses that though
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LEADING PUBLIC OPINIONT
There ate several public journals 1 this country which owing to
arcumstances of posthon desers e and recese a good deal of attention
from the newspaper press generally to whichvety ittle respect would
be due an account of any intninsic qualities they possess
What 15 leading pubhc opimon® Public opinton we take ta be com
posad of the opmons of indwiduals When the sentiments of a major
1ty of the thinhing men of 2 community concut on any given subject
their opinions ate the pubhic opimon  Amy person who whether by
\he mere mfuence of his character of by argument seeks to change
10 2ny extent the prevading opunton or the views of any ndiidual of
the prevaing number may be saud 10 a certan sense {o asume the
character of a leader of public optmon  Every mans example 18 W
2 greater or \ess degree a leading mfluence and 1t 18 not merely the
undoubted right but 1t 1s the imperative duty of 2 good aitizen to do
alt within the compass of his opportumties to lead the public opinton
anght to desd 1t in the direction whtch he concewes will most effec
1ualfy promote general prospenty and socal order and happiness
i this 15 the duty of a private indnidual 1t becomes in 2 much
stron er pomnt of \ies that of the conductor of a newspaper press
His vocation 1s emphatically that of a pubhc leader  Tts obligations
st sery imperfectly and impotently hischarged of he confines Tamaelf
to the mere drudgery of chramching events It requires him to main
1 pnnaples nvestigate medsures expose the evil motives and
eflects of erroncous public conduct tear off the verl 1n which sophustry
conceals 1ts object and assist the cause of truth with eVeTy argument
that reason can furnish and every embeffishment that fancy affords
To discharge futly the duties of a public journalist would be 1o elevate
the vocation to the loftiest summit of human dignity and usefulness
A public journabist animated sath a due sense of the oblizations of
hs responsible trust and mited with the faculties mtell:czua) and
phzjml for thewr adequate pesformance would well desers e to be a
t’:“ ; 1:ad=r in a mare extended sigmfication of the phrase than that
th we desite 1 should be understood  He should have 2 head
'?nl clear and sagacious 2 heart warm and benevol nt 2 nice sense
Tustice an wflexible regard for truth honesty that no temptation
b moary 2 1837~ Abndged |
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we can learn, has yet been held We hope 1t soon will be for th
object 15 a good one and there 15 no other way of resisting the np
crous and extortionate custom of employers payng their jourrevizel
and laborers 1n depreciated paper half so effectual as combnation

There are some journahsts who affect to entertain great horror o
combinations, considering them as utterly adverse to the principles ol
free trade, and 1t 15 frequently recommended to make them penalby
Jaw  Our notions of free trade were acquired n a different school
and dispose us to leave men entirely at liberty ta effect a proper object
either by concerted or individual action  The character of combina
tions 1n our view, depends entirely upon the intrnsic character of
the end which 1s aimed at  In this subject under consideration, the
end proposed 15 good beyond all possibility of question There 15
Iigh warrant for saying that the ladorer 15 worthy of his kire, but the
employer who tahes advantage of his necessities and defenselessness
to pay him 1n a depreciated substitute for money does not gne hrn
hus hare e does not perform his engagement with him he filches from
the poor man a part of his hard earned wages and 1s guilty of a miser
able fraud  Who shall say that this sneahing spectes of extortiol
ought not to be prevented? Who will sav that separate tndnadua)
action 1s adequate to that end? There 15 no one who will make @
rash an assertion

The only effectual mode of domng auay the ewl 1s by attachwg it
with the great instrument of the rights of the poor — associated effort
There 15 but one bulnark behind which mechanics and laborers mav
safely rally to oppose 2 common enemy who 1f thes ventured singly
into the field against ham would cut them to pieces that bulwark 15
the principle of combination  We would advise them to ke refuge
behind 1t only tn estreme cases because i their collisions with ther
emplayers as in those between nations the mamfold ev s of a siege
are expenienced more or less by both parties and are therefore 1o be
wncurred only 1n extreme emergencies  But the evil of being habutually
paid in a depreciated substitute for money of being dails cheated out
of a portion of the just fruits of honest toil of having 2 shice contmuath
chipped from the hard earned crust 1s one of great moment and 1s
worthy of such an effort as we propose
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LEADING PUBLIC OFINIONY
There are several public journals 1n this country which owng to
orcamstances of position. desere and receive a good deal of attention
from the newspaper press generally to which very hintte respeet would
be due on aceount of any intrinsic quabities they possess
Wit 13 beading pobbic opimon®  Public opuon we take to be com
pased of the opintons of indsviduals When he sentiments of & majot
1ty of the thinking men of 8 community concur on any gien subject
ther opinons are the public opinton  Any person «ho whether by
the mere infuence of W character of by argument seehs 1o change
1oam evtent the prevailing opimon or the ews of any indmidual of
the prevailing number may be said 1n a certain sense {0 assume the
dharacter of a leader of public opimon Exery mans example 13
1 greater or less degree a leading influente and it 1s not merely the
undoubted right bt 1t 15 the imperatnve duty of a good aitizen to do
all withw the compass of s opportumities to lead the public opinion
anght to lead 1t 1n the direction which he concenves wall most effer
tually promote general prospenty and social order and happiness
1f this 1s the duty of a private mdividual 1t becomes 1n a much
stronger point of view that of the conductor of 3 newspaper press
His socation 1 emphaticafls that of 2 public leader  Tts gbhgations
Are vers imperfectly and impotently discharged of he confines himself
to the mere drudgers of chronichng events It requires hum to mam
tain pnaples imestigate measures evpose the el motves and
effects of erroneous pubhic conduct tear off the ved tn which sophustry
conceals ts oby ¢t and assist the cavse of truth with esery arpument
that reason can furnish and every embellishment that fancy affords
To discharge fully the dutses of 2 public journahst would be 1o elevate
the votatian to the loftiest summt of hurman dignity and uselulness
3 public journalist smumated wuth a due sense of the obligations of
bis responsible trust and gifted wath the faculties tnteliectual and
Physical for thewr adequate pertarmance would vell deserne tobe a
Public leader 1n a more extended signification of the DPhrase than that
@ which we de wre 1 should be understood  He should have a head
?:u:‘):: :: ?ns;gmous  heart warm and benevalent 1 tice sense
leuble regard for truth honesty that ng temptation
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we can learn, has yet been held We hope 1t soon wall be for £
object 15 a good one and there 1s no other way of teststing the rapy
cious and evtortionate custom of emplog ers paying their jourrevzes
and laborers in depreciated paper half so effectual as combination

There are some journalists who affect to entertan great horror of
combtnations, considering thema. utterly adverse to the prnaplesel
free trade and 1t 1s frequently recommended to make them penst by
lan  Our notions of free trade were acquired n a dufferent school
and dispose us to leave men entirely at liberty to effect 2 proper object
either by concerted or mdvidual action  The character of combina
uons n our view depends entirely upon the mntrinsic character of
the end which 1s atmed at  In this subject under consideratton the
end proposed 1s good beyand all possibility of questton  There 1
high warrant for saying that the laborer 1 worthy of his kare, but the
employer who takes advantage of his necessities and defenselessness
to pay him 1n a depreciated substitute for money does not give k2
his hure he does not perform his engagement wath hun he filches from
the poor man a part of s hard-earned wages and 1s guilty of a mises
able fraud  Who shall sav that this sneaking species of estortio?
ought not to be prevented? Who will say that separate sndividual
action 1s adequate to that end®> There 1s no one who nill make 50
rash an assertion

The only effectual mode of doing away the evil 15 by attacking 3
with the great instrument of the rights of the poor — associated effort
There 15 but one bulwark behind which mechanics and laborers m1)y
safely rally to oppose a common enemy who if they ventured s 1
into the field agamst hm would cut them to preces that bulwark 15
the principle of combination  We would advise them to take refuge
behind 1t only 1n extreme cases because in therr collistons mith their
employers 1s in those between nations the mantfold evils of a siegt
are expertenced more or less by both parties and are therefore 1o be
sncurred only in extreme emergencies  But the evil of being habitually
paid i a depreciated substitute for maney of being daih cheated out
of a partion of the yust fruits of honest toyl of having 1 slice conttnually
chipped from the hard-earned crust 1s one of great moment and 15
worthy of such an effort as we propose
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THE MORALS OF POLITICS!

Public moralists have Jong noticed with regret that the political
contests of this country aré conducted with intemperance wholly
Wnsuted to confiicts of reason and deaided 1a 3 great measure by the
efforts of the worst class of people Ve apply this phrase not to those
whom the anstocracy designate as the lower orders but to those
anly whether well or l dressed and whether nch or poor who enter
wnto the struggle wathout regard for the wherent dignuty of politics
and wthout reference to the permanent interests of thew countey and.
of mankind, but animated by selfish objects by personsl preferences
or preudices the desire of 0™ice or the hope ot accomplishing private
ends through the 1pfluence of party  Elections are commonly looked
upon as a mere game on which depends the division of party spals
the hutnbotion of thartered prvileges and the all f pecumary
rewards  The les of g which should
constitute the sole ground of controversy ate lost sght of in the
eag tness of sordsd motnes and the struggle which should be one of
pure reason with no amm but the achievement of political teuth and
the promotion of the greatest good of the greatest number sinksnto

a mere hravl in which passion avanice and profigacy are the prom
ment actors

3f the questrons of government could be submutted to the people
1 the naked digmey of abstract propositions men would reason upon
them calesly and frame their opuons according to the preponderance
of truth  There 15 nothing m the minasic nature of poliics that
appeals 10 the passions of the muttitude 1t 15 an smportant branch
of morals and 1ts pnnentes hike those of prvate ethics sddress
themselses to the sober yudgment of men A strange spectacle would
be presented should we see mathematictans kundle 1ts wrath 1 the
disrussion of 3 problem and call on thesr hearers 1n the angry terms
of demagogues to decide on the relative ments of opposite modes of
dem, The same temp 2nd mods which charac
tenze the investigation of truth i the exact seiences belong nat less
to the iwherent nature of politics shen confined within the prope eld

The object of all politician 10 the strict sere of the expression 1
happimess the happwess of a state the greatest poasible sim of

I June 3 1837 — Abndeu?
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could corrupt intrepidity that no danger could mtimidate andinde
pendence superior to every consideratson of mere mterest, enmuty
or friendship  He should possess the power of dihgent apphaatn
and be capable of enduring great fatigue  He should have a tempens
ment so happily mingled that while he easily hndled at public erre
or mjustice hus indignation should never transgress the bounds of
Judgment but mn 1s strongest expresswn show that smoothness 2.4
amenity which the language of choler alwavs lacks He should »
short be such 2 man as a contemporary wnter described that sturd
democrat old Andrew Fleteher of Saltoun — a gentleman steady &
his prinaiples of mice honor abundance of fearning brave as the
sword he wears and bold as 2 hon a sure friend and wreconalble
enemy who would lose hus hfe readily to serve hus country and wonld
Aot doabase thing tosavet  This 15 the bean tdeal of the character
of a conductor of a political newspaper

The reader may be disposed to wnterrupt us here and tell us that
we are draving an outhne of an editor which no haman betng an
11 Its nevertheless the model which all who undertahe the socation
should propose to themselves and according to the degree which
their emulation succeeds 1s the approbation they deserve

The charge of arragance 1s musapphed when aimed at those who
Ithe ourselves have nexther the natural nor acquired talents necessany
1o the most perfect discharge of editonal functions  Crrcumstances
thrust one man into one vocation and another 1nto another and al
that can justly be required of hum 15 that he should evercse with
diligence and fidehity such talents and skalt as he has to promote the
interests of truth and of his fellow man  Enery physician cannot be
& Boechaave or a Rush every lawyera Coke or 2 Hamilton nor eveny
newspaper editor an Ames ora Bryant  But 121510 the power of every
one to be an honest man and to exert his pon ers with constant assiduty
and mtegnty for the promotian of sound principles of public govern
ment or i other words to lead the public opinion anght  The con
ductor of the humblest newspaper occupies the centre of a arcle of
larger wnfluence than more commanding wtellects «f shut out from
access to the press and the duty to obey punctually but censure freely
whach Jeremy Bentham sets down as a maum for the government of
every good cstizen should be dered especuily bent upon
him
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tis fact e ate persuaded that the immorality and hcen
\n}\:s:c: L( party com.cstsv::e to be ascnbed I government weze
restncted o the few and simple abjects contemplated 1n the demo-
eratie creed the mere protecton of person bie and property if 1ta
funttions were luruted ta the mere guardianship of the equal nghts of
men and 1ts action 1n all cases were mfluenced not by the palin
suggestians of present expediency but the eternal prmorples of justice
we should find reason o congratufate ourselves on the change w the
wmproved tone of public morals 2 well as i the wnereased prospenty
of trade,

The rehgious man then as well as the politieal and soial morahist
should exert hus mfluence to bring about the auspicious refoarmation
Nothung can be more self-evident than the demoralizing nfluence of
spectal legistation It degrades politics mto a mere scramble for
rewards obtamed by 2 violation of the equal nghts of the people W
perverts the hioly senturent of patniotism snduces a fevensh andity
for sudden wealth fosters 4 spint of wild and dishonest speculat on
withdraws industry from 1ts accustormed channels of useful occupa
ton confounds the established d between virtue and vice

Jonor and shame respectabi

dity and degradation pampers luxury
and feads to p dissip and prof nath d
forms

The remedy 1 easy 1415 to confine government within the nar
7 mest lumts of necessary duties Tt 1s to disconnect bank and state
1t 55 to give freedam to trade and leave enterprise competiion and
2 Just pubhe sense of night to accomplish by therr nat ral enermes
what the artifical system of legislative checks and balances has so
signally failed n accomphishung The Federal Government has nothing
o do it to hold wself enturely aloof from bankiny -AVIng n¢ more
connection with 1 than if banks dud not exst It showld recerve ats
revenues in fiothing not recognized as money by the Constitutton and
Py nothing else to those employ ed 1n 115 service  The state govemn
wments should repeal thetr Jaws imposing restraints on the free exeraise
of caprial and credut They should avard for the future al] legastation
ot the fullest aceordance with the letter and sput of that glonous
maxm of derocratic doctrne which acknovledges the equality of
man s pohtical nghts  These are the easy steps by which we m)| ht
armve at the consummation devoutly to be wished ?

The steps are sy but passion gnorance and selfishness ace



86 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACESONIAN DEMOCRACY

happuess of which the soctal condition admts to those indwidak
who Irve together under the same political orgamzation It msv ke
asserted as an undeniable propasition that 1t is the duty of evert
mtelligent man to be a pohiician  Thus 1s particularly true of 3
country the mstitutions of which admt every man to the exerase f
equal suffrage  All the duties of life are embraced under the three
heads of religion politics and morals  The atm of religion 15 to reg
late the conduct of man with reference to happness 1 a future state
of bemg of politics to regulate his conduct with reference to tb.
happness of communities, and of morals to regulate his conduct mib
reference to indnidual happiness

Happiness then 15 the end and aim of these three great and e
prehensive branches of duty and no man perfectly discharges the
obligations smposed by either who neglects those which the others
enjoin  The nght ordenng of a state affects, for weal or woe *¢
mterests of multitudes of human beings and every mdradualof thost
multrtudes has a direct wterest, therefore 1 1ts being ordered anght

The sole legitimate object of politics then s the happmess of
communities They who call themselves politcians having othes
objects are not pohtictans but demagogues Butisit i the natue
of things that the sincere and single desire to promote such a systes
of gavernment as would most effectually secure the greatest amount
of general happiness can draw tnte action such violent passions propt
such fierce declamation authorize such angry crumunations and occ3
ston such strong appeals to the worst motres of the venal and base
as we constantly see and hear mn every conflict of the antagons
parties of our country? Or does not this effect anse from causes
improperly mixed with politics and with s hich they have no mtriask
affinty 7 Does 1t not arise from the fact that government tnstead of
seelang to promote the greatest happiness of the community by co?
fining 1tself ngidly within its true field of action has extended ssell
to embrace a thousand objects which should be feft to the regulation
of social morals and unrestramned competstion one man with another
without politzcal assistance or chech? Are our elections tn teuth 2
means of deaiding mere questions of gosernment or docs not the
decision of numerous questions affecting private interests schemes of
selfishness, rapacity and cunming depend upon them even more than
cardinal printaples of polities®
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1t 1 to this fact we are persvaded that the immorality and ficen
uousness of party contests are to be ascribed  1f government were
restricted to the few and simple objects contemplated the demo~
utic creed the mere protection of person hfe and property s
functions were hmited to the mere guardianshup of the equal nghts of
men and 1ts action 1n all cases were influenced not by the paltry
suggestions of present expediency but the eternal prinaiples of justice
o shoud find Teason to congratulate ourselves on the change wn the
wmproved tone of pubhic morals as well as 1n the increased prospenty
of trade

The rebgious man then as well as the pohucal and soeal moratst
should exert us influence to bring about the auspicious reformation
\othung can be more self-evident than the d \ Al of
specal legislation Tt degrades politics into a mere seramble for
revards obtawned by 2 violauon of the equal nghts of the peaple 1t
perverts the holy sentiment of patriotism nduces a fevensh avndity
for sudden wealth fosters a spint of wild and dishonest speculation
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liehad

ton confounds the between virtue and wice
honor and shame respectabihity and degradation pampers Juvury
and feads 1o wce & and profl m a th 4
forms ;

The remedy 18 easy It 1s to confine government within the nar
rowest huuts of necessary duties Tt 15 1o disconnect bank and state
1t13 10 give freedom to trade and leave enterprse competition and
4 Just public sense of nght to accomphsh by their nat ral energies
what the artificnl system of legislatine checks and balances has so
sgolly failed 1n accomplshing, The Federal Government bas nothing
to do but 10 hald uself enturely aloof from bankune SAVING 1o more
connection with 1t than if banks did not exist It should receive its
Fevenues in nothing not recogmized a3 money by the Constitution and
Py nothing efse to those employed n 1ts service  The state govern
Lu(e:s;:)uli repeal thewr laws imposing restraints on the free exercise
e lx:‘ m:.!!;“ credit They should avoud for the future alllemstation
o the b est accordance with the letter and spint of that glorious
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n s paltical nghts  These are the easy gl
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gathered round them and oppose our ascent Agranan leveller, and
visionary are the epithets, more powerful than arguments, with whek
they resist us  Shall we y1eld, discouraged, and submit to be alwavs
governed by the worst passions of the worst portions of mankind or,
by one bold effort shall we regenerate our nstitutions and make
government, indeed, not the dispenser of privileges to a few for ther
efforts 1n subverting the nights of the many but the beneficent pro-
moter of the equal h of all? The polists are prostrated
by the explosion of their overcharged system they are wrecked by the
regurgitation of their own flood of mischuef, they are bunied bentsth
the rumns of the baseless fabric they had presumptuously reared to
such a towenng height

Now 1s the tume for the Iriends of freedom to bestir themselves.
Let us accept the mvitation of this glortous opportunity to establish
on an enduning foundation the true prnciples of pohitical and economic
freedom




7
MARTIN VAN BUREN
POLITICAL OPINIONS!
{A Nattovar Bavk]

xxt opposED fo the establishment of a National Bank n any
form ot under any disguse both on constitutional grounds and
grounds of expediency  The power to create such an institution
has not been g en to Congress by the Constitution neither1sit neces
sary to the exercise of any of the powers which are granted and if
exersed would be 28 1t always has been highly injunous to the
public welfare These optnions alike adverse to the constitutionality
and expediency of a National Bank have been frequently and exten
sively laid before the people and sometimes on occasions of deep
interest
I mught rest here content with this explicst avowal and proceed to
reply to your other interrogatories were 1t not that this appears to
me 2 proper occasion to advert to the deplorable calamities inflicted
on the people by the conduct and final catastrophe of the late Bank
through the perversion of 1ts means and the abuse of its power It1s
true that this mstitution 13 now no mote It has sunk under the
»eight of s own enormities and has left nothmng behind but the
wrecks of its career  But the interests pecumiary and political the
parents who first gave 1t birth and the nurses by whom it was fostered
sull surve with the same means of producing another offspng
and the same disposition to employ them whenever a favorable oppor
lunity presentsatself  The question of 2 National Bank 1s still before
the people and will continue to be so long as avarice and ambition
ste 1 1t the means of gratifying the love of maney and the love of
power It 15 one of the greatest leading measures of a party which
will never be extinct in thus country It 1s essential to the acqusition
(FromOps ont 131 Vo Burem o th 5 b of faNoteomal
{m Paceds {the P Wt Lands n Esch q)ut { Gover mfxa;:u?;::zw:
7 thebet Pourr ond  Natonal Comventio Mr yan Burens Reply to th
Demoeratic State € ntuon o T diana 1843~ Abndged| N
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as well as preservation of its power and will never be relinqushad
while there exists 2 hope of its attachment The only secunty agunst
s revival 1s 1n the public opinton and even that has more than onee
been found to be an insufficrent barnier  For ths reason I concewe
1t proper that every occasion should be taken to recall to the publc
recollection, by way of a warning example what otherwise it might be
better for the honor of our country to bury 1n obhvion

My views on the subject of exchanges and of the propriety neces
sity, or expedency of any interference of government i their reg' s
tion were communicated to Congress 1n 1837 To repeat them here
would lengthen this communication, which from a destre to answef
your questions fully frankh and exphathy will I fear be extended
to the verge of tediousness I must, therefore respectiully refer to
that document Y ou will there see a clear broad drstinction betweer
that species of evchinges aptly denommnated hiting  which w3
little better than an wistrument of fraud and bills drawn for the
transfer of actual funds from one place to another I endeavored alo
to satisfy Congress of + hat 15 no 7 so appatent that the exchan,s
would here as they do in other countries regulate themsches o
Congress would but Jeave them as they are left clsenhere to the
management of pavate enterprt ¢ It 15 doubtless within your recol
lection what a tempest of denunciation I recened from those who
thought proper to overlook those considerations The opintons then
advanced would 1t 1s quite certain be recened with more favor now
and I have only to add that they have undergone no other change
than that of additienal conviction ansing from additional experente®
of their truth

The tremendous power of 3 bank for evtl when tunpelled by avarice
and ambition seli preservation or vengeance has been scen Ttisa
maxim in every government constituted on {ree principles to withholt
all power from rulers which 1s not indispensable to the preservation
and defense of the nights of person and properts  And thus maum 1§
founded on the esperience of mankind which has taught them by 3
long series of suffening that not onh 1s power much more hable to
abu e than to benefical exercise but that with the purest intentions
1t ¢an do far less goot. than it can perpetrate mischiefl when perverted
toevsl The peaple of the Lnited States have repudiated desponic or
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discretionary power m all thew political institutions because of 1ts
propensity to abuse Vet thev have been and mask my words will
e agaun and agan called upon 1o create a despouc irresponsible
moneyed power stronger than their government because it 18 expected
to do what that government eannot of wself perform 1 hope and
s t that such appeals will never again be successul and that the
good peaple of the United States will always tear i rund that an
mstitution which can do what 1ts advocates affirm this can must of
subtervitnt 10 \he gorernment gave \t & vast accession of power dan
gerous to the nights of the States and which f from any cawse ot
should become hostile can exther subject that government to 1ts will
or Ike the defuntt institution of which ¥ have spoken nvolve the
country 1n confusion and difficulty its government 1 perpetus)
struggles and its people in 2n mterminable senes of pamc and dismay
\cthung but an ever watchiul vigilance on the part of the people with
prevent a recurtence of these ewifs  The entray 15 not dead nor doth
hedeep The schism in the ranks of the opponents of the democracy
turus almost exclusively on the question of a Mational Bank and the
complete trumph of federahivm wnll be the precursor of such an insty
tution

In etp essing my opposition to all the schemes which have been
sabmitted 1o the Congress at 15 Yast sesion for managmng the fiseal
concerns of the country involving as they all do 2 vnion of hangh
;\rd state I do but speal. the sentumen.s of 2 vast majonty of ms
elow tzens as evinced 1 the votes of their representatines and
1 the almost universal thev have
at the hands of the people them.elves

The manufacture of paper mone,
form 3t hag been toned by ind \

recened

y has been attempted i every
by the States theq t B T A

s then to corporations by Congress en,

States themselves and has signally faded f\f all Xfaéntg ‘u:: :e)n::‘:!
pn:vcd not the handmad of honest industey and wel} regulated
‘ h;'ua but th memalof I sdleness and fraud
1 has corrupted men of the highest stzading 2lmost desttoyed the
;Onﬁdcnce of tmankund 1 each other and dashened our crminal ealen
o:r ‘v::h names that might otherwise have conferred honor and benefit
o Comntry  There 13 strong ground for beleving that such a
Ystem must have some tnnate wmoarable defect of which no legistation
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can divest it and agamst which no human wisdom can guard o
human mntegnty sustawn tself

The Istory of the past however leaves hittle room for doubt that
paper mone) m some form will notwithstanding continue to co st
tute part of the circulating medium of the country  But my rost
sincere and ardent wish 1s that its wssue by the Federal Government
may n all future ime be prevented  The lights of expenence havenn
van been duffused, the lessons of repeated and widespread rum have
been unavailing, if there be any who set can bring themsehes to
beheve that the Government of the United States, which possesses
nothing but v hat st recesves from the people, can bestow o1 thes
anything other than what 1t has thus recetved  If 1t contracts loans
the people must pay them and if 1t 1ssues paper money it must b
redeemed by the people How then can rehief to the people be desived
from wmcurning obhgations whuch they themselves must redeem®

But i addition to this deception, T mught akmost say fraud on the
people there 1s 2 decisive objection to the issue of paper currency by
governments upon whatever prinaiple 1t may be founded  Theexpen
ence of all nations where this expedrent has been adopted demonstrates
that this 15 a prerogative which will always be abused It guves almost
unlumted facthuies for raising money and has everynhere led 10
extravagant expenditures public debt and heavy burdens always

g and pever d hed Where extravagant appropriztions

can be met by a mere vote of Congress and without an immedite
resort to the pockets of the people there will be found no sufficrent
check to boundless prodigality, except when the gosernment finalh
loses tts credit by pushing it to excess It 1s then that it reacts upon
the people for this great resource being exhausted the whole super
structure of credit falls on their hands and they must beor st as best
they can

To wnsure econom) in public expenditures 1t 1s indispensable that
those by whom they are authonzed should have some dufficulty and
even seriaus responstbility in obtaimng the means of defras tag them
1In no other way can extravagance be prevented since it s the nature
of man to spend that heedlessly which he acquites without effort and
t0 think httle of that which costs fittle trouble to gain

I have dwelt more at length on that part of your 1nquiry which
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relates to 2 National Bank than T mught otherwise have done from
2 belef that you look upon 1t as one of the most wital consequence to
the public welfare Inthis X entirely comade with you Such being
thecase tseemsdue tayouay wellasto myself tosay that in refernng
to the public declaranions 1 have heretofore made on this subject T
have been 1n no degree nfluenced by any feehng of dissatisfaction at
the repetttson of these 1nquiries on the present vccasion So far from
s 1 most hughly applasd the enlightened patriotism aof the democ
racy of Induna 1 seizng an occasion 5o approphate as that of an
2pproaching Presidential election to require new secuntics that the
principles they themselses chensh should be carried out to thewr fullest
extent, and mote especially on thig all important question

{Procrens oF Sare of Pubuie La.os)

The tenacity wath which our opponents adhere to the distribution
of the proreeds of the public lands among the states i the bresent
condition of the Treasury 15 2 pohitical anomaly which tt 1s not a
iittle dificult to explan of to reconaile with a fatr understanding of
or  proper regard for the true mtecests of the country 1 any apology
forit can be made 1118 1o be traced 10 that unwillingness to 2bandon
1 the face of their opponents a posttion which has been assumed with

fid A ported wit! ~an indisp from
whoh but few pohitecal associations are altogether exempt  Whatever
way bane been expected from the measure by 1s authors or however
Plaustly decepune its theory may have been at pented whea the
country was threatened wath the evils meident ta an overflowing
‘seasury subsequent expertence 1n regard to the working of our poht
1l and financial ystems ought long suice to have satisfed eery
rellecting mind as wel) of ats ulter wetdity as a means of relief tg the
States as of 1ts destructive tendency to the stabihty and welface of
the Umon  As the matter now stands and has for years stood it
',\t'tw\&sm e formes aspect the simple question whether the people
of the States can possibly be benefited by recening mto the state

treasuny a certan sum of mone;

y annually to be immeduatel,

fallc:ted from themselves i the shape of taxes upon what thc; t:‘t

Ev“: and wear with the addiion of the expenses of collection
M attempt to give the measure any other (enable aspect hag
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can divest 1t, and aganst which no human wisdom can guard or
human integrity sustam tself

The history of the past however, leaves little room for doubt that
paper money in some form will, notwithstanding continte to co st
tute part of the arrculating medium of the country  But my rost
sincere and ardent wish 1s that its 1ssue by the Federal Governre.t
may in all future time be prevented The hights of expertence havenn
vain been diffused, the lessons of repeated and widespread ruin have
been unavailing if there be any who yet can bring themselves to
believe that the Government of the United States which possessts
nothing but what 1t recerves from the people can beston o1 them
anything other than what 1t has thus recened If 1t contracts loans
the people must pay them and if 1t 1ssues paper money, 1t must b
redeemed by the people How then can relief to the people be derned
from incurnng obhigations which they themseles must redeem?

But 1n addition to this deception, I might almost say fraud on the
people there 15 a decisive objection to the 1ssue of paper currency by
governments upon whatever principle 1t may be founded Theexpen
ence of all nations where this expedsent has been adopted demonstrates
that this1s  prerogative which will alway s be abused It gnes almost
unhmted facilities for raising money and has everywhere led to
extravagant evpenditures public debt and heavy burdens always
mcreasing and never d hed  Where extravagant appropriatios
can be met by a mere vote of Congress and without an immediste
resort to the pockets of the people there will be found no suficent
check to boundless prodigality except when the government finally
loses 3ts credit by pushing 1t to excess It is then that 1t reacts upo?
the people for this great resource being exhausted the whole super
structure of credit falls on their hands and they must bear 1t as best

they can

To insure economy m public ditures 1t 1s indisp ble that
those by whom they are authonzed should have some difficulty and
even serious responsibility in obtaining the means of defraying them.
In no other way can extravagance be prevented since it 1s the nature
of man to spend that heedlessly which he acquires without effort and
to think httle of that which costs Little trouble to gain

T have dwelt more at length on that part of your 1nquiry which
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relates to & Mattonal Bank than T might otherwise have done from
2 belsef that you Jook upon 1t 3 one of the most vital consequence 10
the public welfare  In this T entirely comade with you Such beng
the case 1t seems due to youas well as tamy self tosay that in refernng
to the publie dectzrations I bave teretofore made on ths subjeet I
have been 12 no degree infiuenced by any feeling of dissatisfaction at
the repetrtion of these inquirtes on the present occasion 5o far from
this T most highly applaud the enlightened patriotism of the democ

ricy of Indiana 1n seizing an occasion 50 appropriate a3 that of an
approaching Presidential election te require new stcunties that the
prineiples they themselves chensh should be carried out to their fullest
txtent and more especally on ths ali important question

{Procrens oy Sare or Pupuic Laros)

The tenaaity vath which our opponents adhere to the distribution
of the proveeds of the public Jands among the states 1w the present
conditson of the Treasury 1s 2 polttical anomaly whick 1t 18 not a
httle dufficult to explain or to reconcile wuth & fair understanding of
ora propes regard for she true mterests of the country  Ifany apology
for 1t can be made 1t 15 1o be traced to that unwillingness to abandon
 the face of their opponents a position which has been assuraed with
confidence ard supporied with earnestness —an sndisposition from
wh..hbut few pohitical assoctations are altogether exempt  Whatever
may have been expected from the measure by its authors or however
Pl bly deceptne 1ts theory may have been at a pertod when the
country was threstened with the evils incident to an overflowing
\reasury subsequent experience in regard to the working of our polt
seal and financial systems ought long since to have satisfied every
seflecting mind as well of its utter mutility as a means of relief to the
States as of uts destructive tend ncy to the stabiliy and welfare of
tbe Union  As the tmatter now stands and has for years stood 1t
preserisinth farmer aspect the simple question whether the people
of the States can possibly be benefited by recetving into the state
seasury a certain sum of money apnually to be medately re
collected from themselves 1n the shape of taxes upan what they eat

lnok and wear with the addition of the espenses of collection
Evers attempt to gwe the measure any other tenable aspect has
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proved utterly unavaihng Tt 1s certamly paying but a poor comph

ment to the capacity of the people to suppose for a moment that they
could be brought by any pretext however plausible to stultufy then

selves so far as to adopt a proposition so preposterous Can am
wtelligent mind hesitate i giving to 1t a prompt negatne? And ez
any patriotic one fail to regret that the character of our people for
mtelligence and sagacity, in the estimation of mankind, should be
exposed to hazard by the grave and continued agitation of such 2
question before them?

It can after this and after what I have heretofore said upon the
subject be scarcely necessary to repeat that I am opposed to the
distnbution of the proceeds of the public lands among the states.
The best evidence T can give you of my present opinion 10 regard to
the proper disposition of the publiclands 1s to refer you to those which
are avowed and acted upon by me while i office and which were veny
fully stated in my first annual message to Congress 1n December, 183

[ProTECTIVE TARIFFS)

My views 1n relation to the Protective System were also called for
by the Shocco Springs meeting in 1832 and freely given A conviction
that the establishment of commerail regulations with a view to the
encouragement of domestic interests 1s within the constitutional power
of Congress was on that occasion duistinctly avowed But holding
this opinton I at the same time denied the propriety of exereising this
power 1n a manner caleulated to oppress any portion of my fellow
citizens or to advance the interests of one section of the Unien at the
expense of another I on the contrary affirmed 1t to be the duty of
those whoare entrusted with the admimistration of the Federa! Govern
ment to direct 1ts operations in the manner best calculated to distnbute
as equally as possible 1ts burdens and blessings among the severs!
States and the people thereof In addition to the declaration of thest
general views I suggested more specific rules for the action of the
Government 1n this particular by the observance of which I beheved
those views would be most likels to be carnied into farr effect

Adequate revenue for the support of all go ~rnments must be
dened from some source It has nonhere been sound an easy task
to preserve equahits 1 raising 1t and at the same time to overcome the
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e payment of taes in any shape & repugnance
r;e:::é :E‘:E‘(]::::: :\;pz’e}zmsmn that their avarls will not be wisely
apphied than from an unwillingness on the part of the people to sustain
thew governtaent by the necessary contnbutions  All must agr;e
that taxes should be tmposed with a fair and full reference to the
advantage derved from the eustence of good gosemment ‘E‘) thc:c
who pay them  Those advantages may in genenal terms be yostly
decribed 25 resulting {rom ample secunty 10 the enjoyment of our
personal nghts and nghts of property wath adequate safeguards
agumst internal commotion and foreign aggression  In respect to the
umumties of the person and avil and religious freedom the interest
28 well 2 the immediate adsantages of allare equal \ot so with the
other privileges secured to us by our free government  The unavod
able dispanity 1n the pecumary condition of our Gitizens makes the
degree of beneft they respectnvely dernve from the maintenance of an
efficient government over property and the nghts of property essen
tally dferent  The modes of rusing revenue atloned to and adopted
by the State governments are generally graduated by this dispanty
I the results are not always equitable the fault st1s beheved willin
st cases be found 1 thesr action upon the pnneple rather than i
the pnnaiple itselfl  The nght to raise revenue for its support by the
wmpositon of duties in heu of direct taxation 18 by the Constitution
subjected to the exclusive control of the Federal Government This
1 Bt subject to the hmutations unposed by the grant was gien toat
for that purpose and has been freely exested by 1t simee 1ts establish
ment It wouid afford me much pleasure to be able to say that the
exercise of this power has borne as equally upon all classes of the
People hownever u equal thewr pecunaty onditions 2s the taxes
tmposed by the State governmen s But this cannot with truth be
sad  Nor s the nequality unaverdably resulting from the Federal
mode of collecting taxes a new discorery It was foreseen and objected
10 when the power was conferred as an evil wherent 1n the system
shuch could not fail to show tself ta s operation and the myustice
of which na form of legisiation however it mght be made to mbgate
could ever be able to remove  The advacates of the system were noy
withstanding reconeiled to 1t by 2 belief no doubt sincerely ener
tmed that the mequalities which 1t was feared would result from the
collection of duties upon tmported articles noyld be prevented by the
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fact that the consumption would be m proportion to the mea.s of
the consumer It was upon this ground that the principle was defeated.
That this expectation has not been reahized ss undensably true There
are but few 1f any who cannot, tn their immediate vicinity poute-t
numerous mnstances 1 which poor men with large famihes are acterl
obliged to pay mere for the support of the Federal Government thax
others wha are i afiluent circumstances but are exther witbout o
have smaller famlies, and few if any countervailing examples art ts
be found At the same time the great body of wealth mvested
ncorporated or associated companes and i bonds and notes entirt!y
escape Federal taxation The mass of the people seem, nevertheless
to prefer this mode of collecting the revenue Paying thew taxes 2
the form of an 1ncreased price upon the commadities they buy, thes
contribution Joses 1n their estimation much of the odwm that woud
be attached to 1t if severed from the price of the article and convertd
nto a tax by name as 1t 15 in fact It also wears the appearance ofa
voluntary contribution, although 1ts payment 1s for the most partas
unavordable as a compulsory imposition would be It 1s supported
too by the odium which was attached to the imposition of direct ta1¢$
many years snce for purposes which were not approved by the pecplt
and by the fact that sn most of the States the taxes are durect rendes
tng 1t for that reason destrable to substitute some other mode of rais. §
revenue for the Federal Government  These and other consideratio
have guen to the impost a preference in the public mind which woud
render the mposition of direct tates in time of peace exceedmgh
odious and have produced as great a degree of unanunity tn favor o
a tanff for revenue as can ever be expected upon a pubhe questio?
Of the great mass of opponents to a protective tarniff there 18 not 2
far as 1 know a single State or even district that has taken grwrd
agamnst a revenue tariff

[Tre Vero Powerl

I am satisfied with the veto power as it easts by the Constrtution
and opposed to any modification which shall materally change the
principle upon which it rests
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[PATRONAGE AND THE SpOTLS Systead
The control of the President over the dispensation of Fedenal
Patromage presents a subject far mae desecving of the watchful ‘;'8'
Lince of the people Charged by the Conststution with the execution
of the lans 1t was altogether proper to confer upon hum an smportant
duse m the selection of the agents through whose mstrumentality
that great duty 15 to be performed  The poner which he possesses 1n
thus respect 15 also wisely restricted by the checks upon it which are
Placed 1 other branches of the government viz 1 the Senate by an
absolute veto upon the most wmpostant of tus selections andin each
branch of the legslature by an equally absolute negatine upon the
aporopriations necessary to thew compensation It 18 nev ertheless
true that this control over the distribution of public patrenage 18 10
Rstendency adserse to a pure administration of the important trusts
which the people bave committed to thewr agents Experience has
shown that there 15 2 temptatson in the possession of this powes (ot
abuse which cannot be effectually guarded agamst by human laws
and agawnst the mfluence of which even honest and patniofi¢ men not
unfsequently find 1t ddfficult to guard themselves With all the
Testramts imposed upon its exercise 1t may still be wielded by the
Executive to wfluence widely the action of his associates i the public
SIVite to secure and perpetuate s own authonty for the aggran
dizzment of hus personal adherents and to depress those who though
they may possess the strongest claims upon the public confidence
Bave not the good fortune to stand wn that relation to the appomntng
Power It would be honorable to human nature i we could fRatter
ourselves with the behel that such have not been or the hope that
such sl not 1n future be the results of ts exerose  But expenence
unfortunately teaches us 2 different lesson and from the falhble nature
of man we are scarcely allowed to hope that 1t will eve be othermse
'll: t:lcoumge an honest observance of sound political prinaiples by
< of ge 13, 1 fear an ag ge seldom o ever
ttahized under any government  Its tendencies there 13 too much
re2son to apprehend bave been wn general far otherwise  For thys
s gose nent s there s but o eecoal semedy When
possble the peower of 2 e gn ce{; we must distnbute 25 wdely as
ectusd 1t 15 sl ‘ppointing them  To make thus remedy mare
¥s Wise to reseeve the selections of public officers
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as far as 15 pract cable and convement to the people themselves, It
15 not an easy matter to keep individual action in public affawrs whe' v
free from the influence 1n some form of personal mterests Thatef
the mass of the people 1s, on the contrary almost mvanably disinter
ested and seldom if ever fails to come nght 1n the end  As much
power over appomntments as 1s deemed really necessary to enable the
Executive to perform his responsible duttes should be Jeft tohimm 0
all beyond that and which can be as well exercised by the peop's
themselves or othernise he should by constitutional means bedivested
The possession of the excess 15 deadedly adverse to the heal:i
action of the department No nghtminded man occupying the Prest
dential chair after he has had an opportumty to judge by expenenct
of its effects will destre to possess1t  From this proltfic source proceed
most of the temptations which draw the ambrtious politician from ks
duty to ns constituents  While the veto 1s generally apphed to gues:
tions exclustvely of public concern and 15 exercsed under a persoral
responsibility which will not be incurred except with great reluctance
and 1n cases in which there 15 a strong rehiance upon the public judg
ment for support this power 1s peculiarly adapted to the sinister pu¥
pose of ambitious and selfish aspicants It 15 therefore by dimmnish ¢
this executrve power and not that of the veto which s least hable to
abuse and has been thus far uniformly exercised for the public advan
tage that our statesmen can render the most essential and T doubt
not the most acceptable service to the cause of the people  To accor
phsh this great and salutary object presents a proper field for the
patriotic exertions of all who think it wise as I do to Leep 2 jealous
ey e upon executis e authonty and particularly upon its admimstratiod
of the public patronage Placed at the head of the commuttee upo?
appointments 1n the cony ention for the amendment of the constitutio?
of my own State Ttook an actne and I hope not an effectual part
to carry out this principle as far s with the lights which expenence
had then afforded I thought we could safely go  As those lights mult
phed T united i givng 1t a stll wider range and I am well satisfied
that a peniodical review of the subject by the legslature and people
with viens to its still greater extension would be emimnently useful as
well 1n the admumstration of the Federal as of the State Governments
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A Matovar Noxmarne Cowvesmion)

To your last intersogatory 1 unhentalingly answer Yes. The
democracy of the Unton wall not ful as 1 am sure they ought not to
adopt exery proper precaution to secure through the mstrumentality
of the convention they propase to hold an honest and full expression
of the wishes and opintons of a majonty of their political nssocystes
Bearing 1n mund the disreputable scenes of 1840 conscious of the
effects which those scenes necessanly had in shaking the confidence of
mankind m the fitness of the American people for free mstitutions
and actuated by 2 patuotic zeal ta wipe off now and forever every
injurioys impresston which was thus made upon the character of axther
they will not T am certan perut their noble effarts 1n so good a
@use to be staned by a single act of indirection or unfarmess So
believr.g Thold 1t to be uspossible that a selection can proceed from
sack a source which I could not cheerfully support or a nomunee be
selected 10 whose hands the snterests of the country would not be
enurely safe

Ay nawe and pretensions howeves subordinate i irportance
shall never be at the disposal of any persons whatever for the purpose
of creating distraction or dwision 1 the Democratic Party  Every
attempt to se them for such a purpose wheneserand whereyer made
all be arrested by an iterference on my part alike prompt ang
dersive 1 regard the Presidency as the hughest and mast henarable
of poktical distietions Y&t 1t s only as the undoubted and Iree-wll
offering of the Gemocracy of the Nation that I could accept 1t because
;: ‘; 6 that aspect only that 1 could hope to render the discharge of its

gh duties esther useful to the country or hanotable to wyself
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BENJAMIN F HALLETT
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE!

HE FIRST of these causes comes before this Court by wntdf
error to the Circuit Court of the United States for the Dot
of Rhode Island, upon a judgment pro forma agaust the
plamtiff 1n error
The second 1s sent up from the same Court upon a cervficate ¢
diwvision of opiaton between the two Judges
Both causes invole stmilar questions and principles and thertfore
may with great propriety be argued together the distinction betwee2
them being that n the first the distinct 1ssue rarsed 1s the validsty of
the People s Constitution which the plamtuf claims was i foree 2
Rhode Island and i the second the question is definutely raised 3510
the force and vahidity of Martial Law under which the deferda ts
Justify their acts of trespass
If the new constitution and laws under 1t were w force 1 Rhode
Island, and the old Charter Government rightfully superseded therebs
then the justification of the defendants fails 1n both cases If ontke
other hand that constitution was not in force but the Charter Legs-
lature was m fact the Jaw making power yet f they had not the
power to declare Martial Law tn the manner they did or 1f the &t
wtself and the proceedings under 1t were illegal or defectne or of th
defendants have failed to show thewr authorsty as subordmates thes
also the defense in both cases but especially i the latter fuls
The first 1s an action for trespass to the property of the plunti
Martin Luther, the second 1s an action for trespass to the person o
the plantiff, Rachael Luther
The facts which appear upon the record and are to be taken 2s
fully proved are these —
In June, 1842 Martin Luther was lving ta the town of Warren 17

1 [From The Right of the People to Estadl th Forms of Goternment 3 aled s
Aregument before the Suprome Cou 1 of the Un ¢ d States Janwary 1843 (Boston
1848) — Abndged |

100
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e State of Rhode Tsand 1n bus omn house (which was also occupied
by bis mothes Rachael Luther) and had hved there for nearly forty
s Onthe 20tk of June 1n the might tume the defendants Luther
A Borden Stephen Johnson Wilham L Brosn John H “Munsoe
Wilam B Soell James Gardner and John helly are charged with
Weesking 1nto the plambiff > dwelling house they being amed waith
muskets and other dangerous weapons and in a menacing manner
bresking and tearng down the doors glasses windows and furmiture
and othermse defactng and myuring the house

They are also charged 1n the second suit with 2 personal trespass
wpo the panhfl Mrs Lusther an elderly lady of saree eighty years
of age by forcibly mn the might tume bresling mnto her chamber 1n
whaeh she 925 sleep rg with ber mud servent daving them from thew
beds w thew mght clothes and wath bayonets poiated to the breast
ard body of the plamtdf and her servant menating and threatening
Yo stab and kil them 1f they did not disclose where Martin Luther
was and detaning them i thewr mght dress and not permitting them
to dress for more than au haur to thetr great terrar and alarm

st are cbviously of a ghly age: 4 ch 2

sudmght nvasion of the nghts of domuale and an outrage upon
personal securtty under ctreumstances that would call for the hughest
exemplary damages  The pacties mn both suuts by these violent pro-
ceedings of armed men agamnst them were compelled to Jeave the
State 1o which they could find no protecton from lav 2nd became
aitiuns of the State of Massachusetts It was vaun for them to have
sought redress n the State Courts of Rhode Island  Hence this nas
recssely the case for 2 yesort 1o the Courts of the Umted States can
templated by the framers of the Constitution 1n ordes to Lift the ques

Uons that mught anse between citizens of different States abave the
partal influences of the local tubynals

They' became ertizens of Massacha etts ard as s
uch commenced
S0ty agan 4
Rhudcg;_‘lx;n d\}c Sefendants 1 the Cirewit Court lar the Distset of
Thus was the tustory of
persecution betneen Massachusetts and
1";:%: tand yeversed  Two hundred years before Roger Willams
i from Massachusetts to fnd Proteciion agamst th persecutior
{T5ar s Martio and Rachael Luthee | 8



102 5SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

of Churck Law, and now Rhode Island drove her citizens back to
Massachusetts to sech redress for outrages comrutted under the g ¢
of Martia) Law

In the Circuit Court below, the defendants set up ¢ plea 1y
fication  They admutted that they had commutted the trespisses
complatned of doing no more damage than they affrm was necessiny
but they say they were justified 1n law because they were enrolledia
a company of mfantry, 1n the town of Warren under the command of
John T Child duly appomted and legally qualified to act m tist
capacity, and that by order of said military commander they broke
and entered the sud dwelling house of the plantuff in error ta order
to arrest and take the said plaintiff, which they aser it was lawhd for
them to do

And fucther the defendants say that at the time of the alleged
trespass large numbers of men assembled 1n arms 1n different parts of
suud State made and levied war upon suid State and were attempling
the overthrow of the government of said State by miitary force
That the Legislature of said State duly and legally chosen and constt
tuted according to the provistons of the charter or fundamental kw
and the ancient and long estabhshed usages of said State and i the
exercise of the legislative powers conferred on them by sud charter
and usages, did enact and establish Martia) Law over sud State, and
that under such authonity and by order of a military commander
duly appownted by such authonty the defendants commutted the
alleged trespass

To the several pleas of the defendants the plamtyT rephed de 543
snyuria, thus denying the truth of the defendants ples which wssue
was Joined, and upon this 1ssue came up the question of the vahdity
of the Charter Government and the acts thereof under which the
defendants justified, and of the new constitution and frame of govern
ment adopted by the people of Rhode Island called the People s
Constitution and the acts and doings of the Legislature under the
same
Thus far the pleadings 1n both cases are alihe but at this pomnt with
the permusston of the Court I shall leave for future consideration the
subject of Martial Law and proceed to the argument upon the record

1n the case of Martin Luther
In reply to the justifi which the defendants set up under the
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authonty of the Chaster Governof and Legslature the plunnf con

tended that the old chaster form of government and the acts of the
Legulature under which the delendants Justified were nt the time
of such trespass superseded and sbolished by 2 new form of govern

ment and 1avalid so far as repugnant to the same which rea form of
government was then in force as the fundamental law of the State

ard that the Legslature chosen by the people and actng under the
wd new form of government and the midtary and other officers
appainted by law undec such legislative paner constituted the actual
goverament of sud State and that acts done under any assumed
autbority ta opposition to said constitution and laws 20 establuhed

werg unlawiud and voud

The qaestion therefore w s dusectly between two [orms of govern
meat both dairung to be i force at the same tme ang ppon the
construction of law as to which of these forms of government was 1n
tegal exstence at the bme depended 1he 1isue whether the defendants
had acted upder Iaw or agawmst all law

Both partses agseed that up to May 1842 the old Charter Govern
ment of Rhode Jsland was nghtfully i exstence  But the plamngd
mamtamed that it was then superseded by the new government then
o gamized under the People s Constitution which had been adopted
Jan 12 18332 to take full effect in the following May

1t folfowed that f the Charter Government then ceased peither the
Martial Law under which the defendants yustily the attempt to break
010 hus bouse and sez2e Mr Lutber nior the military commussion snd
the military orders of their commander were of any avay)

Planly then the nghts of the parties 1o fhus cause can only be
decided by decding that wssue distusctly and degtly and in the yodg
ment of the plaintiffs counsel and I may add of the lesmmed Judge
sintt deceased who framed the wnstructions upon the recged that
¢ v35 miended to be hrought and 1s brought befors (hus Court 1
such form that 1t must be met zad must be passed WPen 10 the s
pensable exeraise of the ordinary yudicial functions of this Bughtnbynat

Ydonotsay this tmay 1t please your Honors ast there were or could
be any daubt that ths 1 the sosue kere or that this elevated totly

will meet 1t as decdedly and calmly 28 of st pvafved the nbunal
von of ttle to a prece of land wstead of the prople sunple ques-
great nght of self-government s title to theyy
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Upon this statement of the issue, therefore, we contend that 1t wil
become indispensable (as 1t seems to us) for this Court 1 order to
determune this case, to decide madentally to the ments, whetber the
People s Constitution was in force 1n Rhode Island as the fundame.tal
law of the State and hence the importance of this cause, as preseatt 2
o fact, a judicial test before the highest tribunal in the land whether
the theory of Amercan free government for the States of this Unoa
15 available to the people i practice, 1n short whether the bass of
popular soveresgnty 15 a ving principle or a theory always restraired
1n practice by the will of the law making power and therefore subject
and not sovereign

In this view of the aspect of this cause 1t becomes necessary 10 §0
back to fundamental principles to determine which was the exsteg
form of government which was the Legulature and what were the
faws mn force at the time of the trespass This 1s apparent {rom the
fact that by the pleadings the defendants adnut they have commtted
a trespass, but Justify their acts under the authonty dern ed from tke
Charter Assembly and the comnussions and orders of miitary ©02
manders derving their sole power from that source

[Cax trE PEOPLE CANGE THEIR GOVERNMENT?)

1 then submt the prelmunary proposition that upon the pleadings
and the record of this case the Court cannot determine the 1s83¢
whether a trespass was or was not commutted without first deaiding
what were the constitution and frame of government 1n force 11 Rhode
Island at the time

And wath this view and under the permussion of the Court 1 shatl
proceed to open this cause upon the broad basis of this argument 13
1ts full force and extent covering the whole ground of rightful changes
of government by the people of the States of this Unton

These prehimunary suggestions embrace within the issue three genersl
propositions

1 That the assumed authonty legislatnve and militany and the
acts and orders under which defendants justfy are invahd and
wsufficient

2 ‘That the 1ssue was properly before the Court below and 1t 13
necessary for this Court to pass upon it in order to determine the
nghts of the parties on the record tn this cause
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2 yodiossl power and nat a political paser which the
Cj\u;t‘t;\‘!\e:upén o exc?ixse 1 applying the rule of deassion that s
0 govern this case
‘ '%‘;\:hr::dm of proof 1s on the defendants to show their ) .
but the plantiff doubtless must show, at feast 5o far as 10 set asy ;
the authoty of the defendant s plea that the new government ha
superseded the old form.

I propose therefore to mamtain n the argument the §ollowing
pouts which were ruled agamst the plamufi merely formally n the
Court helow

1 'Xj‘:at the People s Constitution was n force 1n Rbode Tsland 1
June 1832

2 ‘That the Legistature chosen under t was the fan making power

3 That conequently the pre-emsting Charter Government wat
superseded and

4 That the plantiff need show such change of government only
50 far as the ju tfication the defendants set up under the fist 18
concerned

Tn order to sustamn these propositions we must Brst establish the

great baws upon which alone they can rest m the Amenean system of
foemment vz

T That the majorty of the people or of the legal votets of o State
have a nght to establish 2 wntten constitution

2 That this 1s pre-eminently ther nght in the absence of amy
Provision m the existing frame of government. for s amendment

1 That this nght 15 wmdependent of the wll o5 sanction of the
Legilature and can be exercised by the right of emwent sovereignts
n the people without the form of a precedent statate law

Having traced the Hislory of Government si Rhode Island and the bro
ceedungs wn framung adopling and establishing the People s Conslriutron
th 1841~4. ubat are the snferences to be draam app'icadle to the 1ssup
betueen the parties 1n this cduse as 1o the sespe Livz yaghts they dam and
the vespectine quthorstses wnder which they asswme bo have acted?
Frest Tonfl consdes W sk reference to the local hustory and inst
tutions of Rhode 1! .
ons of Sm'm‘gm!)ami bersell and then upon the broad bass of
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We have seen that the old charter of Rhode Island, 1n 1663 was
entirely free and democratic  The community consisted of landed
proprietors, and 1t was, 1n effect, 2 landed company 10 which all were
partners and participants  As soctety progressed and the number of
mhabitants increased who did not own land, 1n the changes and prog
ress of business the mequality became more apparent

The people then Iooked back to the old guarantees of hberty Efforts
at reform began and were contmued without success The muonty
holding the Legislature in their control, denied all extension of suffrage
and without 1t the majonty could not act withm the form of b
Their only resource was to go out of 1t The reluctance to take such
a step or to change existing mstitutions was one cause of the contin
uance of the old form We have seen that dunng the Revolutioa
commuttee on suffrage and reform was appomnted which shows the
first impulse of public optnion, on the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence, but the state of the times prevented action The
patriotism of the people submitted to unequal government rather
than to disturb 1t at the nsk of weakening the aid necessary to @m
on the war of independence

After the Revolution Rhode Island was mvolved mn debt and
difficulties and became embarrassed 1n her wretched paper money
system  For a long time her Legislature representing the landholdirg
munonty held her back from the Union and refused to adopt the
Umited States Constitution

In this state of things and having a charter tolerably free, she did
not adopt 2 written constitution as did all the other States except
Connecticut for a hhe cause The majonty did not break out but
for the tiume acquiesced  But there were no principles or practice of
government 1o Rhode Island which denied the night of the people
with or without the consent of the ensting government to make 3
constitution when and how they pleased

On the contrary Rhode Island which had been foremost 1n religious
freedom had by her great founder Roger Willams equally pledged
herself to civil Liberty

We have seen how the Rhode Island Assembly departed from the

doctrines of religious freedom 1n 1663 They have sull more flagranthy
repudiated the prinaples of their sllustrious founder touching avit
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Lberts Ttus therefore no proof of a prescriptiv e mght 1a her Asscmb;_;,
1n 1842 o deny self government to the people because that Assembly
had always refused to extend suffrage ot permit :!:e lr::;anl) to
ripate in government by framing a wntten constituty

mnﬂe}:moudugzn 5 thnlbol)},: precedent and prinarple fauly construed
up 1o the Revolution affirma ot at least favar the ught of the peaple
of Rhode Iskand (not merelv the landholders) to alter and establish
government At the Revolution this principle was authontatiely
secormized, The Cons ention that adopted the United States Constity
tion 1790 went further andall power was resolved into the handsof
the people

18 hat then became of the Charter Gocernmenl and what powers can a
legulature under 31 have 10 control the orgamic law for o longer time than
the peaple consenting and agreeng shall detrust them with

What was thete of paramount organic lan m Rhode Island? Not
the charter  §t had no element of change or modificaion  The laws
under 1t passed by the Assembly were repealable at pleasure  The
Legsisture had no power erther from the charter or the people ar
wherent to change the orgamic law or to make one  If the prople
could nat 2et the Legshature could not the voters could not who
could” Hence —

The Amertcan doctrine of @ paramount wniten constuution binding
the lepislature and subject only 1o the people was lost 1n Rhode Island
#f . dud mot ex13t wn the whole peaple

Admitting the nght of the people to make a constitution and over
Wrow the British colonual government to have been acquired or
confirmed by (he Revomhon how did they losent? When regrant t?
Lt neves how can this rght be demed to the people of Rhede Island
m setting aside theww Charter Government and adopting 3 written
constutution to control therr leguslature and officers? Then if the
nght exsted bow, was 1o be exercised? The submsting government
2-;4(31 n: Power or nght to make a constitutson  All ther declarations.
\mhi ul: gl::a :f\tre)elgms of Laws were only repealable legislative acts

Our opponents doubtless will concede a n;
ght of revolution but sa
:es ‘r::xs! take by physical force! ‘The value of that sort of nght t)o
e of this Uman ¥ will consider presently but the night of revoly
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ton being adrmtted, does 1t follow that 1t must be by force? If the
people have a nght, they must also have a right to exercise it peace
ably  If they do 50 without attaching the eusting goternment and
peaceably set up a government of organic lan, defined 1n a wntten
constitution, and if after this 1s done the old government whih 1
virtually superseded attacks the new, then to defend the Jatter ot
revolation but Jaw and order and the old disbanded govesnment s the
aggressor

This 15 the dsstinclion between rebellion and the change of organsc 1S
by adaphting a writlen constulution where nose extsls

Shays Rebellion the Whishy Insurrection and the Antt Rent Ruots
1n New York illustrate this and tlus was the relation of governmeat
and people before the Revolution  Under the colonial government
the people, if they adhered to1t had no legal nght to change it Tte
sovereignty of the King and Parlament precluded any such npht
Revolation therefore and if revolution was resisted war upon the
exishng government were at that perod the only resource — these
was no law ful mode of changing a form of government i the Chartet
Government of Rhode Island had sided w1th Great Britam, the peop'
would have put them down By siding with the people the Charter
Government gave no legitimate sanction to the Revolution  ft w3s
the same rebellion under the existing form of government It had #o
foundation of nght except m the nght of the majonty to change
government

[THE Ricnr oF PEACEABLE REVOLUTION]

But we dowm @ new principle s government The right peaceably ¥
change government  The it 15 that 1t shall be done by 3 majont)
Not by first attacking the eusting government or overturning the
lans and then making a constitution as i the revolution of 76 but
by first adoping peaceably a new organic law establishing the funda
mental principles on which the government shail be conducted the
officers chosen and the laws enacted  In order to do this the co?
cutrence of the old government 1s consenent and deswrable but not
sndispensable

The right bo begin ths work vests an the right of the people to asseme
\Who has the nght to interfere with them® Up to the pownt of adoption
of the People s Constitution in Rhode Island where was the nght to
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nterlere with ther ot put them dovn by force? o mattes how the
constitution was begun or put together It was pescelally made
peacefully put to the people and peacefully adopted by the majorty
1t then became the orgamc law 1t went o effect by its own force
and ergamization and legisiation tooh effect under 1t It has all the
efficacy of 2 government de yureand de facto AL thus pownt the men
of the old government attached the new and atteripted to suppress it
by wofhutary foree
ot an a¢t was done by the people but 1 pursuance of the new
orgamclaw 1t the majonty had & nght to make & constitution then
1t was made and became the supreme law  Therefore to deny that
the People s Constitution was the supreme law when they assembled
under 1t and chose officers and their Leguslature met 1o carry it out
all of which was done without revolution or violence or attack 1s to
deny the nght of the people under any cwcumstances o frame
government except by the consens of thewr sulers and te this point our
oppo ents must come o1 yeld the whole argument
This wawld make the Revolution of 36 the shame instead of the
glory of the nation  In some of the old thirteen colomes new forms
of governmert were adopted against the consent of a portion of the
leguslatne and all of the executave poser  In Virgmnia for instance
When attacked by the ofd government ought they to have yielded to
W2 Why then should the people yield 1n Rhode Island after they
had peacefully adopted their constitution chosen officers under 1t
axd put the new frame of government 1n full operation® What had
the majonty done that constituted rebelhon mswrrection treason or
domestic violence?
K::'z stood 19{ better grounds o5 o WGt than enen the grounds of the
sore O;UKm ey had the great aivil night recognized as the corner
encan wstitutions — the peaceful right which the Revoly
tion had established 10 frame government and when duly adopted
‘hfa\il: “;9 nghts avil and mditary attached 1o sastain 1t
R g et o
was a resart to
natwral right to be enforced if resited by nar and
The fst step to dissohre aovemment o 111 1o other form
¥ to deny the supre
the Crown was rihiellion ang ¢ premacy of
Iegrumate doctres of Teason wnder 2l the then Tecognized
government  The colonul governments existed
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only by the sovereign grace and mere motion of the King  They kad
no mherent principle of reform or change

The Revolution being successful estabhished this new fundameats)
prnciple of government and in Rhode Island 1t was distinetly recog
mized — * that the powers of government may be reassumed by the
people whensoever it shall become necessary to thew happiness,

This the people did and nomore They made no attach on exst.g
mstitutions  They changed na organic relations of the people to the
government They violated no allegiance they dissolxed no commJ
mty they changed no relation of the State to the Unton  The ideatits
and integnty of the State remamed the same It was no mort &
change of identity of relations of people and rulers, of the government
and the governed or of the federal relations to the Union, than 3
change 1n the codes of legislation

The fundamental lou wos changed by peacefil, popular process It
the night to do so was with the people, the form was legal and eve?
legitimate for 1t was sanctioned by the fundamental rule of govern
ment Ivng at the foundation of all government If they had this
night they evercised st as peacefully and legally as the leguslature
cauld exercise their right in revising the code of State iws

The theory of the opposite side assumes that the people of the States o
this Union have acquired no rights 1n regord fo government by the Rewoln
fion thot the people under old gomernments did not possess That s
physical nght natural nght  The right of might which 1s no nght
but mere phystcal power to do wrong or nght  But there s2s no such
thing as a peaceful change of government under old systems and
consequently no change of gosernment without the consent of govern
ment On the other hand —

American instilutions recogn e three greal principles

1 The electise poser to change rulers

2 The representatine power substituting agency from the people
for 1rresponsibility to the people

3 And behind all this the power and nght of the majortty of the
community to change at pleasure the orgame law of the State and
prescribe forms of constitution as the supreme lan

This makes the distinction i pnnaple and fact the distinetion
hetween attacking an eusting government with lanless swolence and
the peaccful organization of a new frame of the ssme government and
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then after 1t 15 so estabhshed sustaimng st under the forms of law
Thys 15 the Rhode Tsland case and this s shown Ly the history of the
proceedungs up to the first attempts of the Chartists ta resist the
operations of the People s Constitution

1f the principles on which the adoption of the People s Conshitelion
2t placed 1 the faregoing argument are sound then the facts in the
tecord being to be taken as proved the conclusion follows that the
acts done according to thelaw under the new consiitution were vald
and all gther acts contrary thereto were tnvahd
T hat file to perpetual government can the charler party sel up? Was
1 the nght of p ? Wasat p ? The def say
that the charter and form of govemment under Wi continued to be the
fondamental law untd the adopuon of the present constitution
1833 Ve contend that the People s Constitution and acts under 1t
ntervered from May 184z until the adoption of the present consty
tution of 1843 Al the pleadings and offers of evidence on both sides
resolve themselues into this single 1ssue of previous consent of the
Lepslature a3 the nd B of 2 1 The
ol Assembly made thus the whole 1ssue  They said to the prople of
Rhode Island  you have assumed to make and estabhish a constity
tien without our consent and therefore 2t 18 voud
m\;ﬁ‘:xhzr 1t was & constitution of r1ght depends solely upon the first
making 1t viz shether the action of the legslature and that
merely a request was ndispensable
Ttall comes back do 245 1s 2 constitutson voud and inoperative unless
thc\ ;:gxs!a;xule request the people to make u?
ust the legislature alone permit and cannot the le go
such permussion? Can the legulature refuse to act I::c h‘n’l! ﬂg c::::)d
and then punmish the people for acting?
1€ of nght wathout sach Yegmmng 1t takes effect proprio mgore
3‘;‘3“5’”‘3@ of the General Assembly caused the whole difficulty
womgyk:ad done 1 1841 what they did i June 1842 all dssension
ve ceased  The result shows that they were auly contends
for dogmatism for they have done 1 the Iast constit uy i
¢hey charg s with rebellson and sreason for da . ’P}? Tt what
of land sufirage as the only means of sa: i " omender
Base shattered the o}d gy us . ving the collimon that would
ynasty shows the necesuty of the change
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short of rebellion agarst the goverments. of thei own creationt Th:m!
15 the que-tion we ate 1o try whether this virtue of soveraignty has
goneaut of the people by some sort of prescription grant acquiescence
or sobmsson and become vested 1o the government 3o that the
‘people can never hase the free use of st again wthout same process
of icense or se grant from the legislature

e ate not discussing revotubions by wese physieal force but a
fundamental prnciple of nght 2nd to test this we must first <ee what
the mght 1s and then whether 1t 15 a mere abstraction or active and
operatne When they talk of soveraignty what 18 the sovermignty
theymean? That whichwe test our argument ypon 1s the savereigaly
defined by the enbightened advocates of hiberty tn the old world and
s founders and expounders 1n the new  Here I lease 2 peculation
and atude by the hughest sanction of precedents 1 dry 1 detad w
6 vital w prnaiple  Then what ss the Sovereagnly of the People o5
defred by the Amercon principles of Gorernment?

The theory of the oth ¢ :de and the only theory the) canstand oo
to imahdate a constitution fratned by a clear majority through the
peaceful forms of conventions 18 that the people are sovereign not 1y
themsefues but through the forms of lawn emanating from the legs.
fature In short that the soverexgnty has no power to tmake funda
renal lav except through the permissive agency of slalutelawy Ve
maintam that there 1s not 2 precedent irom the tume of Algernon
Sydney to the tune of Thomas W Dore that gwesa colorable sarchion
to such a theory of Amerscan hiberties

T ol close these yudseral refereices by an authorsty that will surely
be respected here and which with what has preceded st must be con

dusive viz Cheef Justice Marshall 1 1803 speabing for the whale
Court 1 the case of Marbury v Madason (x Cranch 136 cited 3
Story s Commen  431)

The question whether an act repugnant 1o the constitution can
become the Jaw of the find m & Question deeply Interesting to the
United States but bappily not of an mineacy propattianed o e
wnterest  Ir seems only necessary 10 recogaize cettain princples
supposed 1 have been long well established to decident

That the pople have an ongmal nght 1o establish for thess futy
goverament  uck principles as 1a therr opmon shall mast mndu::
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detendsd by the Pople and thenh te et A lew znd ooz
the Assaibly would po o 19 2newer 1) the wyhes of the proy
what 1hey afternard g 40 2ad therelyy 2dmy they o ght 1o how
dooe 21 iy

Th jud e of the Rbode Intand Cosst afper seatennny Gnensr
Dorfr 54 Ly the People s Comutatuts sa thoatd Lave g’
Pleors and #otesced them oy o for mekiop 2 Lke commutrting whet
n2te sl treesm ¢ ) the ol charter

And 3ot the exblited the £zder gprctade of udes £ g
wader & e onptyt sy on nlucht by the charter the o4 gesshy
bednsnght ) make and 13102 2 divtingushed crtgen for tezsat
< departed g A ernment which they themosh es had belped to exterms
£12401
And the nk fe p b and Pt A thus modermn treason wes thet the
Auwrmbly reque trd g3 Lendbldes £ pat down the old gagmme
Lt refusd t, ferpieet the papie 1oy 41 ¢

Veeare ow presared i the Zrguzment tozpply the f egoag Lt
13 L Rhrde Tdond gave 1) the by sud and smesal p opon.asa wheb
“mbreces afl frew Amenszn States of ghe FRaghtaf the Peop'eto CF r ¢
Guosrrrment ond 1 13dge of the Ocea 1o

Did thas 1zt semt 10 4br poorte f the eotoies by the qprstion
the Declerztg,, o Indrpraden #2 This fos alrezdy brea drmoo
#treted eod will Lardly be degped from any guarter

Thes Lare Amenian mstiun e 1 the States ur 1a the Lam
Gan o rodified Langted oy revies ted thus nght as o or pnally ve
Aeclered towm Liberent and unalsble gy the premlr? Inghor
15 Lhe i eeezity 1 the propls and b ey they ezrrass n?

Ftomey gafely by ymed thatns man semt S rmen ma £ Ao
where €852 w s 10 14 e handy o gy aus~ widl venture £ den 19
s rmeny wod that the o le are vnerm A Dasbtless ths mlite
s eted gre Uy pa Feamly by the diunmgg hed con d
Sy the wther code Lt Bov e eoted gy ghe FELTETI PRt
fromathe tem) o the Avfendtangs 4l traet of pr oty that whle thy
BT yNTEZ Iy 2y fem y be 31 Med () g pontean terms
2 by .2lfied 2 ey and i effect de g and ebroated i drtad
zadanall elioent peratass fy ghey funtatims and ) trudtims
the prors e w1 22 L2 be very 21738 ynereizag wi hosery poeat
pmes bt thoutzay pore b e right 4o exrerse that wn eresz power
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<hort of rebelfion agamst the governments of thewr own creation! That
1 the question we ate to try whether this vittoe of sovermgnty has
goneout ol the peaple by some sort of prescriplion grant acquiescence
of submssioy and become ested 1 the govenment sa that the
people can mever have the free use of 1t agawn without some process
of heense ot ye-grant from the lepslature

We are not discussing revolutions by Taere physical force but a
fundamental prinaple of night and to test this e must first see what
the nght 15 and then whether 1t 12 3 mere sbstraction or actue and
operative When they talk of sovereignty what 1 the sovereignty
they mean? That which we rést our argument upon is the sovereignty
defined by the enlightened advocates of hherty in the old world and
113 founders and expounders m the pew  Here 1 leave all speculation
aod abnde by the hughest sanction of precedents  1f dry 1n detaid at
ws vital in principle  Then what 15 the Soeraignly of the People a3
defined by the Amencan princsples of Government?

The theory of the other side and the only theory they can stand on
101 yahdate 2 constitution fratmed by 5 dear majonty through the
peaceful forms of conventions 1s that the people are sovereign nat in
themselves but through the forms of law emanating from the legs-
lature In short that the sovereignty has no power to make funda
mentol law except through the penmussive agency of stafutelaw Ve
mamtam that there 15 not 3 precedent from <he tme ol Algeroun
$ydney to the time of Thomas W Dorr that gives a colorable sanction
ta such a theory of Amencan liberties

Ll close these yudiesa) references by an authority that wiil surely

berespected here and winch with what has preceded it tmust be ton

i:(uswc v\zh Chuet Justice Marshall n 1803 spealang for the whole
ourt 1 the case of Marbury vs Madison (1 Cranch

Storv s Commen 431) ¢ eh 6 oted s

The question whether an act Tepugnant to the constitution can

become the law of the land 15 & quest
Ut Sy question deeply titeresting to the

pily not of an wntnicacy proportioned to it
:‘mts;d Tt seems enly pecessacy to Tecognize certain pnncxplcsS

9?1_12 'izub&“ been Jong well established to decide 3t
o em;l ¢ people have an onginal nght to establsh for therr futare
ent such prineiples as i their opsmion shall mast conduce



112 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

demanded by the people, and the whole pornt of law and order s that
the Assembly would not do 1n answer to the wishes of the peopl,
what they afternard did do and thereby admut they ought to hure
done at first

The judges of the Rhode Island Court, after sentencing Governor
Dorr for sustaimng the People s Constitution should have chasgd
places and sentenced themselyes for making a like constitution which
was equal treason to the old charter

And yet they exlubited the singular spectacle of judges iz,
under a new constitution which by the charter the old assembly
had no right to make, and tryng a distwmguished catuzen for treasonto
a departed government, which they themselves had helped to exterm
nate!

And the whole pith and pomt of this modern treason was that tht
Assembly reg ? the landholders to put down the old gotemment
but refused to request the people to do 1t!

We are now prepared 1n the argument to apply the foregomng facts
in the Rhode Island case to the broad and general proposition which
embraces all free Amenican States of the Right of the People fo Chang
Government ond to judge of the Occaston

Did this right vest mn the people of the colonies by the operation of
the Declaration of Independence? This has already been demon
strated and will hardly be demed from any quarter

Then have Amencan mstitutions i the States or m the Umoz
changed modified hmited or restricted this right as 1t onginally ¥
declared to exist inherent and unalienable n the people? In short
1s the sovereignty 1n the people and how may they exerase 1t?

It may safely be assumed that no man or set of men, na government
where suffrage 1s 1n the hands of the masses will venture to deny 1
so many words that the people are sovereign  Doubtless this will be
conceded, fully 1f not g Iy by the dist hed counst
on the other side  But how conceded 1s the question I apprehend
from the tenor of the defendants abstract of pomnts that whie this
same sovereignty may seem to be yrelded to the people 1n terms it
wll be qualified anay and 1n effect denied and abrogated in detail
and 1n all efficient operation By therr hmitations and constructions
the people will turn out to be very great sovereigns with very great
powers but without any possible rsght to exercise that sovereign power
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atedat has been thus broadly spread out upon the argy
ﬁ:yw:l then 1f we have this sovereignty how and when and by
what process may it act? Does it really exst in practice of only 1
abstraction? And this brings us to the practical operation of ths
sovereignty in tramung constitutions of gpremnment

1Tre Mernop or CoNSTITUIIONAL Caaner)

Them, f the People hove the right how may they exertase s W ko shall
begin the People or the Grrernment Connentions or Leguslatures? We
say the former The proposition on the other side1s jou must have
a statute law to call your comvention and count your votes and s1y
who shall vote and how or you cannot tabe a step to make or alter
(ke frame of government

1t 1s ot so unless this boasted sovereignty 13 but a mockery 2
delasion and a snare Wil thus Court say to the people of esch State
1 this Union that rue it is they are the source of all political power
ut of they presume 10 exertise their soveregnty in establishing or
changing constitutions of gosernment without consent of the legs-
lature they shall be followed with pamns and penalties enforced by
the IawJess despotism of Martial Law and backed by the whole mi
a1y power of the Untted States called out by the President to suppress
tmsurzection and domestic violencel Whenever this tabunal shall pro-
daim this to be the law 1t will have decreed that in contemplation of
law the people here as in Great Brtain do not exsst  Such 1s not
thelaw of this land here nor elsenh re  On the contrary all Amen
<an precedents and practice of government demonstrate that the
assumption that the first step in reforms and changes of govermment
siist emamate from the established government and not from the
people 1s the dogma of despatism!

To ths pomt all the foregoing authonities duectly tend Tt the
wadent that follows the panaple for 1t were as zbsurd to toncede
entue freedom to the ndividual and deny his night to move a hand
without the lease of & master as to affirm a sovereigaty of the people
Rt of waking the first step to make of remodel their frame of
government. Tha 1 our mam powt of difference

Ve shallagree on the nght to abolish but diwid
make the mode aa Msepas nerons of e

rable barrter ta the exercise of th
form supenor to the substa o pereht the

nee — dependent on another tnby
the people and ane of ther pwn ctanont it han
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to their own happiness, 1s the basis on whaek the whole Amercan forc
has been erected  The exerase of this ongwal right s o sery gred
etertion, not can 1t, nor ought 1t to be very frequently repeated The
prnciples, therefore, so establshed are deemed fundamental  And
as the authorsty from which they proceed 15 supreme and can sldom
act they are designed to be permanent
In McCulloch vs State of Maryland n 1819, 4th Wheaton 404
the same high authonty treats this as not an open question before the
Court
It has been sawd, that the people have already surrendered all therr
powers to the State soveresgnties and had nothing more togive Bul
surely the question whether they may resume and modsfy the porers
granted to government, does ot remain fo be settled 1 thas countty
And yet, may 1t please your Honors Govemor Dorr and hus feads
have been charged with treason for actng upon ths solemn ditu
of the whole Supreme Court as1f 1t were true! Now take this emphatic
expression of the opmion of the Supreme Court, through Chuef Justice
Marshall and test 1t by the Rhode Island Bill of Rights adopted by
her Convention 1n 1790 viz, that the powers of government 1) be
reassumed by the people, and we have the entire doctrme contended
for by the plaintiff here judicially established by the Supreme Coutt
of the Umted States as unquestionable and almost in the very words
of that Bull of Rights viz  the people may resusme the powers granted
to government
‘Granted To government  1s the phrase, not granted bygoy ernment
Not granted subject to the condition that the power shall be resumed
only by the consent and 1n the form of statute law prescribed by the
grantee the legislature!  This  does not remamn to be settled m ths
country! and 1if so, how then stand these defendants here on their
plea of justification by a demal of the sovereignty of the people?
May 1t please your Honors with this array of authorities and
unbrohen precedents agamst them the counsel for the defendants
whatever may have been their ongwal purpose will be constrawned
to say that they concede the sovereignty to the people What else
have they to say? But T could not trust to that concession as they
may be pleased to callit followed as it must be unless they surrender
the whole cause with restrictions and hmitations, and therefore the
sovereignty which we mean as defined by those who best understood
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Tegehatare but behund all thisis the sovereigaty acting by and theough
majonties and o they ever had a nght to act through conyentions to
establish a frame of government they have nowhere granted or ceded
it away True the State copstitulions requie more thin a majenty
of the lege! 1o propose d but tus only Lowts
The egsiature and dues not touch themajenty prnaple w the peaple

“aw let s go back to the first step w free government and having
the source of power 1n the pesple tracets practical operation
makng constitutions

The posihion may seem plausible and emunently conservatne that
1t will not do to trust the mass of communuty with the power 10 3%sem
ble together and ascertain the will of the majonty w anry atber form
extept by 2 statute preseribung who shall vote and when ond where
and bow! But this 15 not an Asencan prinaiple

The senous objectan to tha pasition 1§ that « xesolves soveragaty
mio the governm nt aad akes it from the people  This 1s plawn
becayse he who olone can tahe the first step o the soveregn At tas
will all progress stands sull

Another objection 15 that this theory {ounds soveresgnty 1n suffrage
and not 1n the progle  The argument te-olves stsel} mata the propes:
ton hat sulfrage hmuts soveregnty and whez suffrage 1s orce pre
wnbied v hether to & minorty or 4 mayonty of community thees ate

the eerral humuts of sovere gnty  Everythaog owside of suffrage s
excluded from p w

p gnty and of conseq; n
government

Inothervosds the Jegal vaters ontce estabhished few or many are
thraugh thewr representation 1 the law makung pawer, the soverergn
and ultimate pawer 1 2 State and vhey may forever exclude all others
from goverrenent

But who made the legal voters? In a luuted monsrchy they are
made by the grant of the King ot act of Parhament bath acting as
the sovereign power 1n th State In governments of a more popular
form they are made by the constuat ;

ton ar asin Rhode Island
the Legwlature sathout & constiy ston b

True then the legal vaters ase the Wumate Pposer under the cangty
ution but that s the o ¢ of the soveremty the rale prescnbed by
¢ 3nd mot the overeignty stself which 15 bugber and Wyomd th
atgant {orm of its own creation ©
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True 1t 15 saud that the people, though sovere gn may lmit then
selves as well as their governments by therr constitutions  Doubtless
they do so through represéntation, as to the making and enforcing of
statute law, which they leave to the subststing orgamzation  And so
they prescribe the modes of amending constitutrons But who do
they limi2 1n this power of making and amending constitutions’ The
legislature and not themselyest

I pray this may be marked because the practical exercse of the
sovereignty depends upon 1t Constitutions are made to control the
legislature and to control majonties as to all exercise of nghts under
the constitution  While 1t subsists all are governed by its hmtattons
and so far the majority as well as the minority have hmited themselves
Now comes the question of change mn the constitution  Who are
bmited by 1t 1 mahing that change? The legislature  They can
move enly by proposing amendments to be sent out to the people who
are voters under the evisting constitution or to call conventions 1If
the constitution so provides  They cannot move a step outside of
the constitution  But are the people who made this constitution
hmted m therr power of amendment, because they have restricted
the legislature?  Will the learned counsel on the other side show a
Proviston in the twenty nine constitutions of these States wch says
that We the people hereby agree never to amend this constitution
or to mahe another 1 any other way except that which 1s prescribed
herem through the legislature!

There 1s no such thing mn eustence nor anything hihe it  All the
power of amendment gneen mn all the constitutions Jimits the legs
latures  They shall not touch the constitution except 1n the way the
sovereign power permuts them to act  But behind this stands the
sovereign who made and who has the Itke power to unmahe The
sovereign 1f he had power to make has not granted away that power
The power given to the legislature 15 permissie and exhausts no part
of the reserved powers of the grantor  Even the present constitution
of Rhode Island says that the General Assembly may propose amend
ments to be submutted to the electors and if fhree Sifths of the electors
approve such amendments shall become a part of the constitution

It follows then that the legislature cannot propose or adopt any
amendment of the constitution i any other way but the people have
not tied themselves down to a three fifth rule they have tied the
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{egshature bt behund all thusis the savereignty acting by and through
majonities and i they ever hada nght to act through conventions to
establish a frame of government they have powbese granted ot ceded
1t away True the State constitutions sequire more than a majonty
of the legsl 1o propose d but ths ooly hmats
the legslature and does not touch the majonty prinaiple n the people

Now let us go back to the first step in free government and having
the source of power wn the people trace tts practical operation n
making constitutions

The position may seem Plausble and erinently conservatine that
1t will not do to trust the mass of community with the power to 2ssem
Ble together and ascertain the will of the majonty in amy other form
except by a statute prescribing who shall vote and when and where
and how! But this 1s not an Amencan pnnaiple

The serious objection ta this position 15 that it resolves soverergnts
mto the government and takes 1t from the people  This 18 plam
because he who alone can take the first step 1s the sovereign At hus
will ail progress stands still.

Another objection 15 that this theory founds sovereignty 1 suffrage
and not in the people  The argument resclves wtself into the propost
tion hat sufirage hots soveresgnty and when sufirage 13 once pre
scribed whether to a runonty of a majonty of community these are

the eternal hmts of sovereignty  Every thing outside of suffrage 13
excluded from p 10n 10

gnty and of
government

"
In other words the legal voters once established few or many are
through their representation in the law making power the sovereign

and ultunate poner in 2 State and they may forever exclude all others
from government

But who made the fegal voters® In a hmted
monarchy they are

made by the grant of the King or act of Parlament both actng as
the souerergn power 10 the State  In governments of a mare popular
form they are made by the constitution or 25 1 Rhode Istand by
the Leglature without 2 constitution

Tree then the legal voters are the vltirmate paser under the cansyy
::m::dl:‘\;tt l‘h;l 1s the act of the sovereignty the rule prescribed by,

€ sovereignty iself whyeh

organic form of wts own treation 1 ¢ Ngher and bevond the
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True, 1t 15 saad that the people, though sosere gn may hmt them
selves as wellas their governments by their constitutions  Doubtless
they do so through representation, as to the making and enforcing of
statute law which they leave to the subsisting organtzation  And so
they prescribe the modes of amending constitutions  But who do
they limsf i this power of making and amending constitutions! The
legislature and not themselzest

I pray this may be marked because the practical evercise of the
sovereignty depends upon 1t Constitutions are made to control the
legislature and to control majorities as to all exercise of rights under
the constitution  While 1t subsists all are governed by 1ts nmtations
and so far the majonity as well as the minonty have hmited themsel s
Now comes the question of change 1n the constitution  Who are
bmuted by 1t 1n making that change? The legislature  They can
move only by proposing amendments to be sent out to the people who
are voters under the evisting constitution or to call conventions if
the constitution so provides They cannot move a step outside of
the constitution  But are the people who made this constilution
hmited in their power of amendment because thev have restricted
the Jegislature? Wil the learned counsel on the other side show a
proviston 1n the twenty mmne constitutions of these States which s23s
that We the people hereby agree never to amend thts constitution
or to mahe another 1n any other way except that which 1s pre cribed
herewn through the legislature!

There 15 no such thing in existence nor any thing ke 1t AN the
power of amendment given mn all the constitutions lumats the legis
They shall not touch the constitution except in the way the
soverelgn power permuts them to act But behind this stands the
sovereign who made and who has the ke power to unmake The
sotereign if he had power to make has not granted anay that power
The power given to the legislature 1s permussie and exhausts no part
of the reserved powers of the grantor  Even the present constitution
of Rhode Jsland says  that the General Assembly may propose amend
ments to be submitted to the electors and if three fifths of the electors
approve, such amendments shall become a part of the constitution

It follows then that the legislature cannot propose or adopt any
amendment of the constitution 1 any other way but the people have
not tied themselves down to a three fifth rule they have tied the

latures
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ants Amencan and 15 nothing but 3 dogma of despotism and I will
now proceed fa prove it

[Covsmromionst. Camnce s wim Assaeast War]

The Jundamenia} dsshnchion between the Amerwcan prancaple of POFD
1A% govermment ond the European principle of LEGITIMATE governmend
ik

1 Tn the former fhe people are the uilimate source of pewer and can
change government without @ law permutiing them 19 do s0

2 1In the latter the reagring dynasly or ot best the parhament 15
the sovereign pawer m the state and the people can make na change
o goverment whatever they can ooy take what u granted and
submit to what is decreed

The great distnction 15 the paser of ongmating and framing a3
well as of accepting  There tan be no sovereignty no direction no
contzal without the first A constitution i Russia depends upon
the free will of the Emperor to grant st \ow 1f 1n Rhode Istang or
any State of this Union the formng or changing of & constitution
depends upon the gront of the legistature through = previons per
mussive Taw to bold 3 tomvention where)s the difference between the

teptate  kang 40d (be tepubhican assemhly? The people are
equally tied down it both cases  They cannat weve without some
body s con eat andif anybody then he who holds that power of con
sent i bus hands 1s the soverewgn.

The people of Rbode Istand could no more change ther King the
As emily than the Rusaans can thewrs becawse the Assembly were
tandholders chosen by landhalders 208 sefuning suffrage to the great
majority  What matters 1t whether the Assembly wakes or amends
& constitution and asks the people to take W with the sole power 2o
43y yea or nay and nothung more of whetherakingora parliament
grants the people a constitubion and compels them to take st ot noth

g as 13 the European custom vhen the people demand thew nghts
by & threat of revolution®

Let the people of this country whatever else they may yield nerer
weld by remotest vnplication the gr.at i3t 10 orsgnate frame rempdel
and amend government!

(The morsent they descend to become mese ACCEPLOrs or rejectors
ot sxendments emanating from anv other source they are loves of
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Whnle that constitution subsists, or while the law making power
which says who shall vote 15 supreme i power, the people consent to
Lt the evercise of government within these bounds and se far the
nght to elect and be elected to office 15 hmuted and preseribed for the
tume beng  But 1t 15 not perpetual, and if 1n the hands of 2 mmonty
1t 1s not past all remedy without the consent of that munonty unless
the majonty resort to violence revolution and cwil war

This 15 the theory of the old world, which Amencan hbertses have
exploded  The theory may stand very well nhen the whole people
can act through orgamzation  But when the legal voters refuse to
act through organization, or 1n its absence we must go outside of
orgamization to look for the sovereignty or we have a despotism and
whether 1t be a despotism of the divine right of kungs which 1s their
law or of a legislature restricting suffrage to a munonity whichs their
Jaw, 1t 15 the same m 1ts effect upon all who are excluded thereby from
partiapation n government  And if these area majonty as sn Freace
n England, and i Rhode Island, then there can be a state wherenn
the soverergaty 1s rightiully held by a mmonty and the majonty of
the people are #0f sovereign’

And now may 1t please your Honors with the utmost deference
permut me to ash, how could this Honorable Court —nay how &
any dmerscan mantam 1 the face of these authorities and of the
sovereigaty of the people to which all at least prefend to bow that
contemplation of laww and tn the cogmizance of thus Court there can
be no Jegitimate change tn the constitutions and forms of government,
unless the pernussion to make the change and the form m which the
people shall proceed 1s first prescnibed by an act of the subsistiog
legistature?

What a discouragement to the oppressed mlhons of the old world
would 1t be for the model republic of America to send forth as hes
solemn judicial judgment a decree i thus cause in favor of unchange-
able desp What a repudiation of the doctrines and the practice
of our fathers and what a reproach upon their memortes  Whatever
tmay be your derision, or no decision 1n this case no such result can
be apprehended  The theory that government cannot be sightfully
changed except by force of the formal consent of the law making
whether 1 a kg or a legishture we mamtam 15 wholly

power,
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Such s ot the Amencan theory of gomernment  On the contraty (t
premnary forms 1» makiog constitution are nothing 1o the sul
Stance  “They are but the scaficldmg of the buliding whichw of na
further use after the edifice 18 completed and occupied

Tt may de suggested that the People s Constitution ss wot proved 1t ss
proved by the facts 1 the record  But how prove a constitution?
‘How does the present constitution of Rhode Tsland or of any State
exst and bow could 1t be proved? Would it depend upon no one
dhjecting to the Presest cansttution w Rhode Island? It receved
ot 7000 votes much Tess than a majonty of the whole legal voters
underst The people s party might have objected or may now object
The seal of the State might be abstracted  This 1s no test of authen
uary The people s officers had thew seal  The record shows no seal
anetthersde  Tafact the anly distincuion between the present constt
tution and the People s as to authentitaty for the tume they were in
force or to be n force 1s the act of the assembly calling the conven
tion and that was a mere request

Then we must foll bock on the system of pasamount right Where s
w7 Where is the pouwer dehind all beyond all constitutions® What 1
outside of the frame of government?

Can a conststution be altered only by its own terms and i its own
forms? Even ¥ this were conceded 1t cannot apply to Rbode Island
Butsf only this were trte then we have made ot least one step beyond
the doctrnes of the Laybach Circular  We have made one step 1
getting conshitutions that authonze change

The doctnne then would be ANl changes w gosernment must
emamate from those whom the conshitution has mtrusted with the
power to recommend such change  But of 1t alea applies to the case
of Rhode Island then we have not advanced a step beyond the divine
nght of kuogs — only to the divine right of the kmg s charter

They will contend that the Amencan practice has been to make all
changes through the organized government Sach s not the fact It
may be comenent deswrable but it 15 not the wltematam neithert 15
tarde Jtis atmost a question of concurrence betaeen the people
and the government  Where the 3 oters are the great majonty up,,,
moght be m practical operation syficient Bat sappose they do not
concur? Suppose the govenment gets wnto the band of 2 wnonty

2ad won ¢ yield? This provision far concurrence does not take avay



120 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

government and no longer sovereign  For this 1s the vital distinction
between the American principle of free mstitutions and the European
prinaple of legiiimate government

How then can the vahdity of a constitution depend upon the fact
whether the legislature did or did not act first by aliowing the people
to meet 1n convention? On the contrary, we mamntam that gorern
ment 1s subjected to the soveresgnty of the nation the peaple—ond nt
the people or nation made subject to the Government

Now we find the majorty of the people of Rkode Island adopung
a constitution  Must 1t not be treated as an act of the soveram
power? They answer no, because the Assembly refused to request
the convention to meet Then the basts of the defendants’ propossiuon
15 ths

st That when any commonuwealth or state exsts under an organc
Iaw and has created a legislature no comvention with a view tod
change of the organtc law by the whole people, can be nghtfully held
without the previous consent of the legislature however constatuted
and whether chosen by a mumonty or majonty of the whole people

2 That if held without such previous consent, 1t 15 revolutionary
and its acts, thongh ratified by the whole people 1avalid, unauthonzed
and wsurrectionary

In short that the fund 1 lase depends upon the leg
and not upan the people 7% wnference from ths theory 13 unavosdable
#

Tat:

1 That the legilature 1s sovereign and that howeser oppressed
the majority may be under a system of muwonity suffrage, no change
can take place unless the people conguer 1t 1n battle by force or unless
the legislature grants them leave to assemble i convention {0 make
a constitution’

2 That if the majority of the people {or «f all except a guorum of
the legislature and the executne) should attempt by force to put
dovn the government or to change 1t at all without legistatve con
sent this con titutes a case of domestic violence  whch the whole
naval and military forces of the Union may be called out to suppress!

3 That thete are no inherent Iiberties tn the people and the entire
substance must vield to the mere shadow of form
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could enoclude o night of the majorty  With this quahfication the
dependent by the Revolution each mught establish the
i‘;::xal:g;:d?::zpt\nns 1t chose to 38 to the rule which they all
1aid down that the soveregnty resided 1n the people  When they
formzed the Umon and conceded some of the attributes of savereignty
ey yrelded nothung on this pomt except that he United States v;s;:
1o guansite to each State 2 tepublican form of guvemm;m 3
power to frame thew own governmaent, subject only o this himitation
w2 unrt.tncted  Each State mght adopt its own construction as
1o the orgame Law and the nights of vong Tt left each State as an
wdependent tormnupity and the gueston who were the Deople 1
that y was to be d by the but subject
always 1o the nght of the majonty to change the orgame faw  And
however this maxum was restrscted in practice s force was not
destroyed whenever the nghtinl majonty chese toacy
Nere from what source does the rightful magorsty spring? Who are the
feagle? To answer this what was the doctnine promulgated by the
Amencan Revolution? There can be but one geply That the
covereignty in all the free States was placed 1n the whole body of the
adult male population with exceptions and 1n the other States 1n the
whole body of the free white adult males  There 15 no case of 2xcly
o1 of citizens who deranded a voice  The exceptions to the sule in
all these States were Hose persons nok compedent Lo form o contract In
e cla s of Siates thas excluded children under twenty-one yeays
wdiots and msane strangers and womaen  In another ctass of States
slaves are to be added  The reasons of these exclusions it 15 unneces-
sary to drcuss because all our governments wese formed sithout any
fanovition en this common consent of mankind 1 all governrments
But1f a douby were ravsed here st 35 40 argumen in favor of Bimutang ke
sosereagnly 1o a less tiumber than all the adult males  If that argument
138008 1 1s the strongest agamst their theorv  So slaves are excluded

for the same reason that munors and ncoTnpeient persons are becanse
by the kaws of the communst

Y 12 which they ate {ound they ase wea
pable of makung contracts They are not atiens and by no qualifica
vons placed witinn thewr reack can become suck

The ca.e 23 applied to Rhode Tshand or an;

y State where the
rumonty held the right of sufirage and the political pawer would be
parale) only 1 case the pon voters were nat only excluded for want
of quatification bus could mever ecome quabified!
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the reserved night of the people toact  They give all the vahdity azd
not the act calling the convention The form prescribed 15 were
direction to the agents, not a bar to the people If the necesaty
anses the people may act It did anse n Rhode Island 2nd the
peeple acied  The preliminary eall had it emanated from the Assen
bly, could give no valdity or precedent authonty unti the people
voted on 1t and confirmed 1t The confirmation made 1t thectof the
people  But st would have been just as much ther act had they
ongimated the call without the unauthonzed request of the Assembh

Where then was the sovereignty to institute the prelummnary steps
in Rhode Island? The Legslature had no power They cosld grve
no power to the people They had no prionty of recommendation
They i fact only reguested Hence the absurdity of defendant hypek
e51s 15 mamyfest  They say that the people had no power to more 35
abody Weshow that the Legslature had no poner That the hnd
holders the legal voters were the creatures of the Legilatwe and
they had no power as such to give to the Lepstature  Henceit foltows
that of neither the people nor the legal voters had pawer to move only
by consent of the Legslature and the Leguslature had no power to
grant then the power was lost or must be everased merely as recom
mendatory and not as binding and this invohes the absurdity of
reasoning o 8 crcle

The whole force of the argument thata previous act of theassembh
15 mdispensable 1s to affirm i the name of the Legslature as did
Holy Alhes in therr own  you shall not have 2 constitution unless 1t
emanates from our sovereign wil and pleasure

[ToE WHOLE PEOPLE SOVEREIGN]

1t the foregomng positions are well founded they prove that the
peaple w therr aggregate capatity as a politscal community are
sovereign as to govemnment and have a nght to eercise that sover
eigaty and to judge of the occason

“But who constilute the peaple who kold ths severeignty? Is it the legat
voters the whole body of adult males or all the human bewpgs 10 3
State? Standing by itself each ¢ 3 beng ndependent ma}
estabhish 1ts own rules as to qualifications of voters The question
so circumsenbed would be one of convemence and acquiescence It
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nght or rather power {forins iy depends “?““F‘““““ ::‘:’{:Z:l
1570 peht ) tusted 35 1L now does in Russia ot nnc;
15 3he naght of Pevolution as appled to o State of this Unton .

Eyen 1f the nght of revolution 15 conceded i what practical form
does 3t exst under our institutions?

T by revohution 18 meant overthrowing the existing governtnent and
«ctting up another by miary force this 1 no pohtical nght In this
form the same nght eusts to revolutiomze for monarchy ay for
republicanista 1t can enfy be a natural and physical tight the nght
of munonties as well as mapnues T eusts w every despoue of
monaxchical gavernment

It was proclamed 1 the Declaration — looking however toa new
source of soverexgnty i the people A revolution in government not
ke that of 1688 v huch was only a revolution in men and dynasties
But m the Amencan system wn oppostien to the European the
moral was first combmed with the physical and natural nght to resist
oppression It became a votng as well as a Bghung nght Tess the
nght of the people to alter or to abolsh government and to wstitute
ST government

The Confederation of 1777 left the rght of revolution 12 each State
except so far as lunuted by the pledge of perpetual umon and prohubit
ng each State from engaging 1n war without the consent of Congress
The Constitution of the United Siates went favther 1 explamned and
reduced to practice the nght of change of government recogrized 12
the Declaration Tt secured the nght of the people peaceably to
2.semble and to keep and bear arms 1t left 20 them all nights not
concrded It gave to Congress the power of caling forth the mlita
1o execute the laws of the Union suppeess mearrectron and yepe)
invasion and to declare war but no State to engage m war ynless
wnvaded Tt required the United States to guarantee to every State
0 thus Union 2 republ can form of government and protect each of
them agan t mvasion and—an application of the lemislature ete —
2gunst domestic molence

4nQ here we are met with the objection that the revelution n

¢ isand though perfected by voun e
Rhode Tdand though perfected b oung and legislating yet not
4 egisiating

y midtary force agatnst the old government
:nd the threats of the Presdent 1t became rebellzon nsurrection and
omestc violence  So that the moment they mve us the nght of
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The attempt to alarm the South on this pont 1s absurd It 15 £t
necessary, 1 order to sustain the relation of slavery n the States
where 1t exists to lumt the nights of a majority of a free people and
make them the subjects of a mmonty If 1t were 1t would be the
strongest possible argument agawnst slavery! Admt t, and it gives
no securtty to the voters  The phy sical force of the slave to rise tpon
his master remains the same 1n erther case and the recogmuion of the
night of the majority of the whole citizens to form government recog
nizes no more night in the slave to act as a atizen n that organiziton
than does the opposite doctrine

Then having established the posiion that the magority ha e the nght
change the form of government, what 1s the quahty of this pohiscal ngh!

Clearly 1t 1s to be distinguished from mere phy sical force, or supenonty
of mulitary shill or strength, for political power 1s political nght
Power and nght are convertible terms when the law authorizes the
doing of an act which shall be final and for which the agent 18 8ot
responsible

The right to exercise a power 1s a consequence of the possession of
the power But mere physical or military power 1s not necessanly
either political night or moral nght  The distinction 1s clear betwen
a mere night of revolution resting on physical force and a nght of2
majority to change government 1n the exercise of that political sover
esgnty which the majonty of community embodies

In their capacity as the community composing a State the people
have conceded nothmng which 15 not expressly delegated This 15 &
conservative principle n all popular government and 1s a necessary
check upon government 1n order to preserve republican forms

To avoud the force of this reasoming those who have opposed the
People s Constitution in Rhode Island have usually conceded what
they call the sacred nght of revolution as if by that concession
they gave the people ail the rights 1t would do to trust them with
And having conceded this much they make the nght of revolution
depend upon success and thus resolve the whole night into ph)sxml
force
Thus may be a correct view as applied to recogmtions betwees
independent governments but how will 1t apply to our congress of
nations called the United States? Before the confederation this
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to beapactof damestic violence then st rests with the president
tocall ont the whele salitary pawer of the Union ta suppress rey olution
na sngle State

The cxder of the President ta call out the militis might protect the
mbtia but the order must wsue from the Pressdert w conformuty ta
faw 2nd must be executed by afficers duly commissioned through all
the forms of faw ot 1t would be no justification  And if an unreason
able mterference wth State rights 1t would never be submitted to
by the yest of the Union to crush a single State

This diseretionary power of the President can be nghtly ot afely
construed only as applymg to resistance to State or United States
laws plam wmsurrection and rebelhon At best 1t 15 2 dangerous
power and the most alarmng Executive prerogatn e our nstitutons
and public opinion would go far to restrain 1t

But tt need not be conmdesed 1n reference to the Rhode Island
question  However dangerous the power the President did not exer
aseit 10 any form to gve effect to fus constitutional vight of deaision
as ta the eusting cause and 1 any event his acting with ether of
the two Legslatures would deade nothung as to thew constitutional
or legal night and conclude nothing ~ The threat of intecference and
of military demonstration may have compelled the people to abandon
the further support of their government but the President did nothing

urder the provisians or sanction of the Constitution AN hus acts were
private and never consummated

This view has been followed out to test the practical value of what
s called the right of revolution tn the people of a State of this Union
Ttfads and we fall hack upon the great conservatie nght of the peo-
ple the Amencan doctnne of popular government viz that peacefol
;l‘tabsic; t:l[ go‘vemment are provided as the substitute of violence and

ed  for the people possess over our constitat
actag nell asm nght P nettations eonteel1n

The night 15 left to the peopt h

e poons o people wn each State peacefully to 1vassume

government whenever 1t shall become necessa;
ther happuness — and tonstity ol

tenew government laying itsfounda
l(x;x:hm suth principles and organuzing tts power 1 such form as shall
em seers most Likely 1o effect ther safety and hoppinese  Thus



126 S0CIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMUCRACY

revolution, they send the President at the head of al} the troops of
the Unsted States to suppressat

This phrase  domestic violence  becomes most mportant 1 the
construction of this highest of all State nghts the nght to modef asd
remodel its own local mstitutions  We contend 1t can only men
resistance to the statute or common law of a State and hence there
was no case of domestic violence 1n Rhode Island except on the put
of the men of the old government agaimnst the new It was no case of
domestic violence because

1 The whole people there had a night to participate 1 governuent
1t was not a question between slaves and masters subjects and sover
eigns but between the majonity of the citizens who possessed €ven)
avil nght except that of voting wnless they could buy land of the
landholders and the minonty who held the land and restncted suffrage

z In pomt of fact there was no violence and no act done aganst
existing laws of the old government unts) the new constitution w38
adapted

3 In pomt of fact the new constitution was adopted by a majonty
of the legal voters m Rhode Island

Thus fact renders it unnecessary to conssder the question of domestic
wiolence as apphied to the body of non voters in a State formug a B¢~
government aside from the action of the voters Ve do not adout
that the people could have been restrained by laws forbidding ther
meeting but ths 1s another question and we need not copsider 15
effect  It1s enough that all their acts were within ensting laws untd
the new government went intoeffect Then 1t was too late tomterfert

Nowf revolution 1 a State of this Umon necessarily wmy olvesa
case of domestic violence this might of revolution 1s held by the
whole peopie of a State subject to the arbutrary will of the govemor
or the quorum of a legislature of a State and the Presdent of the
United States This would mahe all State institutions subservieat
m effect to the military power of the President  If the fegslature
aze to determme 1o the first mstance whether 3 movement of the
people 1s revolution or  domestic violence  then the right of revolu
tion 15 made to depend upon the legisiature  This brings back the
sosereign poner 1n subserviency to the leguslature for the Tegislatare
will alnays make the power 1t wishes to exercise

Thus if the governor or the lemistature construe a case of ey olutio
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WALT WHITMAN
REFLECTIONS ON DEMOCRACY!
{THE WoORKLNCS OF Desocracy)

¢ 15 THE FASHION of 2 ceftain set to assume to despise politics
and the corruption of patties and the unmanageableness of
the masses they look 2 the fierce struggle and ot the tatde
of principles and candudates and their weak nerves retreat dismayed
from the neighborhood of such .cenes of convulsion  But to our View
the pectacle 1s always a grand one full of the most august and sub~
lime attributes  When e think how many ages volled away whie
pohitical action which nghtly belongs to every man whom God sends
on earth with a soul and a rational mind was confined to a few great
and petty tyrants the ten thousandth of the whole when wesee what
k evils gradually ac lated and how their effect sull
PoL,ONs society 15 1t too much to feel this joy that among s the
whale surface of the body pohtic is expanded to the sun and sir and
each man feels his nights and aects them? “or ought any member of
our Republic to complain as long as the aggregate vesult of such action
15 what the world seesat 13 Do we not behold evolving 1nto bith
from 1t the most wondrous nation the most free from those evils
which bad government causes the really widest extending possessing
the truest niches of people and moral worth and freedom from want
ever yet seen aneath the broad heavens? Weknow well enough
that the worlings of democracy are not always justifable 1n every
trval point - But the great winds that purfy the aw and without

which nature would flag 1nt0 ruin —are they to be condemned because
a tree v prostrated here and there in their course?

[Selected from edit nals wmitten by \Wh trman as editor of he Brook!;
tookiyn D ly
E g asp blshed in C Rodgers and § Black eds T,
i o] J 8 The Gather ¢ f the Forcey
*aprl 70 184y
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right the people have never surrendered, but f they have only the
right of the strongest notlung 1s gawned over old forms of government

They may begin government better, but 1f there 15 a mistake and
the power gets mto the hands of the minonity there 1s no remedt It
s not so  The peaple have the night to pragress as well as to begn
The pyrarmud does not stand upon the apey, but the base

This we bold 1s the true doctrine of Amenican hberttes Ve deny
emphatically, that 1 changes of government the people of the States
m this Union, hold the ‘sacred night of revolution, subject to be
hanged for treason if they fal! This 1s the right of serfs and slaves
Amenican citizens clatm 2 higher night, unaltenable and practical as2
great political right  Not a mere physical night of revolution by foree
which whenever resorted to must be at the risk of all the penalties
attached to an unsuccessful resistance to estabhshed authonty

If then the people of a State are practically deated 2 change by
revolution and can get no change without the previous consent of
the legislature the legeslature and not the people are soveregn it
government and in practice, v hatever may he our theory weare not
a free people  Such a concluston proves that the premises from which
1t foliows cannot be well founded *

#{The opinton of the Supreme Court delwvered by Chief Justie Regee B
Tanty sustawed the decsion of th Curcurt Court 1 the case of Mastin Luther
vs Borden efal and remanded the case of Rachael Luther vs Borden cidl &
the Circmit Coust The opioion was based upon the contention that Halletts
argument was pohtical not judieial In the case of Rachael Luther Assoate
Justice Levs Woodbury prepared a disscating opinton S¢¢ 43 U S Reporls o
for the report and opinsons }
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then  Yo& think 80 {rom two sunple facts One s that the great bady
of workingmen ate more pow ecful and more enhghtened now than
they wete 1 those days The other 15 that thers 15 & mighty and
restless energy thronghont the length and breadth of this nation
tor gowg onward ta the very verge vth our expeniment of popular
freedom
Deuocratic Soccessp

From the days of Washington the course of the Demotratic Party
s been 2 couss of suceess and tnumph  We do not mean that our
pasty bas succeeded 1 every election becau & there are very many
minor contests and some of vast importance m which the Conserva
tnes—under therr vanous names—camied the day  But we rtan to
say that our princsples have advanced wth 2 steady and sure progress
Every vear has added something 1o our political or commerciat knowt
¢edge and decreased thus the hopes of the more Miberat among us by
whom e mean the atizens wany of them as candid and well wshing
asany others who think that exerything 1s to be regulated by law
Ard 1t in this progress and this mvanable addition to the good and
dummotron of the bad 19at we find the aogones of the fnture The
Democracy must stll succeed  Lven the intelhigent Whigs wil) prob-
ably acknowled.,e this and with xl} thewr distrust of the comman
people and of the integnty and utelligence of the masses will kaedly
so degrade thewe own yudgment as to deny th Itkelibood of thoss
masses and the party they attach to welding politseal sway 1 the
aggregate Such thoughts a these are well to dvell wpon the fover

of hus fellows and of the serene p wmerples of politicat truth wil) always
find joy and encotragement m them

{ Tae Brsy GoveRvatet 2¢ Trar Wercn Governs Lyast ¥
1n plaw truth  the people expect too much of the government
Under 2 proper orgameation and even to 2 great extent as thing- are
e wealth and happiness of the citizens could Basdly be touched by
;}:e goverament could nesther be retarded nor advanced AMen must

masters unto themselves  and aat ook to
uve bodres for aid Iy this wide and i ina e

naturally nch co
Bovemment indeed s that which gaverns feast ety thebest
May 3 By

Juy 6 sy
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[THE STREAGTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY]

The democracy of this country never can be overthrown  The true
democratic spint 15 endued with mmortal hfe and strength Que
star ghtters far above, clouds may now and then pass under &, bat
there 1t shines undimmed and untouched, and there 1t wil shine whes
the factions who decry 1t wath all that belongs to them shall be
remembered as the creatures of a day and the offspring of corruption
Nor can the Democratic Party become essentually corrupt either
For true demacracy has withsn itsélf a perpetual sprng of bealth and
punity  In ats very nature 1t s at var with all selfishness and wicked
ness It tempts no man or body of men with siecures or swellng
salapses On the contrary 1ts defenders often have ta bear odium and
reproach they are the marhs at which wealthy wnsolence and super
cthous pride level many an arrow  The leading spunts of the deme-
cratic faith are alway s in advance of the age and they have therefare
to fight agaimnst old prejudices The contest they engage 1 does not
call for brute courage but moral courage — courage that @n stand
unappalied and without gving up the hate of enemes the Juhevam
ness of fnends the ndicule and makce of many a fiippant popI
who thinks humself of better clay than ordwary men Why what bad
Jefferson the Columbus of our pehtical faith to encounter? I oe
are to believe the chronicles of the past he underwent durng what
was called the resgn of terror  the most provohing md gnities both
personaland political Leading Repubhcans wereat that tume taunted
and hooted at n the streets No one we have the authority of Jeffer
son humself for saying can reahze the affliting persecutions and
1nsults they had to brook armud that gloomy perad the admmstration
of the older Adams But restng an thewr own stanch manly hearts
and defended by the breastplate of a righteous cause they faltered
not  Throwng to the winds all fear they came out before the people

ly teachng and expoundmg thew doctrme and openty pso-
Jarmmng the falseness and tnjustice of thew opponents creed  Fot
thewr opponents had a creed  The result was that thev triumphed
And zeshall tnumph  We stand here the inheritors of therr princip'es
and opposed to the same foe — the foe of equal nghts  Democracy
must conquer agam as 1t did then —— and more certainl) than 1t ad

# November 7 1836
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Its AMAZINg 1n thys 3g¢ of the woplg with the Ppasi
€2uses and effecys Lke beacon Lghts behind s that mep show sy
1gnorance not only of the Provinee of 14y, but of the true way 1o
achieye any great reform Why we woulda ¢ gy 5 S1ap for the g9
of the legslalure n forwnxdmg 2 purely mora) resolutiony It mugt
work 1tg #ay through ndividya} t must Spread from 4¢5 own

AUty and mely to the heayyg of men pgy be forceq

the pomnt of the sword or by the staye of the office;

(T Provineg OF Lawjs

We 8enerally expecy 2 great deal 1o, much of lLay,
Taent does poy exercise any thing e the nfluence
OVer us thyy We are apt o Magine Yo p, \
Testing on yg 1 do mapy things which gy,
and of makmng ¢ answer for Much thy
and society are dlszmct) I trygh the reg;

D can pe readier ¢hy, € 0 unite 1, half of 5 TUe measure to
Prevent enne OF 10 reform 4 whery has ong,
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e grown i lhew:ynl
ght to be done by tndivadygyg

oy Coxrrrgy ™ Gon:R.\mE\‘r)’

Ther, great, fallagy o €arth thap 4 oCtnine of Joree ag
2pplied & ment vy, 1 coyrs allude ¢ ysical pop
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dox tha; a ity IS Breater than my, t frcquenll) San lang
Multyp), law se thy Ple ryleq by Teguo, tangled
tatutes 304 therg o ROt near 55 Much hy, ony (the am of gy iod
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One pamt however must not be forgotten — eught ta be put before
the eyes of the people every day and that 15 aithough government
can do little positive good to the people, st may do an wmense deal of
harm  And here 15 where the beauty of the Democratse prinape
comes 11 Democracy would prevent all this harm It would have
no man s benefit achieved at the expense of lus neighbors It would
have no one s ights nfringed upon and that after all 1s pretty much
the sum and substance of the prerogatives of government How
beautiful and harmonious 2 system! How 1t transcends all otber
codes as the golden rule i its brevity transcends the ponderous
tomes of phiosophic lore! While mere polticzans m thew panes
munds are sweating and fuming wath thesr complicated statutes this
one single rule rationally construed and apphed 15 enough to form
the starting pomt of all that 15 necessary n government {0 moke 80
ntore Iaus than those useful for preventing a man or body of men Jrort
wnfringing on the rights of other men

{GovervuEnT No MEDDLER}

It 15 onty the novice in political economy who thunks it the duty of
government to make its Qtizens happy  Government has ne such
office To protect the wesh and the minority from the ynpositions of
the strong and the majonty to prevent any one from positisely
working to render the people unhappy (if we may so expressit) 10 do
the labor not of an offictous ntermeddler 1 the affairs of men but of
a prudent watchman who prevents outrage — these are rather the
proper duties of a government

Under the speaious pretext of effecting  the happiess of the whole
community  nearly all the wrongs and mtrusions of got ernment have
been carned through The legislature mas and should when such
things fall m 1ts nay lend s potential nexght to the cause of vurtue
and happiness but to legislate m direct behalf of those objects &
never avatlable and rarely effects any even temporary benefit Indeed
sensble men have long seen that  the best govemment 1s that which
governsleast  And weare surpnsed that the spint of this maxim s
not oftener and closer to the hearts of our domestic feaders

sApnlg 2818



WALT WITAN 133
{Tas, Memop or Rerom)’

1 this age of the world with the past and all i
c::sc]: :::!m :;fas like beacon hights behid us that men show such
rgoorance not only of the province of Yaw but of the true way to
achieve any greae reform Why e wouldn t give a snap for the aid
of the legislature 1 forvasding 2 purely moral revolutiont It must
work (ts way throngh individual munds ¥t must spread from sts own
beauty and melt mto the heasts of men not be forced upon them at
the posnt of the sword or by the stave of the officer

{Tue Provinee op Lan}t

¢ generally expect a great deal too much ol law ~ AReralt gorem
ment does Nt exeraise any thing bke the mfluence for good or for et
over us that we are apt to tmagme Ve have grown in the way of
resting on 1t to do many thar gs which eught to be done by i dadaals
and of makng it arsver for much that socrety alone (for government
ard soety are distinct) is 1 truth the responsible authorof Ak no
war can be readrer than we to unte tn behalf of a true measure to
prevent cnme or to seform st where 1t has once been allowed to get
headway! Bt we would hunt immoraliey 1n sts recesses sn the 1ndh
widual heart and grapple with it there dut nof by lawe  We would
direct our blows at the substance not th shadow

[0v Coxprrsiav s Goveeswe )t

There 15 not 2 greater fallacy on eatth bam the doctnne of foree as
spplied 1n government  We of course altude 1o the physical not
mozal force—to compulston 25 3t may be called though 1t very
seldom compels the effe t 1t degires Everybody knows the old para
r{z\xﬂ lha‘! ‘amne isgreater than much  Sa st requently s in Jaws

tiply laws confuse the e rule
statutes and thece unotnezf’:p oy o of oy e

s much farinon) {the 31 of all good
government) a though laws were few stople and generalt ¢
March 18 1846
March 27 1840

No ember 1y 1848
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One point, however must not be forgotten — ought to be put befoz
the eyes of the people every day and that 15 although government
can do hittle possfive good to the people 1t may do an tmmense dedof
kerm And here 1s where the beauty of the Democratic princple
comes it Democracy would prevent all this harm It would have
no man s benefit achieved at the expense of hus neighbors It would
have no one s nghts infringed upon and that after all 1s pretty much
the sum and substance of the prerogatives of gosernment How
beautiful and harmonious a system! How 1t transcends all other
codes as the golden rule in sts brevity transcends the ponderous
tomes of philosophic lore! Whle mere poliicians in thei natow
munds are sveating and fuming vath their comphicated statutes thes
ane single rule ratwnally construed and apphed 1s enough to formr
the starting pomnt of all that 1s necessary n government 1 make 50
more laus than those useful for preventing o man or body of men fror
snfringing on the »3ghts of other men

{GoveErmuENT No MEDDLER]

It 15 only the novice tn political economy who thinks it the duty of
government to make wts atizens happy  Government has no such
office To protect the weak and the minarty from the impositions of
the strong and the majonty to prevent any one from positisely
worhing to render the people unhappy (f we may so express 1t) tado
the labor not of an officious intermeddler 1n the affaus of men but of
a prudent watchman who prevents outrage — these are ratber the
proper duties of a government

Under the specious pretest of effecting  the happiness of the whole
commumty  nearly all the wrongs and mtrusions of gos ernment have
been carned through The legislature may and should when such
things fall 1 1ts way lend its potential wexght to the cause of virtue
and happmess but to lemslate m direct behalf of those objects 18
never available and rarely effects any even temporary benefit Indeed
sensible men hate long seen that  the best government 15 that which
governs least  And we are surpnised that the spurtt of this maxum 18
not oftener and closer to the heasts of our domestic leaders

tApnl 4 1846
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(T Oto Wortp AvD YoE NER]?

Let us not think because we are 2head of the tyranmical system of
(he D3 Yoorld that we of the New have no advance to make Every
season wndeed witnesses a great onward movement even now Some
twenty years since and the doctnne of unsversal suffrage was 3 bold
and dangerous doctrine 1n the eyes of many who thought they yielded
to none 1 their democracy  In Leggett s time he was persecuted
and “read out for darng to question the mfallibility of banks and
bigh tanf  Yet what has the progress of 2 lew arcng suns done
toward opemng the munds of men $o yecesve these heresies’ la less
than twenty years from this tme we venture to predict with every
assurance of safety the nation will find boldly promulgated m its
midst and supported by numerous and powerful advocates notions
of law government and socl custom ag diffecent {tam the present
day as Leggelt s and Jeflerson s to those of past ages  We mast be
canstantly pressing onward every year throwing the doors wider and
wider 2nd catrymg cur experument of democratic freedom 1o the very
ve ge of the homt

The old and moth-eaten systems of Europe bave had their day, and
that evenung of thewr existence which 1s nigh at hand will be the token
of 2 glanave dawm for the down trodden people  Here we have
planted the standard of freedom and bese we will test thecapacities
of men for sell-government  We will see whether the law af happuness
and preservation wpon each individual acting durectly upon humself
benot a safer dependence than musty charters and time worn preogr
e e oy ey

05t fearless a
systems of pakicy that men would speak of a); ‘heirgzm; ﬂ:
mclré:s b;f f:;:or \eryl danger fest they might be scouted as worse
which has (?t\'ﬂ l;c:\na gt Rackneyed bug bear theme
presented an it f2uness to the people of thus
Republic~will 1w course of tune see the hight hete and
santhion of popular favor and Bo wto practical pla: et the
play  Norlet us fear
that s may result inkarm Al that we sy of freed
begunning but an experment e b Y om was in the
by the phantom of th e been long encugh fnghtensd
Tending stonge e past let us dare to know that we sre out of
Tuly 18 3346
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[THE TRUE OFFICE oF GOVERNMENT]!®

One of the favorite doctrine of leading Whigs teaches the mtricacy
and profundity of the science of government According to them
the most elaborate study and education are required 1n any one wbo
would comprehend the deep mysteries the hidden wonders, of the
ruling of a nation and the controlling of a people Nor 1s this doctriae
confined altogether to the Whigs many 1n our own ranks acknowled,¢
1ts truth and nfer from its premises  We have Democrats and not
obscure ones etther, who hesitate not to act {(whatever they may sn)
i1 2 manner achnowledging assent to the same views Really how
ever the principles that he at the root of true government are not
hard of comprehenston  The error lies 1n the desire after managemen!
the great curse of our legislation every thing 1s to be regulated and
made straight by force of statute  And all this while evils are accumt
lating 1n very consequence of excessive management The true office
of government 1s simply to preserve the nghts of each ctizen from
spoliation when 1t attempts to go beyond this 1t 1s mtrusne and does
more harm than good

{AuerIcA s Furure GLory[!

Thirty years from this date Amertcs will be confessed the first
nation on the earth  We of course mean that her power weaith and
the happiness and virtue of her atizens will then obtamn a pitch which
other nations cannot favorably compare with Her immense ternton
1s filling up with a rapidity which few eyes among us have realized
And back of what can possibly be filled up i fifty years lay enormous
untravelled plans and forests fat of their own niches and capable of
sustaung nations like the greatest in Europe The mind 1s lost
contemplating such mcalculable acres and the lover of hus race whose
fellowship 15 not bound by an open or dividing Ime yearns that the
degrading starving and ignorant ones of the Old World whatever
and whosoever they are should be transplanted thither where thewr
cramped natures may expand and they do honor to the great humamty
they so long have been a blot upon

1 January 2 1847
1 November 24 1846
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{Wortp DEMoCRACY]®

Ram 15 not drunk m more eagerly by the parched earth than the
ears of men, for the past fifty years have listened to those doctrnes
that wonld increase their political nights and that teach smprosement
mr govermng  The progress of this democratic yearmng for a better
state bids fair to place the American people tnenty yearsbence—by
elevating humanity itself, and disregarding mere wealth and crcum
stances by a v halesome pruntag of too much and too meddlesome Liws
~—as far beyond what they now are as nhat they now are 1s beyend
what they were seventy yearsago  There must be continual additions
to our great experiment of how much Iiberty societs will bear And
not only here on our own beloved sol 1s this democratic feehng
nfusing tself and beconung more and more powerful The loser of
hus race he whose good will 15 not bounded by a shore or a dvison
Iine looks across the Atlantic and exults to see on the shotes of Europe
a restless dissatisfaction spreading wider and wider evers day  Lom
enough have priestcraft and hingeraft stalked over those lands clothed
1n robes of darkness and wielding the instruments of subjection The
age of iron rule 1s passing away A few drvine spurits there are who
dared royalty even 1n its own stronghold and the Pen shows seself
mughtier than the Scepter The moth eaten and age-decayed fabr¢
of kingly government has been and now 15 attached on all sides and
by the ablest champions It 1s a strong caste a structure of the feudal
tiunes yet 1ts enemues are stronger Long did 1t resist all encroach
ments firmly did 1t defy every besieger loudh from its battlements
came the shrill laugh of defiance and scorn insofently flaunted 1ts
banners in the breeze But the time 1s arnved when 1t can no fonges
wathstand the uatted force of truth and mught  Tower after tower
falls The gates have been broken m and the laugh of defiance 18
changed to a disturbed look of apprehension  The citadel self even
now yields to a hundred lusty blows — and the pertod will ere many
years be here when every vestige will be swept anas!

4 October 8 1846
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STEPHEN SIMPSON
POLITICAL ECONOVY AND THE WORKERS*

NEw TREORY of poltical econamy 8t the present day and from
the pen of an Amenican may b?) some be considered as & bold
and hazardous undertaking Adventure and peril howerer are

the charactenstics of our country  Its physical features ace stamped

with an energy and grandeur that mvite to imutation Iis moral

Tustory and 1ts pohtical career are equally distigwshed for pend of

achievement and novelty of execution  We are confessed to have

achieved asanation what no other people would exer have attempted

"The career of mtellect of stience and of arts hies in broad characters

befare us and 1t may surely be permtted to the most humble aspirant

to add to the common stock of knowledge and of happiness

Tt has been left to the people of the United States to present to the
world for the first twme 2 sell formed governm nt whose basis way
established i the equal nghts of man avil equality and common
privileges and whose end was the general prospenty wrtee and hap-
piness of the people  The Declaration of Amencan Independence was
the first forma) annunciation to the world that all men were bom
equally free vith equal clams to the pursut of happiness and with
upzhenable nghts to self-government This truth once proclumed
fashed comviction on every mind It became an ohvious and self
evident axiom the moment it was uttered 1t was tecewved by all dis
puted by none and now constitutes a manm i government as well
as philosophy which exery people pant ta redute 1o practice as the
only road to Liberty ceason affluence and felity

WNothing more was required than uch a basis of goverament 10
i:‘:‘:f x;‘::“fu';l pn’;:nu and eultivate to 1he nimost perfection the
ey el u:: ere Was 3 grandeur a noble exaltation 1 the

gave to every man hus full altitude and dimenswns

{From The Rork g df w33 wal a Mew Theory of Poluscal Ecorom;
Prnc gl ] 2 o 'y on the
Duxrﬁua{:, I fﬁiﬁfﬁé‘;{ s (MBaddpha 1831) - Preumasary

3
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{\atvre PROVIDES Prevrronns]

The shgbtest observation Wil satusfy the most prejudiced and
sceptical mind that nature has superabundantly suppl ed the industry
of man wth the means of unwversal comfort We behold a demon
stration of the fact w every form of luxury every object of mag
mificence every refinement of pleasure every waste of not and sensu
ality every monument of pude every display of vanity every gor
geous decoration of wealth pomer and awhition  We hebald the
proof mn the lord of ten thousand acres tortured on s sick couch by
the agonues of repletion whilst the laborer fumshes at his gate we
Bebold 1t 1n the luxunous capitalist swellng with the overweenng
pride of overpampered opalence whibst th  bearts that fobored to
produce hus wealth shrver and famnt with musery and want or drag out
2 protracted lfe of endless tail bla tung exmstence by the desparc exen
of 2 bare competence  But unfortunately for the human famaly, this
abundance of nature and this mdustry of man are alike unavailing to
s bappiess What God has spread befote us as the reward and the
property of hum whose fobor shall bring 1t into use government
unjust despotic proud all-graspig government has ordamed shall
belong 1o those who pever labior and for whose exclusive benefit the
laborer shall toil for ever Thus do buman wststutsons founded on
tyranny or perverted from thewr onginal prinaiples of justice destroy
and arcument the beneficence of beaven or whese those mstitn
tions are conge 1l to equty customs and usages devolved from a
prioy aye and a different government wrest the frust of mdustry from
the mouth of lsbor and heap 1t s the overBowing storehouse of the
patron or lard proprietary of the monarch whose royal charter super
seded the decrees of justice and the laws of nature

{Sovreys or InequALiTY)

From ont extremty to the other of this vast Union the ongm or
the conquest emanated from England. The oyl charters of the
Bratush monaschs form the first tile 1o most of the sod of the Unyted
States Here ne discover at one view the entwe ongm of those
unequal landed estates which even 1 this country have reduced the
nd stoous agnesiturabist 1o (he degradation of 2 mere vassal to some
svoer afluent and sdle patroon and which 1n the best effects they
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The mind expanded to unlimuted conceptions under the conscousness
of a truth which removed all barriers to the progress of genws taleat
industry and science In theory at least, all distnction was anniht
lated except that which arose from mertf and the public mind assumed
a corresponding tone and took a congenial spring 1n the path of bold
mvestigation and untried research  The action of self government
mfused activity energy and decision into our character whie the
theory of cvil equality nspired a daring of ambition muxed with
virtue that aspired to reach every perfection both of hnowledge and
of arms and pluch from the faded escutcheon of feudal Europe the
brightest gems that ghttered 1n her wreath of martual glory or adorned
her temples of science with the spoils of fame

With such a Declaration of Independence with such constitutions
formed on prmnciples purely 1dentical, and theoretically 1mparting 10
the heart the fondest dreams of perfect Liberty blessed mitha fertde
soil a frugal government and a disposition to cultivate happuness of
bow down mto content 1t 1s not surprising that a long pertod should
elapse ere the mconsistencies and discrepancies betneen our theorett
cal constitutions and feudal lans and customs should be discovered
exposed and resisted The mere acqusttion of independence, the
novelty of an untried condition, the glow of fervid patriotism and the
heats of parts conflicts would long engross attention and heep 1t from
too close a scrutiny nto the actual condition of the great mass of the
community It was natural that joy and satisfaction should be
mnspired upon having escaped some of the mntense Oppresstons of
European systems without feeling a restless cunosity to ascertan
whether the abstract doctrines of government had actually been
reduced to practice so as to secure the kappiness of the mony snstead
of mumistering lo the benefit of the feu! All advantages and sttuations
are comparative all advances to knowledge are progressne and all
changes leave the mind 1n tranquillity and repose long after their
oceurrence  But acquisitions soon grow famuliar and when enjoyed
speedily satiate  We desire to go forward m the race of human des
tiny and reahize the full conception of happiness that we deem attam
able to our nature but this desire can only anse after the flush of
conquest and liberty has passed over the heart leaving it cool
composed and refreshed by the breezes of reflection and philosophy
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tersms that ou ht to be synonymous Jubies that ought to mux
::: (l;lmd 110 one ends that oy are attained when bath are accom
Plished and 10 tarmy them wto frwtion no pseudo-partiality ought
tobe permutted to mterfere Uahappdy and toour eternal detnment
11 Was P d at the very o of the government. Cur
great statesman Jefferson has boldly svowed that 1t wis for the
purpose of asstrallatng our tostitutions o these of that monarchy and
erectirg & throne on the rums of our Tepublic but I should rather
qefex this 2buse ¢o Blnd admiration than to debberate treason to
ppeasable cupidity 1n 2 p rather than to the
frenzied designs of msatiable ambition
Tostself orats consequences the funding syster of a1l the perversions
of this equitable government 1 especially oppressive to the chuldren
ol labor X st did nat coette 8 fiscal necessity 1t at least afforded &
pliusible pretest for the banking system that frunful mother of
unutterable affiction to the sons of industry which brought us at ane
fatal step mto the vortes of English anstocracy overgrown lortunes
and opeless poverty tdxation through ali the elements of existence
and speculation to the utter grrding down of the producer ta pamper
the fortunes of the rich and swell the hoard of the speculator  The
bdanking systers and the funds are 1n the fiscal world precisels what
the rayal grants were 1 the landed wnterest  They created even o
giater mequahity of fortune by means roore nefarious as well 28 more
permcous far they laved 1 tax duestly upen every commodity pro-
duced by labar which tax became inmedutely absorbed wto the
pocket of the capatalist  So that what England did through her royal
charters and grants an eeedent o the Revolution our own Aristocracy
delbentely commmted thraugh the funding and banking systews
whose results upan the bappiness 50d comfort of an mdustnions and
free people mast be estimated fully as calamutous 1 respect to labor
:s 'ht( conseqenres that would attend the subjugation of the country
y 3 foreign kung who should pastyt o the praperty of the conquered
people among s chiefs and followers 1n large and princely domains

thus creating o monopaly of land and
capital whuck woul
upon their awn terms of bare snbslﬁtenci el st laboc

m'l‘hus fax then wepercenve our canstitution of eguol raghts to be the
erest untenanted skeleton of lberty that yhe imagnaton of man
can concesve which by ws operation creates anstocracy  prvileges



140 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

produce, are so pernicious to the population of the country by retard
ng 1ts settlement and so mjurious to those v hose labor gnes them
all the real value they possess Chiefly, however, are they fo be
deplored because they create wealth mdependent of ment or industry
and so far tend to unhinge government from its only true and sub-
stantial foundation, by creating an anstocracy whose ongin 1 the
royal patent for lands they never saw and can never ull. Whea we
know that the inequahity of wealth 15 the cause of msery to thoussrds
this wdentity of condition, on our part, to that of England must 2t
once lead to reflections that inspire as much of degradation as they
tend to stumnulate to reform

It must ever form a subject of amazement and regret to succeeding
generations that at the era of the Declaration of Independerce or at
that of the adoption of the Federal Constitution the common law of
England and the royal grants and titles to Jand were not mstanth
and tatally abohshed as of na force and irtue under the new goven
ment Such a measure, more than all others now tn the power of the
people would have established society on the true basis of ment snd
Iabor m the citizen and tended by 1ts own weight to equalize prop-
erty on a scale of equitv and comfort and to adyust the wages of labor
m a manner conducne to the general happiess

Nextm magmtude as one of the parents of that unequal distribution
of property and that unjust principle of distribution which no pre-
vail was the estabhishment of the funding system another fungus of
the corrupt institutions of a kingdom from which we had declared 2
sominal independence at the same time that we retamned with obstinate
nfatuation alt her moral civil, and pohitical cancers under the false
upression that descent propinquity a common ongin 2nd 3 €O
mon language ought to excite a sympathy and an emulation that
would blind us to thewr vices and so consecrate their errors as to mabe
1t the duty of a Jund of filia] afection to adopt them without examl
nation, resting satssfied wath the uncontested fact that ther English
chayacter alone fully entitled them to our maphest approbation Whilst
I feel no disp sution to deprecate or detract from a proper feeling of
amty towards a foregn kingdom once the fountamn of the blood that
curcles and plays in our own vens vet that feeling ought never to
sanction Enghsh etror or lead us to adopt Enghsh corruptions  The
duty tmposed on us now 1s that of seff happiness as well as self govern
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To be a gentleman and to wark were utterly as mmmpa\ﬁ:\: :;(:
aspire to rank and possess the faculty of wruing anignoranct ol . d\‘
1 the mddle ages was generally confounded with servle bibor  Tdle
pess the pleasures of the chase and the bavoc of war o the penls
of pes.onal combat were then as now connidered as the peculiar occu
pation of the nobles and gentry  To be useful was to be degraded
and when we conmder that even wrifing was considered a disgrace
because 3t required labor we may conceive upon what whims of
opinton and customs of tymany tested the whole system of ranks
les and distinctions  Yenting was then confined to the lower order
of monks who were termed clerks a term whuch s even yet considered
derogatory as assocsatmg ideas of meanness and sernility  but now
wnting howeser when sepatated from the last mentioned degrada
uon 1s consndered not only creditabile but 1s boasted of as a mark of
distnction aad honor which shows upon what fnvolous grounds the
whole system of rank rests  To labor for another even among us of
the mneteenth century 18 held as disreputable whilst to kabor for
ourselves wipes away the shigma of reproach  In this dusbirctian we
behold th cause and ongm of that 1gnomuny and depression which
B3s been cast upon the wotking da.ses  In all countnies except this
they are thestaves serfs or .ervants or the descendants of that class
stamped with the features of hard tod and hard usage mental sgnor
ance brutal pasion and sunted nounshment thew occupation 18
associated with the wdea of thewr condition and because bondage
degrades cramps and degenerates man lybor shares in the same dis
grace because 1t 15 a part of the slive  Even m Russia and other
countries of the present day our own {in the Southern Slates) not
excepted labor 1s chielly confined to the slaves and few tor! unless
scourzed to the task by thtwr rosters  The condition of the working
classes of Grest Bntam 1s little better than that of the Amencan
slaves or the Russian serfs of whnch elass they are the descendants
beanng aboat them all the hereditary hardships tod famune and
'gnurance whach habut and tradition reconcile them to endure of
““A‘—:t : ralitary Eovemiment compes thera to abmit to
1t appears mdubitably ta be awing to the ex;

combiged with lahor from the eagheot (E the fatest k:;:t:( :!f\:h;e‘:‘y
that ndustry and tod have become associated with b’_\sehg:: ;nd
degradation 1 would seem that nothing more was necessary to
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extortion monopoly and overgrown fortunes and which by its letier
declares that equality of nghts shall be guaranteed to all and the
pursuit of happmess be a common boon secured to industry by the
equity of her principles and the simplicity of her lans

Such are the defects of orgamc law, practical government aod
property, which are thrown as obstacles mnto the path of the working
man  In themselves these are formidable enough to mtimdzate the
most wntreptd champion of reform But when are superadded o
these the obstacles of opmion prejudice the long descended prejudice
of antiquity finging the odium of servility upon the head of labor 1
extorts a doubt of success even 1n the very moment 1t excites the soul
to dare all penls 1n so laudable a tash  Antigusty! The word exates
the most pleasing and sublime association but on this subject 1t gves
nse to the most humihating and degrading thoughts Happuly Ans-
totle hnew httle of the true principles of political economy and we
may pardon the ignorance of a people on that score, whose occupaton
was war and whose recreation was pleasure who spent their hours
alternate devotion to the muses or sacnifices to their gods!

[Ricurs oF Propuckrs)

From the earliest epachs of crvilized society after sts matunty from
the pastoral to the commercial state the producers of wealth have
with few exceptions and httle vanation been degraded to the conds
tion of slaves serfs vassals or servants and this degradation has even
extended up to the present age In Greece the mechanies and artisans
with the exceptions of those branches mntimately connected nath litera
ture and science such as sculpture and pain ing were mostly slaves
The same degrading custom was also peculiar to Rome 1n her first
ages until the practice of manumission and the rewards and honors
decreed to valor 1n the field gradually wore out some of the stamn and
ignominy attempted to be put upon those whose lives were devoted
to use¢ful labor in the state  All barbarous nations or those just emerg
ing from the dark era to the twalight of civilization have been remark
able for the same confinement of labor to the class that was held 10
bondage The Germans the Gauls and the Britons had therr serfs
to whom were confined the duties of all servile labor from the drudgery
of the workshop to the more blightsome totls and cares of agriculture
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vl stock and landed The enmuty and contrast in 2l
Y{,m,: ZS:; anse Srom a fegal dufference of wnterest and the active and
passie wembers of this fraudulent system are cistinetly designated
by the wealth and porerty 1t diffuses In England every seventh
person draws support from the ponsh 2 some penod of Tus We

exclusive af those who submut to musery 1 preference to the humiha

tion of asking chanty *

Tndependent however of thus conclusve authonty upon the subject
1t 15 obvivws on the very face of our ofganic laws that 1t was never
desigoed by the people who framed this gavernment 1o grant the
pawes that Law should regulate the dustnbution of wealth instead of
mdustry 1 use the term Law as a genenc word ewbracing all the
detauls that affect the distnbution of wealth such as money ed corpora
tions chartered monopolies and that endless chain of levers which
‘move industry 1o empty her gauns 1nto the Jap of coprtal and which
effectually frustrate and defeat the grand object of rational self
gorernment on the basis of individual freedom and personal ment

The distinctive features of the foudal systems of Europe which we
bave m form and m fact essentially repudiated ate those of entouls
nobility huerarchy monopolies whuch are svnonymous to the distni
bution of wealth by Law instead of 1ts distnbutian by the same power
which 18 alone active 1n 1ts production ndustry and lebor  Having
shaken off renounced and branded those sy stems of antiquated bar
‘bansm and monkish supersution by all the great lead.ng dacuments
of our national existerce we are bound by the highest and most vacred
ties of moral religions and pohtical obligation to brung the condition
of the people 1n respect to the wages of Iabor and the enjoyment of
competence 19 level with thesr abstract poltucal nghts which nghts
1nply necessarily the possession of the property they may prodece
on prnaiples of equity congenial to the equal rights guaranteed by
the organic law T substitute Law for the distnbution of labor 15 to
wtroduce the chief feature of the feudal sy stems of Europe into the
free self formed and equitable republic of this country and amounts
toa vutual yepeal of the very frst prnciple of the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitutions of the Unon and the States.

gﬂ:::y however for the itegnty of these mstitutions and the

ohn Tay
TSI At s Py e G of 1
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reverse the character of the productive classes in public estm.tt 2
than to confine labor to a communtty of freemen and abolsh eveny
vestige of bondage and servitude  This 1t must be acknowledged 1
an indispensable prerequusite to divesting labor of dugrace and mvest
g 1t with deas of honor and ment, hut 1t cannot be deemed entueh
efficient 1 stself  Other causes must combine to produce this salutary
revolution, previous to considering which, however let us retum to
that auspicious feature 1n our Constitution to which I alluded at the
commencement of this essay

This 15 the only free government whose organic lans are sustawed
by the mixture of slavery and labor Here for the first tme we
behold a country whose mechanics laborers farmers, and operatives
are all elgible to the highest posts of power where they may cam
equality with Lings and emperors and for a tume be equally as absclute
and mughty 1 wielding the engines of human destiny  Labor b ugs
neither disqualification nor stigma upon the ctizen of the United
States i a poltical capacity His rights are confessed recorded
and pracused honor may be hus 1f gentus seconds hus efforts, and fame
may be won by him without restriction of law

On the part of political right then the producer suffers no disparage
ment from our free constitutions whose efficiency 1s allowed to be
complete both 1 theory and practice

Another question, however anses Did the Constitution intend o
provide for nothing beyond mere polstical right? Does not the pohtical
embrace necessanlly the moral equalify?  Does 1t not declare that
equahity 1s the basis of the whole social compact and that all laws
and regulations customs and usages shall bear equallv upon all the
members of the community? Hence the remarks of a celebrated
writer upon the principles of our Constitution  The 1dle who seth
for wealth by chartering laws are wiser than their equalising brethren
Law has never been able to produce an equality of property where
industry ewusts but 1t can produce 1ts monopoly  Our policy rejects
its application to both objects and our constitutions unequusocally
disclose an opnton that civil hiberty depends uporn Jeartng the distrs
bution of property to Industry hence laws for this end are as unconshiu
tional as those for re establishing king lords and commons Legad
wealth and hereditary pover core twmn principles  These frauds beget
all theparties orfactions of aivil society suchas patrician and plebeisn
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interests the sacnfice of
demagoguces Lo the llmn?i?\:efn‘::;:?sl Lured on by the cant of
thex m;: aﬂd th:f zsl;e:led patnonsm and the hollow promise of
pa?,) n: : :m?;ghave ‘Josed thewr ey es 23 well as thewr understandings
‘l): \f:e diccp\xon of {he game whach made use of them and their inter
ests for the sheer and exclusive benefit of an aspinng demagogue
who when his purpose was obtamed cast the squeezed orange from
hut with undisserbled contempt Tt 15 to be hoped this epoch of
defusion 15 rapidly passing mnto the waste of oblvion never to be
recalled and that the produters of wealth will now be retnforced by
the former deluded folloners of faction to second theie reforms and
ad them wn their Iabors A little reflection and inquiry cannot fail to
produce this hughly deswrable result  Let us progress a httle further
mn this investigation
Persona} part ex are at all tmes and under all circumstances highly
dangerous and often pros e fatal to the bberves of a free people They
are founded on selfishness and 1m usurpation and abuses
They first lead to the obscunty of punciples and gradually produce
a total obliteration of all the great landmarks which are founded on
the fundamental differences of government and engraven on the
malienable rights of man  Alter confounding 1 this manner all
distmctions betaeen nght and wrong justice and oppression freedom
and bondage they soon tead to beget 1n the popular mind a total
apathy or ind.fference to whatever refates to poltical affarrs  What
s radically erroneous or permicious 15 often glossed aver as nght and
adopted by afiection or reve ence for a name what ss nefarious 1n
princple and even fnghtful 1n 1ts consequences 15 glten welcomed
chenshed and pramoted withowt reflection or mqury because 3
voice gilded with popularty has suggested its performance  Afen of
conflicting views isteconcilable pri. ciples and ncompetent munds
are huddled together 11 per onal parties for a moment untd some
shoeh. of inverest severs them wder than ever with embittered any

slosity and agyravated feellos or 1f they cohere alter the first
collsion 1t 35 at the ncreased e

pense of all that 1s northy of esteem
and admiration 1o the human character Honesty 18 sacnificed to
evpediency truth to self mterest patriati m to ambition and public
Vute to private aggrandiement  Honor and right can never tolerate
suck heterogencous associations The rost catlous and adront knaves
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perpetuny of the great doctrimes upon which they ase based we
possess 4 redeemming trait 1 our government which opens wde the
channels through which the people may enter to produce a conformtt
of practice to principle TLegslatne abuses ate never besond the
corrective control of 2 people whose suffrages pmperl} chrected by 2
Judicions concentration can penodically annul remove and recreatt
the power that 1s abave the laws and mold the popular sorerarnty
to 1ts own will and pleasure  Let the producers of labor but onct
fully comprehend their njuries and fully appreciate their strength 2t
the polls and the present oppressive s stem will vamsh lhe the msts
of the morning before the nising sun ‘The power to remed the ol
1s unquestionable 1t resides the producers of wealth who constitol¢
5o overw helming & majonity of the people when not carned away B
the snfatuation of factzot the deluston of persomi alleguance and the
yain pursmt of phantoms of liberty which are no sooner tout
than they melt tato air lewng the wretched fofloner to pewad s
disappomntment and execrate s fatmtr

[DerECTS OF PARTY SystEN]

“\othing of a public nature at the present era ¥

attention of the people as the fallacious structure and permeit
tendency of the parties now 1n vogue whose foundations ar¢ as futde
as thew results are nugatory to the great body of the peop‘c neutber
advanang the good of the nation nor the prospenty of her citens
but blindhy munstenng to the avance ambition oF pride of some
temporary 1dol who 1s norshpped one day and immolated o8 the
nett A party grafted purely on princuple has pever yet engro
the ardent people of this excited country that of 1798 approviead
nearer to such & party than any other butits principles were 50 5008
perverted s object so soon merged ito meere personal yiews an
the honest people were so 5003 duped by unprineipled 1 aders that st
could scarcely lay @ clatm to punty of feeling or soar to patriotism of
purpose  Stce that era faction has rapidly generated facion o
grovelhng views and unholy ends so as to cause pahuml collisions
to fester mto mere cancers upon the body politic eating into ther
witality and spreading disease and death over the whole face of our
mstitutions Yt have the people been enticed 1nto their support by
plausible professtons of leaders and the wheedhing arts of 1n5ICere

s so wortht of the
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naval aganst land power the former would 1if backed by ade
quate air power, retamn most of its traditional dectsive nfluence
as long as the contmental power were limuted to the present com
munyst territory and would retain part of its influence even if
that territory were extended to include some of the key areas 1t
now lacks

But wars are not won by matenal and miltary force alone
wndispensable as these are In the end wars are won by the
vigor and the perseverance of the combatants and these depend
upon their conviction of fighting for a cause worth the sacnifices
1t requires All great wars sooner or later reach a stage of military
equiibnum 1t 15 then that the mental and spiritual factors start
to domnate the outcome They cannot by themselves defeat guns
and tanks but when guns and tanks get deadlocked it 1s the
spunt which tips the scales It cannot be subdued by brute force
The body can be torn asunder by gunfire and crushed by tanks
but the spint escapes unconquered to raspire hundreds who
follow In the end the spint always wins out

It 15 this fundamental truth which 1s mvanably overlooked by
the dictators of all times 1t 1s the spint for which their secret
police hunt because 1t escapes ther orders their concentration
camps their mcinerators

As long as there 1s one soul alive who refuses to submt to the
almighty power of Party and State the creative spinit 1s not
extinguished and will one day rise agamn to nspire men to revolt
against tyranny

In the struggle with communism the democracies have on their
side two forces to which the spint has always rallied and on
which dictatorships have invanably shattered freedom and

religion
Freedom

Ever since the birth of mankind man has craved freedom—the
night to hve to think to worship according to his convictions,
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he has been endowed by lus Creator with the vnabenable night
tolife hiberty and the pursust of happuess

In our tme tius age-old 1deal has taken on a new meamng It
means freedom from certain blessings of the totalitarian regunc
the hnock. on the door 1m the mght, the departure from which
there 15 no return the spymng of sons on fathers of wites on
busbands the fear of uttening a word that will provoke the
wiath of the Party the concentration camp summut of scien
tifically appled cruelty

These notions have scant sigmificance for those who have up
10 now had the pnivilege of escaping hfe under a totalitanan
regme All the more bitter 15 their sigmficance for those who
bave not been so fortunate To them the daily prayer God
make us frec” 15 more essential than “Gnve us our daily bread
It s the mner tragedy of freedom that the call for freedom will
always rally to 1ts banner those craving it, but they disband once
victory 15 achieved and the goal seems reached We to whom
freedom has become as common as the water from the faucet
must bnng ourselves to realize that freedom 1s a treasure Tequir
1, eternal vigilance and above all that freedom 1s more severely
threatened today than ever it was because the present threat
comes from an 1deology whuch has the globe utself as sts target,
I£ 1t wins there will be no escaping 1t 1t will accompany you on
the road 1t will follow you wmta the woods where you will try
to flee 1t, 1t will be with you 1 your bedroom st will demand
your fotal allegiance every ounce of your energy your thought,
your heart If we realize this danger and make st abundantly
plam to the wosld hberty will be our strongest ally an unde
featable ally as old as the world

Oge of the reasons why the Greeks won out over the numer

1cally superior Persians was says Herodotus that they felt that
the subjects of 2 despot are 10 match for the citizens of a free
state for these yield obedience oaly to a law which 1 self
1mposed
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Religion

Allied with us too 1n the case of a new World War would be
religion

The totalitanan state which cannot tolerate any allegiance
but to itself 15 the mortal enemy of religion It can never at the
price of abdication acknowledge that the soul owes its ulumate
allegiance outside this world Therefore 1n the struggle between
the free world and commumsm all religious creeds can not
but 1n the end line up against this pseudo church which 1s trying
to take therr place—and this applies to Protestant and Catholic
to Moslem and Hindu ahke But to us who belong to Western
civilization the commandment 1ssued two thousand years ago
to love our neighbor 1s still a better way to a just world than the
commandment issued one hundred years ago to hate and destroy
certain groups of society

It 1s disturbmg that the Christian basis of our civilization 15
1n some countries much less frequently mentioned than democ
racy as one of the mam pillars of our ideology Yet it 1s even
more fundamental and goes deeper than the latter The Chns
tian faith 15 at the root of our democracy not the other way
around If we abandon that foundation our civiization will be
Iike a tooth of which the nerve has been hilled outwardly it
will look the same and stand for some time but 1ts disintegration
will only be a matter of ime And without thus spiritual back
ground Western civilization will never be able to assert itself to
the masses mside or outside 1ts realm to whom the soul means
more than even democracy or prospenty
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Americd’s Destiny

HE readimgs of ustory are clear Western civilization 18
about to enter a new phase the epoch of one cnvilizavon

wids world and civization wide peace In all owviizatons this
% t%he Jast phase 1t can ako be the preatest af greatness s
measured 1 the greatest good for the greatest number M canbe
a0 ¢ra ke the Prinoipate m Rome or the Mddle and New Em
pie 1 Egypt. Its value to contemporary man and history as
well 2 its duration will depend upon s inner streagth and
creatve force

In thus one world whether st comes about through peace or
through war the Unsted States of America 1s by istory destined
0 play 2 preponderant part 1t s only fuir to say that € has
Bot desired thus part which has been thrust upon i by foree of
Cutumstances It must alse be said that once Amenca realized
that 1t bad been forced mto the postuon of the myoluntary
protagomust 1t was remarhably quick to adapt to @ Easher 1n
s book st has been pomted out that, notwithstanding criticism
and mustakes U S forergn pobey after World War I has shown
courage viston and a genérosity toward others unknown 1
bustory The creauve force appareat i these qualshes opens up
boundless possibilities

On the other hand there are many pufalls ahead Nothing 53
easier for a powf; i x:c unthankful role of world Irades than
16 stumble mto these by overlookin;
fions 1t 15 expected to f:lﬁu 8 some fundamentat conds

163
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REQUIREMENTS OF LEADERSHIP

It should never be forgotten that all leadershup, and particu
larly democratic leadership, denves its authonty from the con
sent of those it leads No leadership mn lustory whether of
dictator monarch class or state, has ever endured when 1t
failed to hold the tmner assent of its followers Toynbees con
cepuion of a creative munonty guiding a responsive majonty ap-
phies to the community of states as well as to that of citizens

The other countries of the democratic world are suffictently
realistic to recognsze that the United States which contrbules
more poltical military and economic power than amy other
nation 1s for that reason destined to be their leader What they
fear however and what they would strangly resent and resist 1s
to be ruled instead of gmded-—~dictation nstead of co-operation
They recogruze the United States as prumus wter pares but they
have not so butterly fought dictators of other countries m order
to submit to dictation withun thewr own community The great
question 1s whether United States leadership will be voluntanly
followed from wmnner conviction or resentfully from bare necessity
The answer will depend upon the extent to which America will
be able to avoid certain mmstakes upon which former world
powers have foundered and thus make 1ts leadership acceptable

Spiritual Leadership

This s the first and foremost requirement The world has too
strongly the impression that Amencan leadesship limits atself
to grants of material aid and attempts to wmprove lviog cond:
tions

Far be 1t from us to underestunate the tmportance of either of
these two factors The Marshall Plan ard to Europe for instance
has been an indispensable help i restormg that contipents
economy after the war To rase the hving standards of the
millions who still exist 1n the basest poverty and squalor 15, as has
been ponted out before one of the three maig challenges to
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Western civiization Qaly by providing food to eat and 2 place
10 sleep to these masses can thewr sease of being underpnvileged
be overcome and the value which our economic system has for
them be proven.

But neither of these steps will suffice to win over 2 nation
No mauon as no man will accept anothers guidance merely
because the other 3 wealthier and prepared to share some of hus
wealth with lum On the contrary the $ad truth 15 that between
nanons as between men $lus seems to make for resentment
rather than for gratstude

Men will be atiracted but will never be saspired by the
prospect of more batkrooms or fefngerators The battle for the
munds of the milions will not be won by holding out to them
better plumbing or faster cars partcularly m cosupents like

Evrope and Asia where the spint has always rewgned supreme
And thus apphies esp Iy 1p
has ded

with an opy t who

g 1 tus propaganda a rosy prcture of
aclassiess society with an 1deology replacing the ahtars of rebigion,

Against this pseudo-relygion the West cag anly win out if i has
sometiung more to offer than food and television

As such 1t possesses two spintual vatues which are at its basis
and bave not been surpassed yet religion and democsacy In
e Amenican picture presented o the wodd the latter s far
more conspicuous than the former yet the former 15 a5 essental
43 the latter not only to Western civilization but to any indi
widual # wants 1o convisce The buman saul 15 not sansfied to
stop at what the eye perceives  “The eye 1 not satisfied with
seemg nor the ear filled vath heanng  That apphes w Kicy as
1 Santiago or w Tumbuktu Only by the force of s spinitual
faith and of 15 democrauc weology can the

West meet th
present sup 1 o its ©

Resyecs for the tndependence of Gibers

“Soverergnty " 50 matter how often 1t m used
catchword 15 13 15 otiginal significance viﬁaﬁi@g\;}m
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1 our present world as a result of ever increasing interdepend
ence Few countries including the Umted States and Russia,
can today afford to make decisions completely without regard to
others

At the same time 1t 15 essential that o the comung one world all
nations should not be submerged i one amalgamated umform
mass Politically 1t would be disastrous 1f all power were centered
1n one place without a counterweight to balance it Economucally,
too 1t can be 2 lopsided and unwholesome situation as we have
seen after World War II if large areas are unable to maintain a
balanced economy and have to depend on outside aud Spintually
1t would mean the ossification of Western civilization if the many
contributing sources from which 1t has sprung were to dry up
and be replaced by one tap with chlormated water Diversity
has been the mamspring of our culture umformuty would be sts
end

It may be useful to revert here to one of the laws which
Damilevsky wrote down nearly a century ago

A avihzation reaches 1ts fullness vartety and nichness only when
its  etbnographic matenal 1s diverse and when these ethnographic ele-
ments are not swallowed by one body politic but enjoy tndependence and
make up a federaton or political system of states

And applying thus test to practice he states that the nchest and
fullest civibzations so far have been the Greek and the European
because of the varuety of their ethnographic matenal and of the
autonomy of the several political unsts that have been the builders
and bearers of these civilizations

Tre role of leader among nations as among men 15 a hard
and thankless one criticism 1s due to be sharp abundaot and un
reasonable appreciation meager and wconspicuous satisfaction
can only be denved from the sense of fulfilling a hustoric duty
fair judgment can only be expected beyond our ume of beyond

our world
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Butthe gratitude and lack of appreciation which are bound 10
belall a leader should never induce ta to 1gaore 2lf enticiso and
tmpose s will "True leaderstup sests on persuasion not o coct
aion, Some of the greatest leading natsons 1 hustory suck as tbe
Romans or the Briush who for centuries kept together an cmpite
of b teropeneous elements hnew the value of this wisdom Oftea
they applied cunning and force sometimes suthlessly, but i the
end they could only rule as long as they commanded the consent
of the ruled This requires dous almo t supert self
restzaunt, The weknation 15 strong for anyone who hnows that
ulumately he will have to bear the consequences to umpose tus
ownwil} the man wha foots the bll will want to de¢ide about the
expenses Yet evenso he will 1o a partnersiip be wise to exercise
the utmost care always 10 act 10 consuhabon with bis partners
Tespect their personahties and above all not try to model them
after kit oun 1mage

True lead.rsip brings abowt what Toynbee calls mimens
voluntary umitation on the part of the followers Mimesis of
America can be seen 1n a thousand smatl aspects of present-day
e all over the globe 1n the Pans newsstands the French maga
anes are almost ecrowded out by Life Time and Look cocktads
ate served from Singapore 10 Lisbon  Amencan cigarettes once
dishiked abroad for their strong taste are now the smartest thing
10 offer from Capetown to Notth Cape Hollywood resgns su
preme 1n cinemas all over the world even 1n the most ants 1
Perialist of Asian natons one finds that the most coveted tatk
of suceess 15 the po.session of a Cadillac and the first tung which
met ths avthor upon landing wn Bangkok 1a search for the attistic
beauties of Siam was an enormous track full of Caca-Cola.

As long as this peaceful p of A Babnts resuits
from a natural process of osmosis 3t 15 mevitable ang unaob;
tuonable from a point of view of effective teaderstup even thy jec
the Joss of national and local charactensucs sy be mgmouxg:
gretable from a cultural point of view The danger tg the \e: der
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ship comes where the ginding minonty tnies to impose 1ts views
or its habits This would happen for mstance if Amenca should
try to mtroduce everywhere the exact form of economy applied in
Amierica, or 1f 1t should try to abolish all monarchies as anachro-
nisms

Such umposition 1n disregard of national traditions not only
renders a civilization poorer and therefore weaker, but at the
same time evokes resentment agamst the leadership Respect of
the rights and peculianities of the minonty by the majonty like
those of the governed by the rulers 1s the essence of democracy

Tt took the politscal gentus of Alexander the Great to establish
a sound balance between his impenal supersystem and the au
tonomy of the Greek polis It will be the almost superhuman task
and test of American statesmanship 11 a2 modern world to strike
the night balance between the guidance of others and the respect
of therr independence

The Living Example

There are many other pitfalls of course which the expenence
of previous civilizations points out

Corruption 1s one of the lllnesses which has 1n the last phase of
a society often undermined the prestige and—more serious—the
moral fiber of the leading nation

Wealth too abundantly enjoyed by few or too long sustained
by many s a comfortable mattress on which many a world power
has gone to sleep Ths 1s an unpopular thing to say 1 a world
where the pursuit of prospenty almost seems to have become the
very purpose of Ife yet 1t 13 necessary to say 1t because the road
of hustory 1s littered with the sheletons of civilizations that did not
wahe up n tme they died of opulence not of want

Personal nvalnes between tycoons takng the place of the
former national wars 1n which men were prepared to die for their
1deals or thewr country are equally charactenstic of the closing
phase of each civlization The greatness and duration of that
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penod depend largely on the extent to which the fundamental
bases of the cwvilization are kept abwe and pecsanal stafe hept
subservient to the struggle of 1deas whick 15 the charactenstic of
wery bvng avibization

The Danger of Polutical Hegemony

The contnued and uncontesied exetcise of economic or po-
Bcal power without competiton ot the possibility of change 15
bound 10 corrode the force exerciang 1t “Power corrupts and
absolute powes corrupts absolutely  This applies 1 3 community
of nauons as well as within one state Theretore 1t would be fatal
Both 10 the Uruted States and 0 Westetn crvilization of the Unsted
$uates should have an absof poly of power Monapol
poner 1s bound to get to assest uself for its owa sake and for that
of 3ts beasers sather 1han for the szbe of the commumty as the
estory of alt dectatorships shows That ts why we have for decades
now been fighing one party regimes That 15 why the US
Congress testricts econofmic monopohies

In the Western one world competition could no Jonger take
the form of multary confiicts But that does not mean these
should vot be a certain nvaley and balance of farces both withun
and wihout 3t India China Russia Latn Amenca wil all be
Centers of economic and political gravity But withan vhe Western
world the natural area of counterbalance s Evrope Before we
fiseuss the past which Europe must play as counterweight to

Arienca 1t is necessary to stress another vital basis for Amencan
stewardsing

Ratntenance of the Common Herttage with Europe

Eusope 35 the soutce of Western civiizaton n
sease that it onigimated i medieval Ttaly and Fr:

ang
10 the sense that North and South Amenca were pop:hf:d‘ f..;my
Europe In Europe Western Civibzation spl has man me
spntaal Toots 1t 3s there that much of wy creative forc: : stﬁ

ot only 1n the
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operative, as we found when analyzing that force m Part IT of
this book Impressive and vigorous as the economic and politcal
forces are that have come to hife on the Amencan soil it would
be an wreparable loss if 1t were to be cut off from its European
roats if the benefits were to be lost that accrue from thus wmnter
action between two worlds

America mught survive for some tme as a glamorous and
powerful state, but it would like similar states 1n previous civaliza
tions never overcome the separation from its roots It would be
come a magmficent but petnfied society a moonlight ewvilization,
swishing through the spaces of history hike a brlhiant phenomenon,
a meteor burmmng itself out because 1t was torn away from the
fire that generated 1t

Xvi

Europe’s Part

T IS tme too to take stock of Europes assets—not 1n pos
sessions which are a product of the past but in creative po-
tential, which will determune its future—and to decide upon the
role 1t can play 1n the developing un ty of the Western world
From the array of creative forces enumerated mn Chapter X
it can be concluded that in the cultural field Europe 1s far from
bewng exbausted sull actively productne The archstecture the
music the films the books 1t has produced m the last decades
are proof of its creative vitahty n the artistic field It seems a
safe assumption that unless Western Europe should agamn become
a battlefield and be destroyed beyond recuperation 1t will con
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uaue for a conmderable ume to be a mam source of Westem
conlization 1n the cultural field even if its political and cconomuc
importasce should fusther dechne In the same way after Alex
ander the Great the cultural mflucace of Greeee pervaded both
the Eastern and the Western parts of the ancient world, Thanks to
the pobitical achievement of Alexander n welding his extended
realim 1mto one cultural umty with a common language art and
pobcal organwaton Greek wfluence permeated that whole
area and m the East Roman Empire even survived the fa3l of
Rome for 2 mllenmum Yet the Great Age of Greece was rre
tnevably gone ats culture was d d over the crvihzed
world but the roots of the plast itself had died

1s Europe to content stself with that role”

There 15 no reason why it should The economic and political
forees which have enabled ut for centunes now 10 stnde i the
vanguard of nations are still there

Whether Evrope will survive as 2 leading factor 1o the world
depends on its capacity to adapt wtself to the necessity of iategra
ton A surprisingly strong crop of forces has sprung up all over
Europe worbwng toward that goal They have already resulted
o an mtrcate structure of organizanons from the Counctl of
Ewrope to the European Defense Communsty Endless n
drances are obstructing their suceess but these creative forces
are there and wvigorously ahve It now depends on the speed of
their success whether the mtegration of free Europe will be
achieved and its economic and malitary strength restored in une
fosave the continent from & new world conflict Tt1s a race agamst
bme a race agamst the forces of aggression and at the same
tme a race agamnst the factors effecting 1ts own degradation If
free Europe succeeds 1m winuing that race then, and onl

¥ thea

35 300 milhon people can become a fully equivalent angd they
fore more vatuable partner of the United States m 3 bala ::d
North Auantic commuaty We are not thinking of a "t‘l‘urd
power  a neutral between two weclopieal camps Europe wil
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always stand for the pninciples of Chnistiamty, freedom and de
mocracy which have ever conststuted the Iifeblood of its cavilt
zation well before America existed

But :f Europe 1s not to become a colony of the United States
1t must determine 1ts own policy, 1ts own conststutiopal and eco-
nomuc structure, its own way of Iife Ths can only be achieved if
Europe 15 sufficiently integrated politically to follow a common
over all policy, and economically to render mass productiont and
consumption possible and make the continent independent of
outside wmd It 15 a proof of great wisdom that the Umted States
has with regard to Europe never followed the Roman device of

divide et 1mpera * but urged for 1ts umfication

There 1s no danger of armed conflict between a united Europe
and the Umited States their 1nterdependence of wterests and com
munity of 1deals would prevent 1t But as we pomted out before
1t 15 essential for healthy leaderstup 1n any community that there
be a counterwerght to 1t able to offer criicism and competition,
ready to take over if necessary To achieve that aim 1t will also
be necessary for Europe to heep m mind some other requirements
that are m danger of bemng overlooked today

THE CULTURAL SUPERIORITY COMPLEX OF EUROPE

Both for the sake of Europe s good relations with other parts
of the world and for the sake of 1ts own vitahty 1t 1s essential that
Europeans should shed therr mnate conviction that their cul
ture 1s superior to that of say America or Asta Nothing 1s s0
repugnant to both Americans and Asians as the attitude usually
adopted—often unconsciously—by West Europeans toward
people of other areas of the world that as a matter of course
European culture has more tradition 15 more deeply rooted and
more refined than that of others Nothing warrants the complacent
assumption that other arcas are not just as capable of producing
equal cultural products or are not 1 fact doing so What re
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mas of the age-old civiizatsons of the East, impregnated by the
Sorces of ats newborn nattonalism as well as the nising cultural
achiesements of Amenca creates a senous challenge to Europe
even 1 the cultural Seld. Nothuag 1n the history of natons and
of ervihzations has been as conducive to a certan death of sts
spual wigor as self-complacency that atutude 15 not only a

ssgn but alse an ongn of decadence and we Europeans should
do well to realize it

EUROPE § POOR RELATIVE COMPLEX

To Eurapes feeling of cultural supenonty wiuch 15 of old
standing theee has besn added since World War II one of i
capacity to pay s own way and of dependencs on outside help
There 1s evens a certain connection between the two i that the
sense of lost economse Jeadersinp has induced many Europeans to
ek compensation m an wfiated sense of thewr own cultural value
In such 2 situation 1t 15 2 natural human mehnaton 10 mahe the
excuse I only ¥ had wet the same favorable cucumstances I
<ould have done even better However the only real saivanon for
old n3uons 15 to adapt therr values $o new curcumstances and see
103t thar they agamn do beiter than others as thewr forefathers
&g

Nothung 15 as hiikmg to mstiative as the habit of revertog to
others for ot fi In umes of transition
such asuistance may be necessary and beneficent as a stap-gap
But when prolonged beyond the penod of absolute necessity it
becomes a source of weakness The threatenung habit 1 many
Don-commust countries of expecting the Untted States 1o pay
the deficst 1f the national economy funs 1 the red 15 a5 aling to
thew economuc vigor as it 15 repetlest to their self-esteem and
tepugnant to the Unsted States The sooner Europe becomes self
;ue;:i(znmg and of 1ts own mitiative puts an end to foretgn ad the
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THE TREASURE OF EUROPEAN DIVERSITY

The need for Buropean mass production and mass consump
tion, for a common defense and for a common over all policy
should never put an end to the diversity which has always con
stituted one of the riches of European civibization From the
abbeys of Italy France and Span from the cittes of the Renais
sance from the Hansa towns 1n Germany and the Low Countries
from the Universities of Panis and Bologpa, Prague and Heidel
berg Oxford and Louvain~~from these sources all over Europe
welled the waters that combined n the mainstream of European
civifization The pohtical, economic and military integration of
Europe will mevitably require the sacnfice of many local or
national interests But 1t should never aim at umformty The end
of diversity would mean the end of Europe

THE EUROPEAN HERITAGE OF CHRISTIANITY

It has been stated before that Western civilization had its
cradle n the abbeys and cathedrals 1 the sacred laws the re
higous art and the monastic science of Medieval Europe That
Chnstian ongin 1s as wnseparable from European culture as its
diversity or sts sense of freedom The Christian trend has always
persisted strongly 12 Europe even when humamsm with 1ts off
spnng of ratonahism and Marxism rose as nival forces and over
shadowed 1t 10 Amenica m the form of a predommantly secular
society No civilization has ever survived the death of its basic
rehgion That applies as much to Western civihzation today as
1t has to others in the past It 15 pnmanly up to Europe where
the Chnstian influence s stll strongest to uphold this hentage
It can not be better expressed than in these words of T S Ehot
1n his Notes towards the Definition of Culture

To our Chnstian henitage we owe many thungs besides seligious faith
“Through 1t we trace the evoluion of our arts through it we have our con
ception of Roman Law which has done so much to shape the Western
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Wortd, through it we have our concepuons of prvate and public morality
And through 1t we have our common standards of literature 1 the litera
twes of Greece and Rome The Western World has is unity 10 this
bentage ta Chrstamty and 1o the ancient civihsations of Greece Rome
and Israel from which, owing 10 two thousand years of Chnstianity we
trace our descent.

It 15 10 Christianity that our arts have developed 1t 18 10 Chnstianty
that the laws of Europe have—uatdl receatly~been rooted. It 1t aganst
abachround of Chnstiamty that all our thought has sigaificance Az 1n
drvidual Furopean may not believe that the Chnistian faith is true and
et what he says and makes, and does will all spriog out of hus beritage
of Chnisuan culture and depend upon that culture for its meaning Qny
a Chnsan culture could bave produced a Voltawe or a Nietzsche 1 do
ot beleve that the culture of Europe could survive the complete dis-
sppearance of the Chnstan Faih And I am coovinced of that not
merely because 1 am a Chnstian myself but as a student of socral biology
If Chnstianuty goes the whole of our culture goes. Then you must start
punfully again and you cannot put on a new culture ready made You
must wait for the grass to grow to feed the sheep to give the wool out of
which your new coat will be made You must pass through many ceatunes
of barbansm We should not hive to see the new culture nor would our

preat great great grandchuldren and 1f we did, not one of us would be
happy m 1t

If Europe can rewvigorate its fundamental values and by a
supreme cffort meet the chall of this h-century
cnsis there 15 no reason why it should not continue to be one of
the leading forces in the world Egypt came back afier five cen
tunes Assyna after six centunes Babylon after fifteen centuries
all had 2 New Empure more splendtd than the first. Each caviliza
tion can mse to yet greater heights even in 1ts
phase which we have not entcrc%lh yet. socalled Tast
‘There 1s plenty of ground, as this book h
for fath that both Europe and Amenca
fo conquer the present ¢nus of Western civihzaty
ta new peaks The co-operation and the mmxacuono::t an?g ;;:d 1;
the new worlds will, f they are both determined o do so ban
to further frmiion that force which set 1 motion the brush ofnt:i

23 atlempted o prave
possess the creative force
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Medieval masters 1nspured Beethovens symphonies motivated
Wilham the silent and George Washington brought forth the
Commonwealth of Nations erected Notre Dame and Rockefeller
Center the creative spirt of the West

It can be done It depends on us
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